
If you help people with Original Medicare get certain durable medical equipment and supplies, 
such as oxygen, walkers, or wheelchairs, you should know about a Medicare program, called 
the Durable Medical Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics, and Supplies (DMEPOS) competitive 
bidding program, that saves money for taxpayers and people with Medicare and may change 
the suppliers people with Medicare will need to use. 
 
The first round of the program, called the Round 1 Rebid, went into effect on January 1, 2011 in 
nine areas of the country including Charlotte-Gastonia-Rock Hill, NC-SC; Cincinnati-Middletown, 
OH-KY-IN; Cleveland-Elyria-Mentor, OH; Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX; Kansas City, MO-KS; 
Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach, FL; Orlando-Kissimmee- Sanford, FL; Pittsburgh, PA; 
Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario, CA.  This round of the program meant savings of an average 
of 35 percent for people with Medicare while preserving access to quality items.   
 
Medicare is required by law to recompete contracts for the DMEPOS competitive bidding 
program at least once every three years. The Round 1 Rebid supplier contracts will end on 
December 31, 2013. On January 1, 2014, new contracts and prices for the Round 1 Recompete 
in the same nine areas take effect.  The average savings from the new prices are 37 
percent.  There will also be some changes to the specific DMEPOS items that are part of the 
program in these areas starting on January 1, 2014.    
 

When a round of the program goes into effect in an area, people with Original Medicare who 
live in or travel to that area and use the items listed below will likely need to get these items 
from a contract supplier for that round if they want Medicare to help pay for the item.  If they 
live in one of these nine competitive bid areas and are renting oxygen or certain other durable 
medical equipment as of January 1, 2014, they may be able to continue renting these items 
from their current supplier if that supplier has a new contract or decides to become a 
grandfathered supplier (non-contract suppliers that choose to continue to provide certain 
rented medical equipment or oxygen under the terms of the program).  
 

So people will need to find out which suppliers are Medicare contract suppliers to make 

sure Medicare can help pay for their medical equipment or supplies. You can find out if a 

supplier is a contract supplier for the program by visiting 

http://www.medicare.gov/SupplierDirectory/ or by calling 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-

4227).   

Effective January 1, 2014, the items included in the nine areas are:  
 

1.       Respiratory Equipment and Related Supplies and Accessories 

         includes oxygen, oxygen equipment, and supplies; continuous positive airway 
pressure (CPAP) devices and respiratory assist devices (RADs) and related 
supplies and accessories; and standard nebulizers  

2.       Standard Mobility Equipment and Related Accessories 

         includes walkers, standard power and manual wheelchairs, scooters, and 
related accessories 

3.       General Home Equipment and Related Accessories 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=34045007&msgid=240191&act=GLVH&c=1185304&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.medicare.gov%2FSupplierDirectory%2F


         includes hospital beds and related accessories, group 1 and 2 support surfaces, 
transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulation (TENS) devices, commode chairs, 
patient lifts, and seat lifts  

4.       Enteral Nutrients, Equipment and Supplies 
5.       Negative Pressure Wound Therapy Pumps and Related Supplies and Accessories 
6.       External Infusion Pumps and Supplies 
 

Later this month, Medicare is mailing information to people with Medicare in these nine areas 
who use the items included in the program.  You can review the letters, introductory brochure 
and other program education materials by visiting http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-
Education/Outreach/Partnerships/DMEPOS_Toolkit.html. 
 

If you help people with Original Medicare who live in or travel to one of these nine areas and 
who need one of the items included in the program, please make this information available to 
them.  Please note that the upcoming changes do not affect the National Mail-Order Program 
for diabetic testing supplies that went into effect on July 1, 2013.  Under the National Mail-
Order Program, people with Original Medicare in all areas of the country need to use a 
Medicare national mail-order contract supplier for Medicare to pay for diabetic testing supplies 
that are delivered to their homes. If they don’t want diabetic testing supplies delivered to their 
homes, they can go to any local store (local pharmacy or storefront supplier) that’s enrolled 
with Medicare and buy them there. 
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