
Why focus on the Koch brothers? 
 

Aren’t there other billionaire donors corrupting both parties? Adelson? Soros? Scaife? Steyer? Why 
were the Kochs chosen as the poster children for billionaires using money to corrupt politics against the 
common good? 

They earned this dubious distinction by what they did and still do. They: 
• Attempted, unsuccessfully, to re-segregate the Raleigh, North Carolina public schools. (1) 
• Provided aid to colleges and universities on condition the teachers and what they teach are 

acceptable to them. (1) After getting caught, they now support programs that teach views acceptable 
to them. (2) These actions are contrary to Western traditions of academic and intellectual freedom. 

• Had lawyers file amicus briefs in the infamous Citizens United v. FEC decision. Ted Olsen, 
plaintiff’s lawyer for Citizens United, handles Koch legal business. Antonin Scalia and Clarence 
Thomas attended a Koch event before passing judgment on Citizens United. (1) 

• Fund climate change deniers. (3) 
• Are the largest American leaseholders of Alberta tar sands. (1) 
• Oppose solar energy, including support for imposing fees or taxes on people with home solar who 

try to sell power to the local utility. (4) 
• Funded a study against wind energy where the lead author admitted to fudging the findings. (5) 
• Fund the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), an organization where big business 

representatives and politicians get together to draft “model bills” for state legislatures to pass on 
topics such as repealing minimum wages, opposing limits on credit card interest rates, voter 
suppression, and privatizing government functions, prisons, and education. (6)  

• Fund think tanks to generate pro-business and -elite policies such as the American Enterprise 
Institute, Heartland Foundation, Ayn Rand Institute, Mercatus Institute, etc., etc. (7, 8) They tried to 
take over the CATO Institute, but were rebuffed. (9) 

• Host two billionaire get-togethers a year at posh resorts to plot political activity. (10) At their last 
get-together, at St. Regis Monarch Bay Resort, with guests including Sens. Mitch McConnell and 
Marco Rubio, they planned to spend $500 million to buy this year’s elections and another $500 
million later to defeat Hillary Clinton. (11) 

• They work through front groups like Americans for Prosperity. (12) 
• Etc., etc., etc… 
Sure they can be philanthropic. But you can count on this - wherever someone is working for inequality, 
struggling to turn back the clock, or travailing to expand the power of the few and subvert democracy – 
there you’ll find the Kochs, our poster children for political corruption. 
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