
 

Memo   

 

 
 
While the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is clearly hyper-political, and has continued to be hyper-
partisan, as you know, enrollment has begun.  Below is information regarding the opening of the 
marketplaces in the event you should receive queries regarding enrollment. 
 
Timeline 
 
Between October 1st 2013 and March 31st 2014, eligible citizens will be able to enroll for health 
insurance by visiting www.healthcare.gov or by calling 1-800- 318 – 2596.  The website and call 
center will allow consumers to compare a variety of coverage options for themselves and their 
families in order to make informed decisions about health plans. We would like to ensure that 
AJFCA members are aware of resources that the federal government has constructed regarding 
these respective marketplaces.  
 
Should agencies be contacted by members of the community inquiring about how they can gain 
access to coverage, the most pragmatic pathway is to visit www.healthcare.gov.  Once on the 
site, consumers will be directed to an area of the site called a “marketplace” where they will be 
able to choose insurance that fits their needs.   
 
Marketplaces 
 
There are three types of marketplaces: 
 

• State-Based Marketplace:  The state creates and runs its own marketplace 
 

• State Partnership Marketplace: The state partners with the Federal government to 
perform some of the marketplace’s functions 

 
• Federally-Facilitated Marketplace: The state has a marketplace established and 

operated by the Federal Government 
 
You can find out what types of options are available in your state by visiting 
www.healthcare.gov.  For a national overview of options in each state though, an excellent 
resource is http://www.familiesusa.org/marketplace-outreach-activities/   
 
Healthcare Plans 
 
There are four types of health care plans. These plans are based on the balance of cost-
sharing between the plan and the participant. The categories chosen affect how much the 
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premium will cost each month and what portion of the bill you will pay for services rendered 
(such as hospital visits or prescription drugs). The plan categories below are based on the 
lowest to highest coverage offered: 
 

• Bronze (lowest premiums, but the participant will pay the highest share of service costs) 
 

• Silver 
 

• Gold 
 

• Platinum (highest premiums, but the participate will likely pay the lowest share of service 
costs) 
 

Healthcare Plan Features 
 
Each policy offered will have the following features, termed “essential health benefits”: 
 

• Ambulatory patient services 
 

• Emergency services 
 

• Hospitalization 
 

• Maternity and newborn care 
 

• Behavioral Health (includes mental health and addictive disorder issues) 
 

• Prescription drug coverage 
 

• Rehabilitative and Habilitative Services and Devices 
 

• Laboratory Services 
 

• Preventative and wellness services  
 

• Chronic disease management 
 

• Pediatric services (which include oral and vision care) 
 
For more information or any questions regarding implementation of the Affordable Care Act, 
please contact Jonathan Westin, JFNA Health Policy Director, at 
jonathan.westin@jewishfederations.org or Shelley Rood, AJFCA Washington Director at 
shelley.rood@jewishfederations.org.  
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