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FYS walks the steps of the Capitol 
Children’s Week 2014 

On April 4th, Florida Youth SHINE members and mentors from around the state arrived in 
Tallahassee for Children’s Week. Our young advocates flooded the capitol to speak to dozens 
of legislators, staff, public officials, and bring awareness to the issues affecting the child 
welfare system.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Before heading to the capitol FYS participated an intensive 

weekend training where we shared stories, processed issues, 
developed talking points, learned about strategic sharing, 
speaking with the media, effective advocacy, how bills become 
laws, about the budget, and prepared for meetings with 
legislators. During our training we were visited by some very 
important people! We heard from Alan Abramowitz (Executive 
Director of GAL), Don Winstead (Don Winstead Consulting), Julie 
Montanero (WCTV), Zack Gibson (Florida’s Chief Child Advocate) 
and Justice Pariente (Florida Supreme Court). It was so great 
learning from some of the experts.  

 
After an empowering and informative weekend we woke up early Monday morning to kick 
off Children’s Week at the Capitol. We walked the steps of the capitol, and felt confident 
and empowered to change the world.  For the next three days, we met with over 40 
legislators and testified before Senate and House committees.  We shared our stories about 
our siblings, the obstacles in obtaining a driver’s license, and the need for non-relative care 
support. Our meetings where nothing short of a success and proved that when FYS speaks 
people listen! 

 
 
 

 
 

FYS with Justice Pariente 
 

FYS with Justice Pariente 
 

FYS at the Capitol 
 

FYS Statewide Chair, 
Daniel testifying before 
a senate committee.  

FYS Co-Legislative Chair,  
Kierra speaking with the 
media.  

FYS Secretary, Chelsea 
and Senator Detert 
saying “WE CAN DO IT!”   

FYS member, Taevon 
speaking with 
Representative Jones.  

http://www.floridayouthshine.org/
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Children’s Week Highlights 
While we were in Tallahassee. . . 
 We had a great weekend of training led by our fabulous statewide board. 

 We met with over 40 legislators and staff! 

 We went into the Senate Chambers with Senate President Don Gaetz and into the  

House Chambers with Representative Matt Gaetz. 

 We led a youth advocacy workshop at City Hall where over 100 youth attended.  

 We were recognized by Justice Barbara Pariente during her keynote speech at 

The advocacy awards dinner reception and she asked an FYS member to read a  

poem to the audience.   

 We were featured in several media interviews! 

 We presented before the Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Senate Committee  

about Extended Foster Care Implementation.  

 We testified before the House of Representatives Health Care Appropriations  

Subcommittee about the “Keys to Independence.” 

 We celebrated a great week by carrying out our tradition of having dinner at 

Logan’s Steak House where we were joined by Pete Degre (DCF Deputy Secretary),  

Zack Gibson, Julie Montanero, and Alan Abramowitz. 

 We had so much fun and took way too many selfies! 

Thank you to everyone who supported us! 
 

 They heard us Loud and Clear!  
After such a successful year in 2013, FYS knew that they would have to keep up their momentum, motivation, and passion to make positive 

changes to the child welfare system again this year!  Well… FYS continues to be a force with which to be reckoned. FYS voices were heard 

and they made quite the impact by telling their stories throughout the 2014 legislative session.  

 

As a result of FYS’s effort,  the “Keys to Independence Act” (SB 744 & HB 977) passed unanimously in the House and the Senate. This three 

year pilot program sets a priority for kids that are in care in High School to be able to enroll in Driver’s Ed courses and provides re-

imbursement for the cost of Driver’s Ed and the cost of obtaining a Driver’s License. It also provides a reimbursement to a care giver if they 

place a child in their care under their insurance. Additionally, it allows the court to remove the disability of non-age to allow children in care 

to obtain their own insurance at age 16. A special thank you to the GAL, our bill sponsors Senator Detert and Representative Albritton, and 

all the co-sponsors that supported this important piece of legislation.  

 

FYS spoke many times about the importance of sibling relationships and non-relative care support. Well a step was made in the right 

direction FYS! Language in a large child welfare bill (SB 1666) includes Non-relative caregiver support and access to the tuition waiver as 

well as language about keeping siblings together and visitations among siblings.  

 

FYS, these important changes happened because of you! We came together to identify these challenges, we spoke to our legislators and 

shared our stories, and they voted in favor of  important policies to support each of you. Congrats to FYS members! Your hard work had an 

impact!  

 

http://www.floridayouthshine.org/
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A note from the FYS Statewide Chair, Daniel Pettus 
Attending Children's Week is an amazing experience. For both personal and professional 
reasons. It's great to be surrounded by like-minded youth who share the passion to improve 
the lives of those walking the path we once traveled. Positivity surrounds us, and our audience 
responds to us. Whether it's the president of the Senate, or wide-eyed children at an advocacy 
training.  
 
It was amazing to see a committee vote unanimously in favor of one of FYS’s bills, following my 
words and our stories. It is one of the most empowering experiences of my life. I finally 
understood the power of a voice, knowledge which I can now impart unto others, so that they 
shall be equipped to fight for what is important to them! 

My First Children’s Week  
By: Miranda Phillips, FYS Pinellas/Pascoe 

 
When I approached the halls of the capital, I was amazed to see all the children's handprints 

hanging up. This was my first time at children's week. Seeing all of the hand prints of the kids 
I was helping have a voice made me smile. I knew that I had to do my best talking to 
legislators about our bills we wanted to pass. The other members of FYS and I discussed the 
“Keys to Independence” bill which is helping kids get their driver’s liciences in foster care.  
Another bill we worked on getting passed was an important bill with some language that we 
wanted.  The first piece was sibling separation.  Sibling separation is a huge deal to the foster 
care system and something important to FYS.  Kids are being removed from traumatic 
experiences and the only people they have left are there siblings, who also end up getting 
taking away from them.  This is a huge topic for me due to the fact that me and my brother 
where separated. My brother and I had a normal relationship before foster care. Then foster 
care made it to where we barely knew each other due to lack of visits. This bill will make 
visits a priority so sibling relationships don’t die in foster care.  

 
Other language we liked in the bill was the non-relative care funding. This is a big one as well. This bill will make it to where a 
non-relative can have funding to take a foster kid in their home that they care about. I was once in a non-relative placement 
that I eventually had to leave and go back into foster care due to financial reasons. This bill would have helped my non- 
relatives with finances that would have allowed me to stay in the placement that I wanted to be in. 
 
These are all the things that my FYS peers and I talked to the legislators about.  Even though, I was nervous at first, I realized 
that advocating was something that I was born to do! I told my story about my brother and how we were separated in care. I 
knew that I was not only telling my story, but the story of all siblings who are separated from each other. Thinking about this 
made telling my story so much easier! After the first day was over I couldn't wait to get back to it the next day. I was having 
so much fun, and being able to help other kids made me feel amazing! Children's week was such a new and exciting 
experience for me. I met new people, made new friends, and made big changes. I also loved all the things I got to see and 
do. I can't wait till next year to go back and advocate again. Making a change is something I love to do, and being at 
children's week advocating for other kids is one of the biggest changes I could make! 

 

http://www.floridayouthshine.org/
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Chelsea Bramblett, Pensacola, FYS Statewide Secretary – For me, Children's Week was a great 

opportunity to improve my leadership skills and bond with many of my youth SHINE family members. 
Personally, I enjoyed the responsibility that was placed upon myself and my fellow board members to 
lead and conduct the meetings. Have the ability to work alongside such great people and use my voice 
in hopes that it may better the lives of other youth gives me a sense of purpose. I am so thankful I was 
given the opportunity to do such things by attending Children's Week! I especially appreciate Geori, 
Christina, and all of the mentors who prep and encourage the group throughout the week!  

 

Kenisha Anthony, Broward– Wow, what a week I got to spend with my fellow Youth Shiners! Besides 

the delicious food and hilarious ice breakers the experience was much more breath-taking. During 
Children's Week, I had the opportunity to learn from some amazing people. I engaged in conversations 
about the state budget, getting pointers on how to be a more effective advocate and even learning 
more about the laws set out for foster youth from the Supreme Court Justice.  
 
As I prepared all weekend to walk the halls of the Capitol building I knew I had a job to do for my 
brothers and sisters which I did but the reward was priceless. I am thankful, to have had the chance to 
network with new and wonderful people filled with tons of opportunities. Most importantly, to see the 
results of everyone's hard work to improve the barriers youth in care face. After Children's Week 2014 
my work continues and I hope to be back next year same time same place! 

Lamont Dennis, Broward – It was my first time being at Children’s Week with Florida Youth SHINE. It 

was such a great experience and truly a blessing to be able to talk to many representatives and 
senators. It was such an amazing thing to share my story. They took the time to hear our stories and 
listen which is something I never could imagine happening! I got to meet a very special representative 
from my county. After we spoke she offered me an internship which is a dream come true. I am so 
thankful to be involved in Florida Youth SHINE and for this opportunity and once in a lifetime 
experience! 

In our own words… 

Jessica Overstreet, Hillsborough– Children's week was an experience I will always remember!  It was 

such an honor to speak with the senators and representatives and express my feelings about the bills. I 
was so happy  that I got to  spend the week with some amazing people. I think my favorite part was 
teaching the kids how to be an influential advocate. Everyone who attended gave it their all and you 
could tell all the senators and representatives could tell how passionate we were. I am so glad I got to 

spend my birthday with my Florida Youth Shine family and I can't wait till next year! 

http://www.floridayouthshine.org/
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SHINE Spotlight: Chapter Mentor 
 
FYS is lucky to have amazing mentors around the state to support our 
members and chapters each day. Mentors are the backbone of our 
chapters. In this edition of the FYS newsletter we are excited to 
spotlight our Vero Chapter Mentor Josie!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Josie Kirchner  
FYS Vero Beach Chapter Mentor 
Proud Mentor Since: 2012 
Hobby: Running, Yoga, spending time with the people I love, music 
(listening to it, making it, dancing to it…), and reality TV (just can’t 
look away)! 
Favorite Food: Peanut Butter 
Favorite FYS Memory: I don’t think I could name just one favorite.  
I will say, it’s one thing to have a meaningful moment during our 
quarterly meetings, but it’s another when that moment keeps 
going when youth you meet reach out to you between meetings 
for one reason or another. It’s a gift that keeps on giving. I do LOVE 
LOVE LOVE to see our young people in action in Tallahassee. 
Another fond memory is Geori’s initiation as the new FYS 
coordinator---that was pretty sweet. 
I mentor because…it keeps me in touch with the people I serve. 
Being involved with FYS is a constant reminder of the ripple effect 
from the stones I cast into the pond of life both professionally & 
personally. I believe in our youth and in their ability to change the 
world and through mentoring, I get to witness that happen—it’s 
pretty awesome.  
She loves FYS because… it’s a vehicle for youth to put their words 
into actions and   
create positive changes across our system of care. 

 
Thank you Josie, for your years of service, guidance, support, and 
impact! FYS is successful because of amazing mentors like Josie!  

Support FYS! 
Your donation of… 
$25 helps support local community trainings.  
$50 funds a chapter leadership and advocacy 

workshop. 
$100 supplements activities at quarterly meetings. 
$250 supports FYS youth panels around the state.   
 
To make a donation, call Florida’s Children First at:  
954-796-0860 

Upcoming Dates: 
June 3rd- Statewide board applications due.  
If you are interested in running for board please e-mail Geori at 
geori.berman@floridaschildrenfirst.org 
 
June 27th- 29th- June Quarterly Meeting in Sarasota, FL!  

 

SHINE Spotlight:  
FYS Members speak at the  

Florida Juvenile Justice Association 
Adolescent Conference  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On May 13th, FYS led a panel discussion in Orlando at the 
FJJA 2014 Adolescent Conference called “Call for help—
Just not 911”. Kenisha Anthony (Broward), Daniel Pettus 
(Chair, Vero Beach), Taj Banks (Orlando), Shadai 
Simmons (Pinellas), and Melissa Showers (Hillsborough) 
spoke on the panel moderated by FYS member Miranda 
Phillips (Pinellas). FYS members discussed how trauma 
can affect behavior in youth and how one can address 
these situations before they call the police.  FYS 
members did a phenomenal job educating professionals 
and youth that attended. A special thank you to FYS 
mentors, Shalondra Young and Chana Wyble for all your 
support at the conference.  
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