
Volume 2 Issue 4 May 2013 

Upcoming 

GWA Events 

 Saturday, May 18:  
Red Clay Writers  
Conference. KSU  
Social Sciences Building 
in Kennesaw.  

 Saturday, June 15:  
Georgia Author of the 
Year Awards banquet 
and ceremony, KSU 
Center in Kennesaw. 
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Did you know that GWA offers 
a free poetry workshop after 

each monthly event for its  
members? Attendees exchange 

poems in advance in order to 
prepare for the workshop and 

discuss poets, poetry genres, 
publication, and poetic devices. 

Please contact JoAnn Dropp for 
further information at 

JLDropp@yahoo.com. 

Join us for a full day of workshops focusing on 
molding and refining writing craft. This event 
will be held in the Social Sciences Building on 
the Kennesaw State University campus. Indi-
vidual workshops will be held in the genres of 
Fiction, Nonfiction, Poetry, Mystery, Thriller, 
Teen Fiction, and Book Publishing and Mar-
keting. From these workshops, attendees will 
learn techniques applicable to their own writ-
ing endeavors. 
 
Each workshop will last one hour and will be 
followed by a fifteen-minute break. Through-
out the day, refreshments will be available in 
the lobby. A list of nearby restaurants will be 
included in the program for those wishing to 
venture out for the lunch break.  

If you are interested in sponsoring the event, 
we will provide a table in the atrium for you to 
display your own materials. The table will be 
available to you for the entirety of the confer-
ence and is an excellent way to advertise your 
business! For more information on sponsor-
ship, visit http://conta.cc/17rgvId.  
 
This is one of our biggest events of the year! 
Please don't miss this opportunity to learn 
from experienced professionals and published 
authors! 
 
For a full list of workshops, speakers, and com-
plete registration details, please visit http://
conta.cc/13uZ8YN. 

The Georgia Writers Associa-
tion is pleased to announce 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
winner for 2011, Mr. Terry 
Kay, as the Red Clay Writers 
Conference keynote speaker 
for 2013.  
 
A 2009 recipient of the Gover-
nor's Award in the Humanities 
and a 2006 inductee into the 
Georgia Writers Hall of Fame, 
Terry Kay has been a sports  
writer and film and theater 

reviewer for the Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution, a pub-
lic relations executive, and a 
corporate officer. He is the 
author of twelve pub-
lished works of adult fiction, 
including his most recent re-
lease, a collection of short sto-
ries entitled The Greats of 
Cuttercane. 
 
The Greats of Cuttercane, for 
which he received anoth-
er Georgia Author of the Year 

Award in 2011, is a collection 
of stories about characters 
from a small north Georgia 
town known as Cuttercane, all 
relating to a mystical body of 
water called Asa’s Spring. “I’ve 
always believed Southern liter-
ature could be character driv-
en or caricature driven,” Kay 
explained. “In Cuttercane, I 
deliberately chose to do it as 
caricature. For me, it was an 
interesting exercise in style 

(Continued on page 2) 

Red Clay Keynote Speaker for 2013, Mr. Terry Kay 
by Brenda Wilson 
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Brenda Wilson is 
a graduate student at 
Kennesaw State  
University majoring in 
creative writing in the 
Master of Arts in 
Professional Writing 
program. She hopes to 
graduate in May, 
2014. 
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Stay tuned for 
the June 2013 
issue for a pre-

view of the  
Georgia  

Author of the 
Year Awards  

to be held  
Saturday, 
June 15. 

For more  
information 

visit:  
www.authorof

theyear.org 

and great fun in discovering the 
people.”  
 
His other works include Bog-
meadow's Wish, The Book of 
Marie, To Dance with the White 
Dog, The Valley of Light, Taking 
Lottie Home, The Kidnapping of  
Aaron Greene, Shadow, The 
Runaway, Dark Thirty, After 
Eli, and The Year the Lights 
Came On, as well as a book of 
essays, Special K, and a chil-
dren's book, To Whom the An-
gel Spoke. 
 
Kay reflects on his written 
works, “Though I am best known 
for To Dance with the White 
Dog, I think my most important 
work is The Book of Marie, pri-
marily because it is the view of a 
white southerner during the civil 
rights movement; a person born 
in segregation who becomes a 
passive witness to and accidental 
participant in desegregation. I 
think little has been written 
about the impact of civil rights 
on young whites, who experi-
enced incredible change in their 
lives, change that, in many ways, 
was equal to the change experi-
enced by young blacks. That 
grand song, 'We Shall Over-
come,' was as appropriate for 
young whites as for young 
blacks. It's a book I am proud to 
have written because I think it 
represents a facet of history that 
has essentially been ignored.” 
The Book of Marie garnered for 
Kay a Georgia Author of the Year 
Award in 2008. 

 
"Terry Kay is a perfect writer for 
those who love to read. His prose 
contains music and passion 
and fire.  His work is tender and 
heartbreaking and memora-
ble. Kay's To Dance With the 
White Dog is a sensitive por-
trait—a love/grief story of a 
man's final rite of passage, much 
in the style of Hemingway’s 
Old Man and the Sea. Yet, Kay 
gives us his old man, Sam Peek, 
with such clarity and familiarity 
that the story does not belong 
wholly to him, but to us as well. 
And that is what writing is sup-
posed to accomplish. All of us 
long to understand what Sam 
Peek understood. All of us want 
to 'dance with the white dog,’” 
raves Pat Conroy, best-selling 
author of The Prince of Tides. 
 
Three of Terry Kay’s novels have 
been produced as Hallmark Hall 
of Fame movies, To Dance with 
the White Dog, The Runa-
way, and The Valley of Light.  

He has received the Georgia Au-
thor of the Year award four 
times, and in 2004 was present-
ed with the Townsend Prize, 
considered Georgia’s top literary 
award. In October of 2006, he 
received the prestigious Appala-
chian Heritage Writer's Award 
from Shepherd University in 
Shepherdstown, West Virginia. 
In March of 2007, he was pre-
sented the Brooke Baker Award 
from Dunwoody Library honor-
ing his career as a writer. In that 
same year, Kay accepted the 
Stanley W. Lindberg Award, 
named for the late editor of The 
Georgia Review, and considered 
one of the state's most prestig-
ious literary honors, given for an 
individual's significant contribu-
tion to the preservation and cele-
bration of Georgia's literary her-
itage. 
 
Terry Winter Kay was born Feb-
ruary 10,1938, in Hart County, 
Georgia, the eleventh of twelve 
children to T. H. Kay, a farmer 
and nurseryman, and Viola 
Winn Kay. He grew up on a 
farm, played football for Royston 
High School, and earned his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in social 
science from LaGrange College 
in 1959. In August of that year, 
he married Tommie Duncan. 
Kay and his wife now reside in 
Athens, Georgia. They have been 
married for fifty-two years, and 
have four children, ten grand-
children, and three great grand-
children.   

Red Clay Keynote Speaker  

(continued from page 1) 

 May 4, Poetry Atlanta Presents: Amanda 
Auchter, Megan Volpert, and Julie E.  
Bloemeke, Charis Books and More, Atlanta. 
www.charisbooksandmore.com/event 

 May 7, Maria Semple, Where’d You Go,  
Bernadette?, The Margaret Mitchell House &  
Museum, Atlanta. 
www.margaretmitchellhouse.com/cms/
Lectures+/489.html 

 May 9, Josh Hanagarne, The World’s Strongest 
Librarian, Decatur Library Auditorium,  
Decatur. 
www.georgiacenterforthebook.org/Events/
show.php?id=578 

 May 11, Kimberla Lawson Roby, A House 
Divided, Barnes & Noble, Augusta. 
store-locator.barnesandnoble.com/
event/79200 
   (continued of page 3) 
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Red Clay 2013 Sponsors  

Grady Thrasher,  

Children’s Book Writer 

www.timandsally.com 

The "Tim and Sally Adventure 

Series" of children's books. 

Tim and Sally's Vegetable 

Garden, Tim and Sally's 

Beach Adventure, and Tim 

and Sally's Year in Poems. 

Angela DeCaires, Marketing Manager 
www.booklogix.com 
 
Writing a book? Let us help you publish it! BookLogix  
provides a complete range of publishing and printing ser-
vices to authors and independent publishers. We work with 
you step-by-step to help you publish any type of book: fic-
tion, non-fiction, children's books, business, self-help, cook-
books, photo books, memoirs, and more. You own and keep 
all the rights to your book. We also offer free workshops and  
webinars on a variety of publishing topics! Check out  
www.BookLogix.com for upcoming events. 

Deborah Malone, Writer 

www.deborah-malone.com 

An adventure with your friend should never include murder and 

mayhem. Murder in Marietta follows historical magazine writer 

Trixie Montgomery on her latest assignment that can make or 

break her new career. The Marietta History Museum’s resident 

ghosts are stirring up trouble in historic downtown Marietta, 

Georgia. Trixie begs her best friend to come along.  Their plans to 

research the spooky sightings vanish into thin air when a dead 

body is discovered in the museum. The director of the museum 

and her boss’s friend, Doc Pennington, shoots to the top of the 

suspect list when his fingerprints are the only ones found on the 

murder weapon—a civil war rifle. Unwilling to risk losing her 

boss’s faith in her journalistic abilities, Trixie and Dee Dee offer 

to help sniff out the real culprit only to wind up in hot water 

when they are kidnapped by the real killers. Will they be rescued 

in time? 

(continued from page 2) 

 May 14, Lurlene McDaniel, All the Days of 
Her Life, Little Shop of Stories, Decatur. 
www.littleshopofstories.com/events.php 

 May 16, Patti Callahan Henry, And Then I 
Found You, Book Exchange, Marietta. 
www.bookexchangemarietta.com/Events.html 

 May 23, Nathaniel Rich, Odds Against  
Tomorrow, Avid Bookshop, Athens. 
www.avidbookshop.com/event/author-
nathaniel-rich-conversation 

 May 25, Raymond L. Atkins, Front Porch  
Prophet, Barnes & Noble, Rome. 
store-locator.barnesandnoble.com/
event/4316634 

 May 28, Erica Robuck, Call Me Zelda, FoxTale 
Book Shoppe, Woodstock. 
www.foxtalebookshoppe.com/events 

 May 30, Claire Cook, Wallflower in Bloom, 
Bookmiser, Marietta. 
www.bookmiser.net 
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Red Clay 2013 Presenters  

Raymond L. Atkins resides in Rome, Georgia, where he is an instructor of  
English at Georgia Northwestern Technical College. His first novel, The Front 
Porch Prophet, was published by Medallion Press in 2008 and was awarded the 
Georgia Author of the Year Award for First Novel. His second novel, Sorrow Wood, 
was published by Medallion Press in 2009. His third novel, Camp Redemption, has 
been released by Mercer University Press and was awarded the Ferrol Sams Award 
for Fiction. He is currently writing his fourth novel, Sweetwater Blues. 

Sue Bowron, MBA, MAPW, is a biographer, feature article writer, and a  
business communications professional.  She is the lead author of An Act of  
Bravery: Otis W. McDonald and the Second Amendment and co-author of 
Through a Teacher’s Eyes: The Mabel Lawrence Thomas Story. She also wrote 
The Soil’s Surprise, a technical documentation of fast-track construction,  
numerous publications on voice and data networks in the telecommunications 
and financial services fields, and other fascinating fiction. She lives in Cumming 
with her husband and cocker spaniel, and has two other budding biographies on 
her desk. 

Thom Brucie earned his BA in English and Education at Hobart College, 
summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa.  At the University of Louisiana,  
Lafayette, he studied with Mr. Earnest Gaines, and earned an MA in English 
and Creative Writing.  He earned a PhD in Creative Writing from the  
prestigious writing program founded by John Gardner at Binghamton  
University. His novel, Weapons of Cain, is available at Amazon; the e-book 
is available from MilSpeak Books. Dr. Brucie teaches Creative Writing,  
Folklore, and American Literature at Brewton-Parker College in Mount 
Vernon, Georgia. 

Dr. Carmen Acevedo Butcher was the 2006 Carnegie Foundation Professor 
of the Year for Georgia and 46th Georgia Author of the Year for The Cloud of 
Unknowing. Twice a Fulbright grantee, Dr. Butcher taught a year at Sogang 
University in Seoul, South Korea, as a Fulbright Senior Lecturer, and conducted 
research at the University of London as a Fulbright Scholar. Dr. Butcher is the 
author of over twelve books on linguistics and medieval literature. She gives 
local, national, and international lectures and workshops and teaches at Shorter 
University. See www.carmenbutcher.com. 

Lynn Coulter is a blogger and online editor for The Home Depot Garden 
Club. She’s also a freelance writer and the author of three books: Gardening 
with Heirloom Seeds, Mustard Seeds, and Little Mercies. Lynn’s work has 
appeared in Delta Sky, U.S. Airways Magazine, Southern Living, and many 
other publications. Lynn lives with her family in Douglasville, GA, where she’s 
writing a novel for middle-graders with the help of her loyal office assistants/
rescue dogs, Miss Paws and Molly. Her website is www.LynnCoulter.com.  

David Darracott is the author of novels and short stories, as well as 
nonfiction for magazines, television, and film productions.  His latest 
book is Internal Security, a suspense story available from Amazon.com.  
He holds a Masters degree in English and received a Hambidge  
Fellowship in 2009-2010. Though fiction is his passion—first, last, and 
always—fly fishing and golf run a close second. A graduate of Emory Uni-
versity, he lives in north Atlanta. 

http://www.carmenbutcher.com
http://www.LynnCoulter.com
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Red Clay 2013 Presenters Continued 

Frederick Jones, JD, is a practicing attorney and law professor at  
Louisiana College in Pineville, Louisiana. He co-authored An Act of Bravery: 
Otis W. McDonald and the Second Amendment and Through a Teacher’s 
Eyes: The Mabel Lawrence Thomas Story. Jones writes stories that are dear 
to his heart. “My Father’s Voice” is a tribute to the example his father set for 
twelve children. Otis McDonald is his uncle and Mabel Lawrence Thomas his 
favorite teacher. Jones finds fascinating people all around him and finds a 
story in every one of them.   

S.R. Johannes is the award-winning author of the Amazon bestselling  
Untraceable (a teen wilderness thriller series) and new tween paranormal, On 
The Bright Side. Uncontrollable is the sequel to Untraceable, and Unstoppable 
(book 3) is scheduled for Summer 2013. She was also nominated for 2012 
Georgia Author of the Year for Young Adults. After earning a MBA and  
working in corporate America doing marketing for over fifteen years, S.R.  
Johannes traded in her expensive suits, high heels, and corporate lingo for a 
family, flip-flops, and her love of writing. She lives in Atlanta, Georgia, with her 
dog, English-accented husband, and the huge imaginations of their little prince 
and princess, which she hopes, someday, will change the world. 

Anne B. Jones earned her PhD. from Georgia State University. She has  
written six non-fiction books, one thriller, a “how-to” book for beginning  
writers, and a nationally distributed booklet on violence prevention. Her latest 
book, A Light on Peachtree: A History of the Atlanta Woman’s Club,  
combines her love for history with her admiration for strong women who make 
a difference in the lives of others. 

Terri Leidich launched Boutique of Quality Books Publishing (BQB 
Publishing) in August of 2010. Using a hybrid business model, BQB was 
designed to be “the writer’s publisher,” focusing on quality new writers. As 
an author, Terri has two published books: From a Grieving Mother’s 
Heart and For a Grieving Heart. She is currently working on her first 
novel. Terri also speaks to writers groups around the southeast about the 
many publishing choices that writers now have available to them. As Terri 
states, “This is a great time to be a writer! We not only have choices as to 
how we want to have our books published, we also have a choice of  
formats—from printed books to eBooks to audio books.”  

Jessica Lindberg began teaching at Georgia Highlands College in  
Cartersville after earning her MFA in poetry from Georgia State. She  
coordinates the Poetry Nights series in Rome, a seasonal outdoor event held 
every summer for over twenty-five years. Her poetry earned recognition in the 
Indiana Review’s annual poetry contest and the Emerging Writer award for 
the Southern Women Writer’s Contest. Jessica lives in Rome with her  
environmentalist husband, her two teenage sons, her newborn baby boy, and a 
handful of yard chickens. 

Bobbi Kornblit's debut novel, Shelter from the Texas Heat, won the Best Book 
in Women's Fiction for the 2012 NABE Pinnacle Book Achievement Award, and 
received the 2012 Georgia Author of the Year Award for First Fiction. She  
graduated from The University of Texas at Austin (summa cum laude) and 
earned a Master of Arts in Professional Writing at Kennesaw State University. 
She has been a journalist covering the arts and currently teaches advanced 
grammar workshops at several universities in Atlanta, Georgia. 
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Red Clay 2013 Presenters Continued 

Sandra Meek is the author of four books of poems: Road Scatter, Biogeog-
raphy, Burn, and Nomadic Foundations. She is the editor of Deep Travel: 
Contemporary American Poets Abroad, which was awarded a 2008  
Independent Publisher Book Award Gold Medal. Recipient of a 2011 National 
Endowment for the Arts Fellowship in Poetry, she has twice been awarded 
Georgia Author of the Year. Director of the Georgia Poetry Circuit, poetry  
editor of the Phi Kappa Phi Forum, and a co-founding editor of Ninebark 
Press, she teaches at Berry College, where she is Dana Professor of English, 
Rhetoric, and Writing. 

Amy Pence is the author of the poetry collections Armor, Amour 
(Ninebark Press, 2012), The Decadent Lovely (Main Street Rag, 
2010), and the chapbook Skin’s Dark Night (2River Press, 2003). 
Her fiction and non-fiction have been published in Silk Road, Poets & 
Writers, and The Writer’s Chronicle, among others.  She earned her 
MFA from the University of Arizona, and she is a Professor of  
English at DeVry University, Atlanta, where she teaches courses in 
Composition and the Humanities.  She now makes her home in  
Carrollton, Georgia, with her husband and her daughter. 

Amanda Kyle Williams is the author of The Stranger You Seek, 
Stranger In The Room, and Don’t Talk To Strangers (Bantam Feb 2014). 
The Stranger series features American-Chinese former FBI investigative 
analyst Keye Street, a recovering alcoholic and practicing Krispy Kreme 
addict turned private detective and police consultant. The Stranger series 
is set in Atlanta, where the author lives and works as a full time writer. 
Amanda also worked as a freelance writer for the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. 

Renea Winchester is the author of In the Garden with Billy and Stress-
free Marketing: Practical Advice for the Newly Published Author. She is a 
two-time winner of the Appalachian Writer's Award, and has won the Den-
ny Plattner award. In 2011, the Atlanta Pen Women named her the Author 
of the Year. Next year, 2014, will see the release of In the Kitchen with Bil-
ly: Farming, Friends & Fried Bologna Sandwiches. She leads workshops in 
the metro area and blogs at adviceforauthors.wordpress.com. 

J. Steve Miller has written eight books, some with traditional publishers and 
some self-published. He wrote the multiple award-winning Sell More Books: 
Book Marketing and Publishing for Low-Profile and Debut Authors. His latest 
book on near-death experiences is under contract for a German translation with 
a subsidiary of Random House in Germany. Connect with him at 
www.jstevemiller.com.  

adviceforauthors.wordpress.com
http://www.jstevemiller.com
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The Georgia Authority 

Volume 2, Issue 4 

Melissa Roberson, Editor 

editor@georgiawriters.org 

GEORGIA  
WRITERS  

ASSOCIATION 
1000 Chastain Road 

Mail Stop #2701 
Kennesaw, GA 30144 

 
Phone: 770-420-4736 

www.georgiawriters.org 
 

Executive Director 
Margaret Walters 

 

Administrator 
Katie Sigman 

 

Board of  Directors 
 

President 
Gloria Bennett 

 
Secretary 

Ellen Ulken 
 

Raymond L Atkins 
Pamela Bauer Mueller 

Mary Lou Odom 
Karen Pickell 

Anne R. Richards 
A. Louise Staman 

Chris Ward 
Jerry Watts 

Submissions 

Please send your member 
news and events to The  

Georgia  Authority editor by 
the 20th of each month. 

If you wish to contribute  
an article to The Georgia  
Authority, please contact 
the editor for guidelines. 

Time 1022 1019 Room TBA Room TBA 

9:00-10:00 Terry Kay:  

Keynote Address 

   

10:15-11:15 The Writing  

Spectrum: What is 

Your Genre?  

David  

Darracott (F) 

Writing as Process 

Carmen Acevedo 

Butcher (NF) 

Facing Art, Facing 

Being  

Amy Pence (P) 

 

11:30-12:30 Plotting the  

Mystery/Thriller 

and the Dark,  

Damaged Characters 

of Crime Fiction 

Amanda Kyle 

Williams (M&T) 

Never Empty: How 

Reading Poetry Can 

End Writer’s Block 

and Guide Revision 

Sandra Meek (P) 

The Writer Who 

Knew Too Much: 

Writing Biographies 

Sue Bowron and 

Frederick Jones 

(NF) 

Teen Fiction  

S. R. Johannes 

(TF) 

2:00-3:00 You Can Do This: 

How to Write a  

Non-Fiction Book 

Proposal  

Lynn Coulter 

(NF) 

On the Track of the 

Serial Killer: The 

Path to Getting  

Published  

Anne B. Jones 

(M&T) 

Creating Memorable 

Characters Through 

Dialogue  

Renea  

Winchester (F) 

 

3:15-4:15 Thinking Ahead: 

Know Your  

Publishing Options 

Before You Reach 

“The End”  

Terri Leidich 

(P&M) 

The Purpose, Forms, 

and Application of 

the Scene in  

Storymaking  

Thom Brucie (F) 

Writing Books the 

Readers Can Find, 

Love, and  

Recommend  

J. Steve Miller 

(P&M) 

Establishing a  

Poetry Community  

Jessica Lindberg 

(P) 

4:30-5:30 From Author to 

Book Marketeer 

Bobbi Kornblit 

(P&M) 

The 7 Deadly Sins of 

Publishing  

Ray Atkins (P&M) 

  

F Fiction 
M&T  Mystery & Thriller 
NF Nonfiction 
P Poetry 
P&M Publishing & Marketing 
TF Teen Fiction 

Red Clay 2013 

Schedule 

About GWA 

Georgia Writers Association is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization that works across the state to encourage 

and strengthen the proficiencies of writers in both the creative and the business aspects of the writing life. We 

do this through an array of speakers and programs at regular meetings. GWA sponsors workshops, confer-

ences, seminars, contests, and other events. We encourage the formation of satellite groups, critique groups, 

and other writer resource groups. We encourage the funding of guest authors to various Georgia counties. 

Our online publications are an attempt to educate and inform the diverse literary community of Georgia. 

Become a member for discounts to workshops & conferences, exclusive 

online resources, and more!  

Join today at www.georgiawriters.org. 

http://www.georgiawriters.org

