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Upcoming 

GWA  

Workshops 

Self-publishing and Promotion: Dr. Leverett Butts 
by Lance Hansard 

 Saturday, February 
15th: David Tucker and 
Peggy Allen, Speakers. 
Decatur Public Library. 
Noon-2 pm.  

 Saturday, March 15th: 
Jessica Handler, 
Speaker. Decatur Public 
Library. 11am-1pm. 

 Saturday, April 12th: 
Amanda Kyle Williams, 
Speaker. Decatur Public 
Library. Noon-2pm. 

 Saturday, May 10th: 
Margaret Johnson-
Hodges, Speaker. KSU 
Center: Room 300. 
Noon-2pm. 
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"Neither rain, nor snow, nor 
sleet, nor hail shall keep the 
postmen from their appointed 
rounds." Even though Dr. Lev-
erett Butts has no official affili-
ation to the US Postal Service, 
he delivered his presentation, 
“Self-Publishing and Promo-
tion,” at the Georgia Writers 
Association’s January workshop 
despite the bad weather. 

Self-publishing is a hot topic 
among Georgia authors as it is 
an emerging trend in the pub-
lishing industry. Attendees were 
able take away some useful 
advice and gain tremendous 
insights about the process as 
Dr. Butts shared his own expe-

riences he encountered while 
self-publishing two several of 
his own books. 

During the workshop, Dr. 
Butts discussed the pros and 
cons of self-publishing, and he 
discussed various companies 
that offer this service to au-
thors. “Beware of the vanity 
presses,” Dr. Butts warns. He 
claims that these businesses will 
publish your book, but they 
want their money up-front. 
“Most of the vanity presses do 
very little—to nothing at all—
to promote your book,” and 
the author may have to pur-
chase a set number of books 
rather than the print-on-

demand services that other 
publishers offer. He claims, 
“there are better ways to go 
about self-publishing and pro-
moting one’s book than vanity 
presses.” 

Monthly Memos from the Georgia Writers Association 

David Tucker, DeKalb County 
Public Library Coordinator for 
Collections, and Peggy Von-
sherie Allen, Director of the 
Roads and Drainage Depart-
ment for DeKalb County, will 
discuss the steps they took, 
from start to finish, to get 
their books published.   

David C. Tucker is the author 
of numerous books about 
classic film and television his-
tory, including the biographies 
of: Shirley Booth, Eve Arden, 

and Joan Davis. David authors 
a blog on BlogSpot. He lives 
outside Atlanta, Georgia and 
has been a library professional 
for several years.   

Peggy Allen has authored a 
numerous technical papers, 
articles, and two books. Her 
latest book, The Pecan Orchard: 
Journey of a Sharecropper’s Daugh-
ter can be found in book 
stores, libraries and around the 
world. Allen’s professional 
engineering experience in-

cludes work with the Tennes-
see Valley Authority and the 
Georgia Department of Trans-
portation.   

Georgia Writers Association February Workshop 
“So You Want to Write a Book: Ideas, Challenges and the Finished Product” 
Presented by David Tucker and Peggy Vonsherie Allen 

For more information about this 

workshop click here. 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://www.dekalblibrary.org/branches/decatur.html
http://www.dekalblibrary.org/branches/decatur.html
http://www.dekalblibrary.org/branches/decatur.html
http://www.dekalblibrary.org/branches/decatur.htmlC:/Users/User/Documents/HP%20Photosmart%20Projects
http://www.dekalblibrary.org/branches/decatur.htmlC:/Users/User/Documents/HP%20Photosmart%20Projects
http://www.kennesaw.edu/events/venues/ksu_center.php
http://www.kennesaw.edu/events/venues/ksu_center.php
http://www.davidctucker.blogspot.com/
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=i6byw7bab&oeidk=a07e8twcv74543047c5
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Deadline Extended for Georgia Author of  the Year Nominations  

by Candace Deal 

Welcome New Members 

by Katie Marvel 

The Georgia Writers Association would like to welcome the following writers who 
have recently become members or renewed their memberships. Thank you for your 
participation and support, and we look forward to helping you accomplish your 
goals as a writer. 
 

 Curtis Barber 
 Janice Bearden 
 John Bradford 
 Jill Cox-Cordova 
 Felicia Dillon 
 Carolyn Lawrence 
 Tim Link 
 Richard Taylor 
 Charles Singleton 
 Emily Zalsuka 

The nomination deadline for this year’s Georgia 

Author of the Year Awards (GAYA) has been 

extended to February 15, 2014. Books published 

within the 2013 calendar year are eligible to be 

nominated. Traditionally or self-published books 

are accepted along with electronically published 

books for a major platform, such as Nook, Kin-

dle, and iPad. Nominated authors must either 

currently live in Georgia or have been a resident 

when the book was written. For complete guide-

lines and submission requirements, please see 

GAYA Guidelines 2014. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Geor-

gia Author of the Year Awards (GAYA), the 

oldest literary award in the southeast. The 

Awards, first held by the Dixie Council of Au-

thors and Journalists in 1964 in honor of Georgia 

writers, has been hosted by the Georgia Writers 

Association (GWA) since 1994. As the awards 

have grown in prestige and participation, catego-

ries have been added or modified to reflect the 

changes in the literary marketplace. In addition to 

various fiction and poetry categories, GAYA has 

expanded to include nonfiction genres. The Post-

humous Achievement Award, a new addition in 

2013, and the Lifetime Achievement Award seek 

to honor exceptional efforts of Georgia’s past 

and present authors. 

Nominations must be submitted electronically 

through the 50th Annual Georgia Author of the 

Year Awards Nomination form. 

One winner and one finalist for each category 

will be announced at the GAYA banquet on June 

7, 2014. The ceremony will be held in Room 400 

of the Kennesaw State University Center, Kenne-

saw, Georgia, from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. 

The GWA, in collaboration with the Department 

of Humanities at Kennesaw State University, is a 

nonprofit organization dedicated to educating 

and encouraging writers through monthly writers 

workshops and the annual Red Clay Writers 

Conference. 

Katie Marvel is the 

Administrator for the 

Georgia Writers 

Association. 

Become a member of 

the Georgia Writers 

Association for 

discounts to workshops 

& conferences, 

exclusive online  

resources, and more!  

Join today at 

www.georgiawriters.org 

Save the Date: 

GAYA Awards 

June 7, 2014 

KSU Center 

6:00 - 10:00p.m. 

 

Candace Deal is a 

student in the 

MAPW Program at 

KSU, has written for 

national consumer 

magazines and con-

tributes elementary 

school curriculum to 

teacher publications.  

http://origin.library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1101548750760-545/50th+GAYA+Guidelines.pdf
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?llr=i6byw7bab&oeidk=a07e8g9knutaaec0284
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?llr=i6byw7bab&oeidk=a07e8g9knutaaec0284
http://www.georgiawriters.org/index.php/join-us
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Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum 

FoxTale Book Shoppe 

Emory University Continuing Education: Creative Writing: 

Ece.emory.edu 

WRITE NOW Writer’s Workshop: 

www.meetup.com 

Hollis Gillespie Writing Workshops: 

www.hollisgillespie.com 

Events and Workshops Around Georgia: 

Looking to showcase your talents? 

Try one of these contests: 

Atlanta Review International Poetry 

Competition 

www.atlantareview.com 

Writing Contests, Grants & Awards 

www.pw.org 

Click the icons to 

Connect with the 

Georgia Writers 

Association on social 

media. 

As an example, Dr. Butts ex-
plained how he went about 
publishing his latest novella, 
Guns of the Waste Land I: Depar-
ture. Step by step, he led the 
conversation about cover art, 
page layout, fonts and titles, 
and which services offer more 
user–friendly software in the 
process. Due to the lively dis-
cussion, it is apparent that the 
authors in attendance walked 
away with a better understand-
ing of how to go about self-
publishing and promoting the 
book once published.  

Dr. Leverett Butts teaches com-
position and literature at the 
Gainesville campus of the Uni-
versity of North Georgia. His 
poetry and fiction have ap-
peared in Eclectic and The 
Georgia State University Re-
view. He is the recipient of 
several fiction prizes offered by 
the University of West Georgia 
and TAG Publishing. His first 
collection of short fiction, Emi-
ly's Stitches: The Confessions of 
Thomas Calloway and Other Stories, 
has been nominated for the 
2013 Georgia Author of the 

Self-publishing and Promotion (continued from page 1) 

Lance Hansard is the 

current Graduate 

Research Assistant for 

the Georgia Writers 

Association and editor 

of the newsletter. 

Last year, Leverett was 
nominated for Georgia 
Author of the Year in the 
Short Story category and 
has held a variety of writers 
workshops throughout 
Georgia. 

-Katie Marvel 

Year Award in Short Fiction. 
Dr. Butts currently resides in 
Temple, Georgia, with his wife, 
son, their Jack Russell terrier, 
and a couple of antisocial cats.  

http://www.jimmycarterlibrary.gov/events/
http://www.foxtalebookshoppe.com/events/
http://ece.emory.edu/catalogDetail.php?CatalogID=51
http://www.meetup.com/WRITE-NOW-Writers-workshop/
http://www.hollisgillespie.com/
http://www.atlantareview.com/page6.html
http://www.pw.org/grants?order=Deadline&filter0=All&filter1=All&&perpage=100
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Georgia-Writers-Association-27606?trk=myg_ugrp_ovr
http://www.pinterest.com/gawriters/
https://twitter.com/gawriters
https://www.facebook.com/groups/georgiawriters/
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Sue Monk Kidd lives in Florida but still considers Georgia home. She grew up 
in the small town of  Sylvester, Georgia and was in Atlanta recently to discuss 
her latest novel, The Invention of Wings. 

The tale, set in antebellum Charleston, South Carolina, weaves parallel stories 
about two young girls.  Sarah Grimke received ten-year-old Hettie (Handful) 

for her 11th birthday – a gift from her slave-owning parents.  Sarah defied the laws of South Carolina by 
teaching Hettie how to read and the two became close friends. The historical novel traces the life of abolition-
ist and early feminist Sarah and Hettie Grimke as they both struggle for different kinds of freedom. 

The following is a condensed version of a Q & A released to the Georgia Writer’s Association by Kidd’s publicist at Viking. 

THE INVENTION OF WINGS takes place in the early part of the nineteenth century in Charles-
ton. What was it like to write a novel set two hundred years ago? How is historical fiction relevant for 
readers today? 

Basically, I sat down at my computer almost daily for three and half years and transported myself back in 
time. I would be in the grand Grimké house on East Bay Street in Charleston, or in the work yard where the 
Grimké slaves carried on behind hidden walls, or I might be on a ship sailing north, or in the attic room of an 
abolitionist home in Philadelphia. 

That we are the sum of our history has never seemed truer to me, and I think it’s why historical fiction has the 
potential to be sharply relevant. Sometimes the best way, even the only way, to see ourselves clearly in the 
present is to take a good look at where we came from. 

In both THE INVENTION OF WINGS and Bees you address issues of and explore racial relations. 
What inspires this interest? 

During my childhood in the South in the fifties and sixties, I witnessed terrible racial injustices and divides. I 
grew up amid the backdrop of separate water fountains, black maids riding in the back seats of white ladies’ 
cars, Rosa Parks, and Civil Rights marches. I graduated from the first integrated class at my high school, and I 
can still see the barrage of balled up notebook paper that was thrown at black students as they walked to class, 
a scene that ended up in the pages of The Secret Life of Bees.  

I imagine there’s always some mystery involved in why novelists gravitate to certain subjects, but I believe I’ve 
been drawn to write about racial themes because they are part of me, and also because they matter deeply to 
me. I can’t help but feel a social responsibility about it as a writer.  

Storytelling happens in many ways in your new novel. Handful’s mother, Charlotte, tells her story 
through a quilt. What inspired you to portray her story in this way? 

I was inspired by the magnificent quilts of Harriet Powers, who was born into slavery in 1837 in Georgia. She 
used West African appliqué technique and designs to tell stories, mostly about Biblical events, legends, and 
astronomical occurrences.  

It seemed more than plausible to me that many enslaved women, forbidden to read and write, would have 
devised subversive ways to voice themselves, to keep their memories alive. In my novel, Charlotte is the 
Grimké’s accomplished seamstress, and I envisioned her using needle and cloth the way others use paper and 
pen, attempting to set down the events of her life in a single quilt. The quilt in the novel is meant to be more 
than a warm blanket or an artful piece of handiwork. It is Charlotte’s story. As she tells her daughter, Handful, 
the quilt squares are pieces of her, the same as the meat on her bones. 

Without revealing too much, what does the title THE INVENTION OF WINGS symbolize? 

I’m one of those writers who likes to have a title before I begin to write. A title helps me to shape my inten-
tion and my understanding of what I’m doing. It provides a focus, as well as giving me something concrete 
and visual I can play with. I will spend an inordinate amount of time writing down possible titles until I find 
one my imagination seizes upon. When THE INVENTION OF WINGS popped into my head, my imagi-
nation sort of lit up. Wings, of course, symbolize flight and freedom, and they became a central metaphor in 
the story. 

More information 

about the Georgia 

Writers Association 

and the board can 

be found here. 

http://www.georgiawriters.org/index.php/about-us

