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Second Unitarian Church of Chicago 

Board of Trustees 

Wednesday, May 14, 2014 

 

Trustees present: 

Berlinda Browne, Molly Rossow, Jill Siegel, Laura Barnes, Darrin Weatherspoon, Karen Fort, Monica 

Drane, Gregory Redfeairn, Melanie Bienemann, Kimberly Bares 

 

Staff present: 

Jen Duston, Rev. Adam Robersmith 

 

Guests present: 

Linda Groetzinger, Tom Denio, Susan Zeigler 

 

Monica called the meeting to order at 7:05pm.  

 

Motion to approve minutes made by Darrin, seconded by Jill. Motion carried.  

Motion to approve agenda made by Karen, seconded by Molly. Motion carried.  

 

The Board shared recitation of the covenant and then did a check-in, led by Adam.  

 

Linda Groetzinger, member, made a motion, seconded by Karen, to allocate $420 in the next budget for 

coffee from CafeChicago, which would be for coffee hour. CafeChicago is a nonprofit roasting facility, 

coffee is organic and fair trade and provides employment at a fair wage. Linda estimated usage, spoke 

with Laura McKee, coordinator of Coffee Hour and had support from the Social Justice Committee. 

Monica made a motion to table the motion, seconded by Gregory, in order to incorporate this request 

into the full budget discussion.  

 

Ordination request from Karen Mooney: the request must be put onto the agenda of a church business 

meeting, such as the Annual Meeting. She is looking for a fall date; her partner, Pam has just been called 

as the permanent minister of the Hinsdale UU Church. Laura made a motion, seconded by Jill, that the 

Board endorse her request and put her request on the agenda of the Annual meeting. Motion carried. 

Adam will communicate the Board’s motion to her.  

 

Staff reports 

• Minister’s report (distributed via e-mail on May 13) 

o Adam reported that the chairs were purchased from his partner, Don’s, company as 

they were moving offices. He purchased 84 chairs at a cost of $500, and he and Don are 

donating them to the church. The Board expressed gratitude and appreciation for the 

gift, thoughtfulness and persistence.   

• Office administrator’s report (distributed via e-mail on May 11) 

• DFD’s report (distributed via e-mail on May 12) 

 

Finance 

• Canvass 

• Update: 149 pledge units for a total amount of $230,173 (vs.dollar goal of $223,510); 

196 people covered by 149 pledge units, 214 current members 

• We have made some progress regarding the Planned Giving Campaign 
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• Monica reminded canvassers to please send thank-you notes to those who have made 

pledge commitments 

• Unfulfilled pledges update: the Board will review this at the June meeting  

• Budget report and balance sheet and metrics report provided by Jen (distributed by Jen via e-

mail on May 12); accepted as informational 

• Finance Committee met on Sunday, May 4: Monica 

• Board chat on Sunday, May 11: Monica sent a written summary of chat, which focused on 

responses to proposed budget and generated feedback 

• Treasurer’s report: Gregory highlighted the actual YTD versus Budget. We may possibly have a 

surplus this year versus the planned deficit of $7174. Gregory recommends that the building 

maintenance/repair funds be increased. Gregory made a motion to strike #7 on his report and 

to edit #2, to reflect that 80% of pledges are in. Motion carried.  

• The draft budget for 2014-15 was reviewed and discussed. The main highlight is that staff are 

finally being paid at least at the minimum fair compensation guidelines in addition to allocating 

10% of the employee’s salary for retirement benefits. We are also in compliance with UUA 

guidelines for health insurance. We are on target for non-salaried employees, as well. We have a 

balanced budget. We are still short of UUA recommendations for professional development, and 

our Office Administrator is doing work of Congregational Administrator, leaving us short on 

salary according to the UUA guidelines. The Board reviewed income and expense items as well 

as the notes. Jill offered to assist in formatting the Excel document.  

• A motion was made by Jill and seconded by Laura to increase Adam’s salary by $1050, Sexton 

FICA by $477, Legal Review by $250, eliminate the deficit by $43. These increases were offset by 

decreases in Stewardship by $500, Library by $100, Pest Control by $444, Bookkeeper by $400, 

Buildings Repair and Maintenance by $200, Rental Promotion by $400. The motion carried 

unanimously.  

• Jill made a motion, seconded by Berlinda, to approve the budget as amended. The motion 

carried.  

 

Staff/personnel 

• UUA Retirement Plan 

• Gregory will send information to UUA immediately following May 18 annual meeting.  

• We will make an adjustment to disability insurance to be effective July 1 

 

Congregational health 

• Council report (including news about new committee leadership for new fiscal year?): Laura 

• Committee BoT liaison reports/updates 

• Fundraising--Berlinda 

• Hospitality--Darrin 

• LFD--see Raquel’s report 

• Membership--Molly 

• Music--Kimberly 

• Social justice--Karen 

• SSC--Melanie 

• COM--Jill 
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Governance and policy 

• Sue D. has agreed to serve as our parliamentarian for the annual meeting (except during the 

vote on Karen Mooney’s ordination request)...a professional parliamentarian would cost us 

about $750 

• Molly volunteered to be a time-keeper for the annual meeting. 

• Annual meeting preparations 

• committee reports and copies of agenda ready for Sunday will be printed by Jen 

• draft budget ready for Sunday? 

• certification of a quorum (membership is 214 so quorum is 54)--Kimberly and Jen 

• copies of minutes from annual meeting 2013 ready for Sunday 

• approval of minutes from annual meeting 2013--Kimberly 

• review agenda (distributed via e-mail on May 9) 

• paper ballots (possibly for budget, ordination request, and/or nominations) 

• post info on website/google calendar? 

• other needs? 

• monthly board chat, board welcome, and periodic new member orientation session on 

“governance” 

• Board chat host for June 15 will be Berlinda 

• Board welcome for May 25 will be Jill 

• Devon Bank signers: Kimberly made a motion, seconded by Berlinda, to name board members 

Darrin Weatherspoon, Karen Fort and Molly Rossow as authorized signers on the account. 

Motion carried. 

 

Building, grounds, and infrastructure 

• MANY thanks to Adam and Don for the donation of new chairs!!! 

 

Old business 

• The energy audit was completed.  

 

New business 

• Jill announced that she will not be completing her second year of her two-year term. This will 

not affect the operations of the Board as the Board size was supposed to be smaller next year 

anyway. 

 

Melanie made a motion, seconded by Jill, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:13pm.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kimberly Bares, Secretary, Board of Trustees 

 


