
CONTINUING TO PUSH FOR IMMIGRATION REFORM

This year, United Methodists across the country have supported immigration reform. 
There have been over 300 Family Unity Prayer Vigils, visits and calls with 
Congressional members, and a detailed, solution-based letter to the United States 
House that was signed by 1,335 United Methodist clergy in only six days. Read more. 

In our Annual Conference, we witnessed legislation (see below) calling for a halt to 
deportations and prayer for a change in the laws.  Immigrant members from United 
Methodist Churches in Chicago and Aurora have sat in the offices of members of 
Congress to pray for them to act. Two Justice For Our Neighbors immigration legal 
clinics opened in Chicago and in Rockford. United Methodist Women continued their 
multi-year focus on immigration and the Bible.These are just a few of the ways that 
groups and individual members have sought to incarnate the words of scripture that we 
are to “Let the stranger be to you as the native, and love him/her as yourself” (Leviticus 19:33).

This December, individual church members and pastors throughout our United 
Methodist connection have joined a national movement to fast for a change in 
immigration laws. Read more in Sojourners. 

Although United Methodists may not always be united in the ways we ask for 
immigration reform, we have a long history individually and collectively supporting a 
change in immigration laws to create a more just kingdom on this earth.   

One pastor, Walter L. Coleman, the pastor of Adalberto United Methodist Church, will be 
in Day 20 of a “water only” fast on Friday as part of a campaign to stop deportations and 
to enlist 1,000 churches (of any denomination) across the nation as “Sanctuary 
churches” that would give protective shelter to those facing immediate deportation.
 
According to Pastor Coleman, “the faith community is joining together to tell President 
Obama to use his executive authority to stop the deportations that separate families and 
to offer the same deferments he gave the dreamers to their parents and the parents of 
U.S. citizen children. 1,100 people are being deported every day while the Congress 
sits in the paralysis of partisanship.”

Pastors and faith leaders who wish to know more are invited to an informational meeting 
this Friday from 9a.m.-10:30a.m. at Adalberto United Methodist Church. Pastor 
Coleman and others will hold a press conference at 11a.m. to call on the President to 
use his executive authority to stop deportations while the Congress fails to act on the 
will of the people.
 
For more information call: Pastor Coleman, 773-671-1755 or Pastor Emma Lozano, 
773-671-1798

http://umc-gbcs.org/blog/2013-an-amazing-year-but-2014-may-be-better
http://umc-gbcs.org/blog/2013-an-amazing-year-but-2014-may-be-better
http://jfonnic.org
http://jfonnic.org
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/learn/studies/articles/item/index.cfm?id=667
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw/learn/studies/articles/item/index.cfm?id=667
http://sojo.net/blogs/2013/12/08/fast-families-joining-spiritual-battle-immigration-reform
http://sojo.net/blogs/2013/12/08/fast-families-joining-spiritual-battle-immigration-reform
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=4951419&ct=6480621
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=4951419&ct=6480621


Pastors and church leaders are invited to:

An Informational Meeting on

“Sanctuary Challenge 2013”

Friday, Dec. 20 - 9am-10:30am

Adalberto United Methodist Church

2716 W. Division St., Chicago 

(a press conference will be held at 11am with those who wish to participate)

700.05 Name: Resolution to Support Just and Humane Comprehensive Immigration 
Reform

Authors: Justice for Our Neighbors Northern Illinois, Conference Board of Church and Society, Northern Illinois 
Conference Fellowship of Asian Americans; MARCHA, the United Methodist Latina/Latino Caucus 

 Action
 
We call on every United Methodist in the Northern Illinois Annual Conference to openly and intently 
advocate to the US Congress for changes that will reunify families; protect children separated from 
parents, provide a path to citizenship, protect the rights of all people including those without documents, 
and recognize the gifts and contributions that immigrants make to our nation. 

The Northern Illinois Annual Conference joins the authors above calling all United Methodists  to join in 
prayer in acts of advocacy until a just and humane reform of our system is achieved that includes the 
following: 

• A legalization plan that includes a path to full citizenship for undocumented persons present in 
the US. 

• A moratorium on all deportations, keeping families together, while Congress acts on 
comprehensive reform.

• Passage of the DREAM (Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors) Act in its entirety.

• Passage of a guest worker program that provides sufficient visas to meet our nation’s need for 
workers in agriculture and other low skill jobs.

• stronger due process protections in removal proceedings and reduction of the number of 
immigrants held in immigration detention.

• A program that would allow highly skilled workers who earn a higher degree in the U.S. to apply 
for lawful permanent residency.



The Conference Secretary shall be directed to send a copy of this resolution to the Congress members of 
both the Federal Senate and House who represent Illinois. 

Rationale
  And when a stranger sojourns with you in your land, do not oppose him/her. Let the stranger be to you 
as the native, and love him/her as yourself.  Leviticus 19:33
The present immigration system has created great suffering with heartbreaking consequences, 
many people have died trying to enter this country, and children and families have been separated due to 
deportation. 
We rejoice that the political climate in our nation has changed, opening the space for just and humane 
reform of the immigration laws of our country. 
As persons of faith we recognize this moment as a call to engage in the moral and right actions that will 
recognize the human and civil rights of our immigrant brothers and sisters, allowing them to come out of 
the shadows into a life of peace and hope.
This call to radical hospitality based on the recognition of essential relatedness acknowledging that 
faithfulness of the church is measured by how we treat and advocate for the most vulnerable in our 
society.
We are encouraged by the many voices calling for comprehensive immigration reform we remain 
concerned that there are proposals that do not include all the actions needed to create just and humane 
reform of our immigration laws. 

[end resolution]
_____________________
Notes: The United Methodist Church in Northern Illinois comprises nearly 400 congregations with approximately 100,000 
members.  Each year, a representative body of nearly 1000 delegates meets to pass legislation that becomes the voice of 
the all congregations in the Conference. This resolution was passed at the 2013 annual meeting of all Northern Illinois 
United Methodists and it becomes the voice of the United Methodist Church in this area.
 

 
 


