
Goes Global 

-Promise:  
“In oneself lies the whole world and 

if you know how to look and learn, 

the door is there and the key is in 

your hand. Nobody on earth can 

give you either the key or the door 

to open, except yourself.” 

                      - Jiddu Krishnamurti 

How Do I Fund Study Abroad? 

Financial Aid 

The I-Promise Scholarship does NOT transfer abroad and the MAP grant is       

reduced. The Pell Grant, the University Tuition Grant, and the President’s 

Award (need/merit) all transfer. Summer financial aid is leftover money 

from the academic year and is in short supply, but I received $1,750 in 

grant funding to cover a good portion of my summer program in Sweden. 

Info from Financial Aid Office - Includes loans & Summer FAFSA: 

http://www.osfa.illinois.edu/aid/special/study_abroad.html 

Info from Study Abroad Office - Includes study abroad fees: 

http://www.studyabroad.illinois.edu/cost/financing.aspx#Fin%20Aid 

University of Illinois 

Your college and department likely offer many study abroad scholarships. 

I received $700 from my department. Also, some national honor societies 

and clubs offer awards to students going abroad. Definitely apply for the 

I4I and IPS through an easy online app on the study abroad website. 

SAO’s list of scholarships - Includes I4I and IPS: 

http://studyabroad.illinois.edu/cost/scholarships.aspx 

Program Specific Scholarships 

Many programs offer their own scholarships to encourage participation, 

especially faculty-led trips since they must meet a quota of students. I 

received $500 from mine. 

Your University Abroad 

Check your university’s website for international scholarships. I received 

an easy $2,000 to help cover accommodation costs by doing this. 

The Gilman Scholarship 

The Gilman is a need-based scholarship for those who receive the Pell 

Grant. When I applied, I had about a 1 in 2 chance. The app is easy and 

online. I received $5,000 for an academic year in New Zealand. 

Gilman Scholarship - All I-Promise students qualify: 

http://www.iie.org/Programs/Gilman-Scholarship-Program 

Keep In Mind 

There are many programs that are cheaper than the cost of U of I. With 

400+ programs in 60+ countries, you will find one that fits you personally 

and financially. When applying for scholarships, remember to share your 

journey and I-Promise story. It is powerful and can take you far. 

 

 
          If there was one thing holding me back from     

studying abroad, it was my financial situation. I  was 

already so grateful to be granted the opportunity to 

study at U of I through the help of the government and 

the I-Promise program that I never imagined I could 

afford to study abroad. After studying abroad twice, I’m 

here to tell you that it is closer in reach than it seems. 

          The amount of available resources that are out 

there is tremendous. Not only did most of my financial 

aid transfer abroad, but I was also awarded over 

$10,000 in need-based scholarships. I highly encourage 

all I-Promise students to take into consideration the 

following ways I went about finding help. Please do not 

make money the deciding factor because help is out 

there. The opportunities of study abroad are endless 

and have the propensity to change your life. 
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