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Overview Project Proposal

During the first few weeks of life, pheasant chicks consume
primarily protein-rich foods such as insects and other
invertebrates. Large amounts of protein are required for
development of muscles, organs and feathers in rapidly
growing pheasant chicks. When broods first depart from
the nest, the hen will lead her chicks to habitat with good
overhead cover, an open understory, and an abundance
of insects. Overhead cover provides visual concealment
from predators and shade from the summer heat. An open
understory assures that fragile pheasant chicks can navigate
and search for food. Favorable brood habitat is usually
associated with diverse mixes of grasses and forbs. Brood
habitat is specific in nature, but represents an often overlooked
necessity in the critical life cycle of young pheasants.
Broods that have access to high quality brood habitat exhibit Cover Crop Mixes
smaller movements and faster growth rates, both of which
contribute to higher survival. Ideally, brood habitat should
be located in close proximity to nesting cover. Habitat
improvements aimed at providing better brood habitat is
an excellent way to boost pheasant production in your area.

Sample Mix

South Dakota

Hundreds of thousands of acres in crop ground are left
idle or are kept black during the growing season that were
claimed as prevent plant. These areas often times are
under 5 acres in size and are dotted across the landscape.
If these areas were strategically planted to a cover crop
cocktail mix, these acres could provide excellent brood
rearing habitat increasing chick and hen survival therefore
boosting overall pheasant production throughout the state.

For more information contact: Ben Lardy (605) 461.8249 or Mike Stephenson (605) 651.2716




