OLLI at BCC

Who, What, and Where

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Berkshire Community College (OLLI at BCC)
OLLI at BCC is a membership-run educational organization designed to: 
· Offer non-credit courses created and developed by and for its members on topics reflecting a variety of interests;
· Encourage members to serve on committees, to participate in events, to be course coordinators, facilitators and lecturers and to promote peer interaction;
· Provide programs of special events, distinguished speakers and travel to educational venues and events both within and outside of the state of Massachusetts.

Bernard Osher Foundation and OLLI at BCC
OLLI at BCC is one of 117 lifelong learning institutes that has received support from the Bernard Osher Foundation (see www.osherfoundation.org).  The gifts from this foundation culminated in two $1 million grants to establish an endowment.  The Osher Foundation stipulated that this endowment shall only use the income it generates to help defray operating costs.  This $2 million endowment has been invested by the Berkshire Community College Foundation.  
Berkshire Community College

Our OLLI is fortunate to have Berkshire Community College as its sponsoring institution.  Aside from having the College as our home base, it provides office space and the use of the facility for classrooms, meetings, and events.  The College manages our endowment through its Foundation and provides internet, video editing equipment, computers, phone service, and much more.  Most importantly, "Community" is the college's middle name and, as defined in its mission, the College provides lifelong learning opportunities to the community’s entire population spectrum. OLLI at BCC is a program within the College’s Division of Community Education and Workforce Development and the Vice President of that division serves on the OLLI at BCC Board of Directors.
Berkshire County

The Berkshires is a hilly region in the western-most part of Massachusetts, stretching north to the Vermont border and south to Connecticut. To the west is New York State, and to the east a ridge of hills over which runs the Appalachian Trail.
Settled in the late 1700s and early 1800s, the region is, in many ways, classic New England. It embraces 30 mainly rural towns and two small cities, Pittsfield, the Berkshire County seat, and North Adams. The region is equidistant from Boston — about 120 miles east — and New York City — about 120 miles southwest, or a two to two-and-a-half-hour drive.
The history of the area boasts a tradition of arts and letters from the 19th century on, with famous American authors such as Herman Melville and Nathaniel Hawthorne, who resided in the area, and Henry David Thoreau, whose visits to the Berkshires were frequent. In the early 20th century, this was home to Edith Wharton, who built a summer estate called The Mount. It was the summer getaway for the rich and powerful during the Gilded Age, when many luxurious Berkshire “cottages” were built. 

The Berkshires is a vibrant hub for the arts and is internationally recognized as home to some of the finest cultural attractions, museums, colleges, and historical sites. Tucked in among the charming New England towns are world-class festivals and art centers.  It is a very special area in which to work and live.
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