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Our walk through the valley of its shadow

Our modemn lives are managed for us by
experns in birthing, in exercise, in nutrition, in
education, in choosing a mate, in distribution of
news, entertainment, government and
groceries. An army of experts is ready to
advise us how to eat, how much to sleep, what
car to buy, how to simplify our lives and lower
our blood pressure. Nancy and | were not
experts on any of these things, much less on
facing life's most difficult passage, death. This
book is our experience, two innocent novices,
in dying, death and rebuilding one life where
once there had been two. It offers no advice,
but simply a window into this most personal,
and at the same time universal, of human
ExXperiences,

:
tick and Nancy
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Excerpt

Jim
Maybe growing up. as | did, on a steady diet of cartoons from my parents’ New Yorker subscriptions,
explains for me Nancy's attraction to a certain population of men, depicted in those black and white
figures and their one line captions as older, financially established members of exclusive, politically

incorrect clubs, to which they are delivered by their drivers from the back seats of large, ecologically
inrarrart dark colared eadane tn sat hinnd red in the renter of dteake nreraded anlv by ireharn labire-
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