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The 2014 InterFaith Calendar™ is a spectacular 14”x 22” 
full-color, twelve-month, wall calendar produced 
with the cooperative effort of 17 Religious Communities 
and highlights the following:

The InterFaith Calendar includes summaries of the 
basic beliefs, practices, religious writings, art and 
demographics of each faith community, and features 
a listing and explanation of religious observances.

With today’s diverse communities and workforce, 
the InterFaith Calendar is an invaluable tool in 
a variety of settings, including businesses and 
corporations, schools, government facilities, and civic 
and religious organizations.

Since 1989, the InterFaith Calendar continues to 
represent the potential of people working together in 
a spirit of goodwill and without compromising their 
distinct beliefs.  

The InterFaith Calendar is an eight-time recipient of 
the Calendar Marketing Association’s Gold Award in 
the category of “Most Educational Wall Calendar”.

Building Inclusive Communities Through Interfaith Understanding

• American Indian
• Anglican Christianity
• Bahá’í Faith
• Buddhism
• Catholic Christianity
• Confucianism
• Hinduism
• Islam
• Jainism

• Judaism
• The Church of Jesus Christ 
 of Latter-day Saints
• Orthodox Christianity
• Protestant Christianity
• Sikhism
• Shinto
• Taoism
• Zoroastrianism

The Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago 
(CRLMC), a non-profit organization, is comprised of the head 
religious leadership of practically every major religious tradition 
in the broader Chicago area, representing nearly six million 
people. Through its work, the CRLMC speaks with a unified 
moral voice on issues of the day; creates a climate of better 
interfaith understanding and cooperation; and participates in 
programs which advance its work. 

CRLMC was founded more than 25 years ago. This was a time 
when racial tensions and social injustices were on the rise. The 
organization began when a group of religious leaders in Chicago 
recognized the growing need to understand cultural and 
religious differences and learn how to work with one another.

Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago

The 2014 InterFaith Calendar™
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udaism personalizes the relationship between the individual and God. The first religion founded on 

the concept of one God for all of humankind, Judaism teaches education (Torah study), ethical 

conduct, justice, and observance of commandments as the means by which one serves God. 

 The principle writings of the Jewish faith include the ancient scriptures, the first five books of 

which are known as the Torah (Written Torah) and address the full range of ritual and ethical laws. 

Their further application is elaborated in the Talmud and later writings which have the status of 

Oral Torah.   
 “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One”, the ancient Hebrew prayer, remains at the 

heart of Judaism today. Israel represents a people, their faith, and the biblical land of their ancestors.  

 Judaism teaches the coming of a Messiah as an era of peace and justice under God. On the High 

Holiday of Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year (using the lunar calendar), this faith in tomorrow 

finds voice in the prayer written in Gates of Repentance – The New Union Prayer Book for the Days 

of Awe: “What does it mean to be a Jew? You shall be holy.” “In the face of the many, to stand for the 

one; in the presence of fragments, to make them whole.” “What does it mean to be a Jew? You shall be 

a holy people.” “To hold fast to our vision of truth, to retain our faith in tomorrow.” “Holy in our past is 

the memory of redemption from Egyptian bondage (slavery).” “Holy in our day is the hope of a redemp-

tion we still wait.” “Twice holy in our past are those who gave their lives to hallow this world.” “Holy is 

the Jew, today and tomorrow, who bears witness to the goodness of life…” On the High Holiday of Yom 

Kippur, the Day of Atonement, an ancient tradition addresses the focus of the day: “For transgressions 

against God, the Day of Atonement atones; but for transgressions of one human against another, the Day 

of Atonement does not atone until they have made peace with one another.”   

 Jewish worship and ritual is practiced in the home and synagogue. For the Spring holiday of Passover, 

the main celebration is in the home in the primary context of family. In contrast Yom Kippur is 

observed in the synagogue, where the focus is much more on the community. While 

denominations of Judaism may differ in ritual practices, ethical considerations are 

unwavering. The prophet Micah said, “It has been told thee,  O man, what is good 

and what the Lord requires of thee: Only to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with thy God.”     In organized Judaism there are primarily four main denominations: Reform, 

Conservative, Orthodox and Reconstructionist. Each interprets and practices ritual 

in differing degrees. In everyday life, Judaism embraces religious and cultural plural-

ism as an expression of the vitality of Jewish communal life. 
 In all, there are about 15 million Jews in the world, of whom more than 6 million 

live in the United States. Between 1939 and 1945 approximately 6 million Jews 

were murdered in the Nazi Holocaust. Approximately 260,000 live in Metropolitan 

Chicago. 

This rare Nuremburg Torah Shield by Thomas Ringler, dated 1661, 
was used to adorn the Torah Scroll during its procession around 
the synagogue and indicate, via removeable plaques, the appropri-
ate Torah reading. Long-term loan to Spertus Museum from Faye 
Dottheim Brooks and Steven Robert Dottheim.

This turn of the century Torah Reader’s Plaque from Budapest was placed on a synagogue lecturn. On one side is the blessing recited multiple times during the Torah services. Listed below are the charities that contributed this elegant piece to the congregation. The other side of the plaque contains a song for the end of the Torah service.

All photographs courtesy of Spertus Museum, Spertus Institute, Chicago.

An early nineteenth century etrog con-tainer showcases the Art Nouveau style in a traditional 
ritual object. The German artist Friedrich Adler designed this 
beautiful piece, which was used during the holiday of Sukkot to 
protect the delicate etrog fruit for the festivities. Adler inscribed the 
biblical verse, “On the first day you shall take the product of hadar 
trees” (Leviticus 23:40). Hadar has traditionally been understood 
to mean etrog.

This marriage canopy, or huppah, from 1790 C.E. was 
used to perform wedding ceremonies in Pecs Varde and 
Bunhad, Hungary. A huppah symbolizes the home the 
couple will build together.

The Torah scroll which contains the Five Books of Moses (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy) is written in Hebrew. The Torah is the prime foundation of Jewish study. The Torah above is from Yemen, circa 19th century.
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 Transfiguration of Our Lord (AC, CC, OC)

 Beheading of John the Baptist (Fast) (OC)

O-Bon Festival (B) Begins
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 JUL/AUG Sun Dance (AI)  Plains Peoples (Arapaho, Cheyenne, Shoshone, 
Arikara, Crow, Sioux and others) observe the Sun Dance, a three to four-day 

ceremony of penitence and sacrifice. JUL/AUG The Green Corn Ceremony (or Stomp Dance)  (AI) This contemporary 

version of the ancient Southeastern Husk Ceremony, performed by Seminole 

and other Oklahoma tribes, is a time of renewal and purification that 
involves fasting and dances, and for some, participation in sweat lodge 
rituals.

 JUL/AUG  Hopi Snake Dance (AI)  A sixteen-day purification ceremony which 
includes the gathering and blessing of snakes.

 JULY 7-OCT 4  Vassa (Rains Retreat Observance) (B) A three-month retreat observed by 

Theravada (or southern) Buddhist monks to train and concentrate them-
selves in Dhamma study, meditation practice, and giving religious services  

to the people.  AUG/SEP  Iroquois Green Corn Ceremony (AI)  A time of renewal involving 
fasting, dances, offerings and readings from the code of Handsome Lake. 

 1  Joseph of Arimathaea (AC) The man who donated his own tomb for the 

burial of Jesus following the Crucifixion.  Fast of the Mother of God (OC)  Marks the beginning of the 
fourteen-day vegetarian fast in preparation for the Feast of the Dormition 

and is accompanied by special devotional prayer services seeking healing 

and comfort through the Mother of God. 5  Narali Purnima or Rakhi (H) Celebration marking the end of the mon-

soon by throwing coconuts to Varuna, the sea god. Girls also tie amulets 

around their brothers’ wrists for luck. 6  Transfiguration of Our Lord (AC, CC), (OC ) Celebrates the manifesta-

tion of Christ’s Divinity to three of His disciples, Peter, James, and John on 

Mount Tabor.  9-10  O-Bon Festival (B) Festival of lanterns honoring one’s ancestors. 

 AUG 11-SEP 8 Ramadan (I)  This is the month of fasting, when all adult 

and physically competent Muslims abstain from food, water, and sexual 

relations from dawn to sunset during the entire month. (1 Ramadan 1431)

 14  Krishna Janmashtami (H) Celebrates the birth of Krishna. People listen to 

sacred stories and perform worship of Krishna.
 15  St. Mary the Virgin (AC) Assumption of Mary (CC) Commemorates how 

at the end of her life, the Blessed Virgin Mary was assumed, body and 
soul, into heaven where she intercedes for us.

  Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God (OC)
 23  Ganesh Chaturthi (H) Celebrates the birth of Ganesh, the remover of 

obstacles and bringer of luck. 29 Beheading of John the Baptist (Fast) (OC)  Commemorates the 
martyrdom of John the Baptist. A day of strict abstinence. 

Deuteronomy 6:4

The Sh’ma – Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One.

AUGUST OBSERVANCES

Joseph of Arimathaea (AC)Fast of the Mother of God (OC)

Beginning of the New Ecclesial Year (OC) Begins at sundown

Ganesh Chaturthi (H) 

Ramadan (I) Begins

O-Bon Festival (B) Ends
Ramadan (I) 
Begins at sundown

Narali Purnima or Rakhi (H) 
Transfiguration of Our Lord (OC) Begins at sundown

Beheading of John the Baptist (Fast) (OC) Begins at sundown

St. Mary the Virgin (AC)
Assumption of Mary (CC)
Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God (OC)

Krishna Janmashtami (H)
Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God (OC) Begins at sundown

The Open Depot Exhibit at Spertus Museum displays the cross-cultural influences on the development of Jewish objects in daily and religious life.Photo by Jeremey Lawson

Date of Observance varies according to community.
Observance begins the previous sundown.

Date may vary according to sighting of New Moon.
Observance expanded  on the website:  
www.connections-chicago.org

slam is the formal name of the religion of more than 1.2 billion people 
of diverse ethnicities and languages. The cardinal tenet of Islam begins 
and ends with God, who Muslims (adherents to Islam) believe to be one, 

unique, and incomparable. Nothing is worthy of worship except Him, since 
He is the sole divinity in the universe. God created humankind, and His covenant with 
humanity is that He would send prophets and messengers to teach men and women 
what God asks of them. Humankind, in return, would receive and follow these teach-
ings, most of which are recorded in scriptures that came with the messengers. Goodness 
and value among humankind are based on piety and righteous deeds, not tribe, race, 
geography, or other sundry circumstance of birth. God sent many messengers and 

prophets throughout the world to teach humankind, including 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad. Muslims love and 
believe in these great prophets and hold Muhammad to be the final 
and culminating prophet sent to all of humanity.   
 The Qur’an is the sacred scripture of Islam. It contains more 
than 6,200 verses and 114 chapters of unequal lengths. Muslims 
hold the Qur’an to be the literal word of God revealed to Prophet 
Muhammad through the Angel Gabriel. It is the book of guid-
ance Muslims turn to for spiritual insight, sacred law, worship, 
and tranquility.   
 The spiritual cadence of Muslim religious life is generally guided 
by certain kinds of rites that are known as the “Five Pillars of Islam.” 
First is the Testimony, to affirm belief in the absolute unity of God 
(“Allah” in Arabic) and the prophethood of Muhammad; second 
is the Ritual Prayer that one performs five times a day, following specific postures that 
culminate in bowing down on the prayer rug; third is Charity, which one must pay 
each year to the needy, thus purifying one’s wealth; fourth is Fasting during Ramadan, 
the ninth month of the Muslim lunar calendar (one forsakes food, drink, and spousal 
intimacy from dawn until sunset); and fifth is the Pilgrimage to Makkah at least once 
in one’s lifetime (if one is physically and financially able).   

 Muslims have lived in North America for centuries, as free men who explored the region and who also 
came with European explorers. They also came as slaves taken from West Africa. Today, the Muslim popu-
lation in the United States is equally distributed between indigenous Muslims and those of immediate 
immigrant experience from the Middle East and South Asia (i.e., India and Pakistan). There are more than 
five million Muslims in the United States from all walks of life and professions. More than 300,000 reside 
in the Chicago metropolitan area.

The Qur’an is written in Arabic. Featured above is the 
first chapter and part of the second chapter. The first 
chapter, called “The Opening” reads as follows:

In the name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful:
2) Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds: 3) The 
Beneficent, the Merciful: 4) Owner of the Day of 
Judgement: 5) Thee (alone) we worship; Thee alone we 
ask for help. 6) Show us the straight path: 7) The path 
of those whom Thou hast favored; Not (the path) of those 
who earn Thine anger nor those who go astray. 

Muslim artists used calligraphy to convey religious 
expressions of God’s attributes in geometric tiles. 
This form of Islamic art is displayed in the lobby of 
the Downtown Islamic Center; Chicago, Illinois

“We believe in God and that which is revealed to us: in what was revealed to Abraham, 
Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and the tribes: to Moses and Jesus and other prophets by their 
Lord. We make no distinction among any of them, and to God        
 we have committed ourselves.”  Qur’an 2: 136 

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios, Primate of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America, and Chair of the inter-
Orthodox Pan-American council (SCOBA).

Clockwise (from top left) Christ, Saint John the Baptist, Saints 
Peter and Paul, and Virgin Mary Icons from the Icon Screen of 
Saints Peter and Paul Church; Glenview, Illinois.

he Orthodox Christian Churches believe themselves to be the inheritors of the Church established 
by Jesus Christ and the Apostles, and identify themselves as the indigenous Christian Communities 
of the Middle East, the Balkans, Northeast Africa, and Russia. As such, they believe in One God, 

who is worshipped in Trinity. Orthodox Christians mystically and liturgically experience a God who 
loves humankind and is manifest in the lives of the “Theotokos” (i.e. Mother of God) and Saints 

throughout the centuries. Surrounded by this saintly “cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 12:1),  
followers of this ancient faith also endeavor to somehow embody “the love of God the 

Father” for all people and creation.
 For the first one thousand years, all Christians—East and West—shared this 

common biblical faith and experience. However, in the year 1054 A.D. Christianity 
split into basically two communities: the Roman (and later Anglo-Catholic and 
Protestant) Churches in the West; and, the Orthodox Churches in the East. Some 
of the most fundamental differences between these communities have had to do 
with divergent world views and cultures. Historically, the Orthodox East has 
tended to emphasize mystical experience as opposed to structure and practicality. 
The East also has traditionally functioned in a way that gives power to the group 
(Synod) which seeks truth in consensus amongst its members and ideally, amongst 
all believers. Also distinctive is Orthodoxy’s anthropology. It’s a vision grounded  
in the reality of Christ the God-Human, a vision of human nature that is essen-
tially good and ultimately destined to become Godlike by grace (II Peter 1:4).

  Eastern Christians emphasize the creation-changing reality that God’s Spirit is 
“everywhere present and filling all things,” in part, by being both sense-oriented and 

ritual-oriented. Orthodox Christian Church buildings are full of richly-colored icons, 
or sacred, stylized, and painted images. Fragrant clouds of incense and the spiritual 

sounds of sacred chant combine with this iconography to lift worshippers up and out of 
the familiar and ordinary into what is unknown and extraordinary. This is why ritual is so 

important to the Orthodox: because it can communicate realities that are far beyond thoughts 
and words. Through sacred arts and ceremonies, through vegetarian fasting and ascetic struggles, 

through the preaching of God’s Word and the celebration of the Divine Mysteries (Sacraments), Eastern 
Christians experience and grow into the fullness of God’s Presence. There is in this tradition a radical con-
tinuity of experience between the heroic ancestors and struggling modern Orthodox believers. Somehow, 
they continue to breathe the very spiritual and cultural air of the ancient Christian world.
 The world community of Orthodox Churches (numbering over 350,000,000) has been an active  
participant in the ecumenical movement since its beginnings. Their leaders have for decades demonstrated 

a deep commitment to dialogues of truth and love, valuing respect, honesty, and coop-
eration among the followers of all religions. Embracing the ethos of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople, the Orthodox seek to grow in understanding of different 
faith traditions as a first step toward fulfilling Christ’s own prayer, “That they may all 
be one.” (John 17:21).
 There are 350 million Orthodox Christians world-wide and more than 4 million in 
the United States. There are 350,000 Orthodox Christians in Metropolitan Chicago.

The “Pantocrator”  
or “All Powerful Christ” 
Dome Iconography of Saints Peter 
and Paul Church; Glenview, Illinois.

The Altar Table and Holy Tabernacle 
of Saints Peter and Paul Church, 
Glenview, Illinois.

The InterFaith Calendar is $18.95 (if ordered 
before November 1, 2013.  After November 1, 
the price is $19.95).  This price includes postage 
and handling within the United States and goes 
toward the support of the project.  Discounts 
on orders of 10 or more are available.  Please 
call for pricing.

Orders by mail: please see form on other side.

The 2014 InterFaith Calendar may be purchased 
on our website too! www.crlmc.org.  All major 
credit cards are accepted.

For questions, please email us at 
info@crlmc.org or call us at (773) 595-4012.


