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Imagination Library in 111 Alaska communities 
Two new affiliates sign on


Imagination Library is now in 111 Alaska communities, from tiny villages to the largest metro areas. The two newest affiliates are in Chevak and Ninilchik. There are 34 local Imagination Library affiliates, most of them serving more than one community. This year, 20 Alaska affiliates will receive grants from Best Beginnings totaling $325,516.


More than 22,000 young children – 41% of the estimated 53,996 children in Alaska under age 5 – are now enrolled in Imagination Library. The children’s literacy program – founded by Dolly Parton – has been growing by leaps and bounds in Alaska since 2009, when Best Beginnings took on the mission to expand it throughout Alaska.

“The evidence is overwhelming that when young children are exposed to books early and often, they develop a love for books and reading. Those positive early experiences help prepare them to succeed in school and in life,” said Abbe Hensley, Executive Director at Best Beginnings. “We’re thrilled to now be reaching 41% of Alaska’s young children, but we won’t be satisfied until Imagination Library is available to every child under 5 in Alaska. New communities are always invited to come on board.”

Imagination Library mails a brand new, age appropriate book each month to every child from birth to age 5 who signs up in participating communities, regardless of family income. There is no charge to the families. Contrary to popular belief, Dolly Parton doesn’t pay for the books. Best Beginnings and local communities raise funds to pay for the books and mailing, and family engagement activities. Each local affiliate relies on a band of volunteers to manage their program. The Dollywood Foundation handles the book delivery system.

Best Beginnings’ approach is that Imagination Library is more than a book delivery program. It’s a way to get whole families and communities involved in early literacy – and help to ensure children begin school ready to succeed.


Thanks to the Alaska Department of Education & Early Development, Governor Sean Parnell, and the Alaska Legislature for funds that are helping Best Beginnings continue to support Imagination Library all over the state.
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