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Arts-based Community Development Investment for Sitka, Alaska
Alaska Arts Southeast Sitka Fine Arts Camp one of 66 National Endowment for the Arts Our Town projects selected nationwide

Sitka, Alaska -- National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Chairman Jane Chu announced plans to award 66 Our Town grants totaling $5.073 million and reaching 38 states in the Our Town program's fourth year of funding.  Alaska Arts Southeast Sitka Fine Arts Camp is one of those recommended organizations and will receive $100,000 to create and host a Festival of Arts and Sciences on the Sheldon Jackson Campus during summer 2015. 

This year's Our Town projects demonstrate again that excellent art is as fundamental to a community's success as land-use, transportation, education, housing, infrastructure, and public safety, helping build stronger communities that are diverse in geography and character. Our Town funds arts -based community development projects in a way that is authentic, equitable, and augments existing local assets. Since Our Town's inception in 2011 and including these projects, the NEA will have awarded 256 Our Town grants totaling more than $21 million in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.

The NEA grant will support Alaska Arts Southeast Sitka Fine Arts Camp’s new Festival of Arts and Sciences in Sitka, Alaska. The festival will bring together artists and scientists with local experts to participate in collaborative residencies and to host workshops, performances, demonstrations, and presentations on the former Sheldon Jackson College campus. The collaboration between artists and scientists will stimulate creativity, activate the campus with arts activities, and connect the broader continent to the unique Alaskan perspective. Native Alaskan artists and artists from across the nation will participate in the festival and reside on the campus during August. Partners will include Alaska Arts Southeast, City and Borough of Sitka, Sitka Convention and Visitors Bureau, Sitka Sound Science Center, Island Institute, and Alaska State Museum. 

"Alaska Arts Southeast Sitka Fine Arts Camp demonstrates the best in creative community development and whose work will have a valuable impact on its community,” said Chairman Chu. "Through Our Town funding, arts organizations continue to spark vitality that support neighborhoods and public spaces, enhancing a sense of place for residents and visitors alike."  

“I am thrilled about this exciting opportunity for our community,” said Alaska Arts Southeast Sitka Fine Arts Camp Executive Director Roger Schmidt, “Over the last few years, Sitka has seen an incredible renaissance of arts, sciences and culture. I hope that this project will serve as an economic engine towards the future growth of our community and help to cement Sitka’s role as one of the top arts destinations in Alaska.”

The NEA received 275 applications for Our Town this year. Recommended grant amounts ranged from $25,000 to $200,000. 
 For a complete listing of projects recommended for Our Town grant support, please visit the NEA web site at arts.gov. Project descriptions, grants listed by state and by project type, and resources are available as well. 

The Twitter hashtag is #NEAOurTown14

Alaska Arts Southeast, Inc. is an arts organization whose mission is to build community in Alaska by providing opportunities in the arts. Founded in 1973, Alaska Arts Southeast programs include a nationally-recognized summer arts program, performing arts series, after school arts program, artist in the schools program, and artist residencies. Its flagship program, The Sitka Fine Arts Camp (SFAC), provides interdisciplinary summer programs in visual arts, music, theater, dance, writing, and Alaska Native Arts for students from throughout Alaska, the United States, and the world. A leader in arts education, SFAC has been recognized by both the White House and the National Endowment for the Arts for excellence and innovation in arts education and community building. In 2011, Alaska Arts Southeast acquired the abandoned Sheldon Jackson Campus and launched Alaska’s largest-ever grassroots volunteer effort. Since then, over 700 volunteers have contributed over 35,000 volunteer hours to repairing and restoring the campus as a dynamic center for arts. For more information about Alaska Arts Southeast and Sitka Fine Arts Camp visit www.fineartscamp.org
