
History of the Stone House 
 

The Stone House is located on the site of 

the first house that was built in Aurora in 

1829.  That house was destroyed during 

the Blackhawk War in 1832. The hill on 

which the house stands was used as a 

burying ground by the Fox Indians. 

 

Aurora attorney Lee Mighell (pronounced 

Mile) had the Stone House built in 1911.  

The design was by Worst & Shepardson, local architects, with Frank Packard as 

associate. 

 

The house was constructed of yellow Limestone that was quarried in the Batavia area.  

The mortar was raked two inches deep, resulting in walls that looked as if the mortar 

had crumbled away with age. 

 

The heavy oak timbers were taken from the frame of an old barn that had stood on 

the premises for 75 years. The walls of the entry and dining room are sealed in plain-

sawn oak and the trim in the living room is black walnut. 

 

The boat house was built as part of the Stone House property and is where the name 

Plum Landing originated, since it sits at the bottom of Plum Street. 

 

The Mighell Family owned the house until 1951.  Lee Mighell’s sister, Ida Mighell, lived 

on Jericho Road, one mile west of Route 47.  She was a school teacher and principal 

from Aurora.  The house and barn still stand on the property today.  

 

Miss Mighell made a provision in her will to bequeath $1 million to build a home for 

retired school teachers as a memorial to her younger sister Jesse who died at an early 

age.  The home was to have been built near Route 47 and Jericho Road, but the plan 

was never implemented due to the lack of water and fire department services. 

 

In 1960, the Mighell Fund (which was created with the proceeds of the bequest from 

Ida) was used to buy the Stone House and the surrounding properties.  Through the 

generosity of the Mighell Family, the current Plum Landing Retirement Community 

opened its doors in 1962.  
 

 



  
 

 

 
 

Plum Landing Retirement Community 
495 North Lake Street 

Aurora, IL 60506 
630-896-5031 

 

 
 

 
 

Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley 
111 West Downer Place, Suite 312 

Aurora, IL 60506 
630-896-7800 

 

 
 

 
 

Aurora Historical Society 
305 Cedar Street 
Aurora, IL 60506 

630-897-9029 
 
 

 
 

November 2014

 

[Type a quote from the 
document or the summary 
of an interesting point. 
You can position the text 
box anywhere in the 
document. Use the 
Drawing Tools tab to 
change the formatting of 


