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God's Preferred Future… 

   What is it that you desire for your community?  People with a deep 

faith connection?  Kids who see how their lives and faith in Jesus are 

interwoven?  A vibrant worshipping community? 

   If you answered yes to any of these questions, then I have another 

question for you - What is God calling you to do to make those things 

happen?  There is no question, if you have no vision of the future God is 

calling you to, you will have no idea how to find that future.   

   I recently had the blessing of attending a stewardship event with Keith 

Mundy, the ELCA Stewardship Program Director.  Keith proposes that 

thinking about the future is all about stewardship.   

     God has gifted each of our congregations with many gifts.  Those 

gifts include the talented members in our midst, the time we have been 

given (24 hours in the day for whatever our life span), and our 

possessions (including our money).  Stewards are those who care for or 

manage the property which belongs to someone else.  You and I are 

stewards - all that we have belongs to God and we are allowed to care for 

it - for a bit of time.   

   Now back to those questions up above - we have all the gifts we need 

to carry out the ministry God calls us to.  So, how do we best use those 

God-given gifts?  Step One might be to begin talking with members of 

our congregations about our roles as stewards.  One resource available to 

help with that conversation is a DVD of Keith Mundy's presentation.  If 

you are interested in borrowing the DVD contact Rev. Lisa Ahlness in 

the synod office.   

 

Synod Council to Meet… 

   Your synod council meets September 19-20 at First Lutheran in 

Bismarck.  Is there an issue that you believe should be discussed - let me 

or any member of synod council know.  Remember prior to that meeting 

the synod executive committee meets to review Mission Grant and 

Micro-Grant applications. 

Partners in Christ's Ministry…  

   On Sunday August 10th a worship service marked a first within our 

synod.  The worship took place at Peace Lutheran, Dickinson.  During 

this worship service Anna Dykeman was consecrated as a Diaconal 

Minister (ya-hoo!).  Anna and her husband Rev. Ellery Dykeman were 

installed to serve the Western Edge Parish which includes Peace and St. 

John of Richardton (double ya-hoo!)  They will also be serving St. John 

Episcopal of Dickinson which is a first in our synod, a joint ministry with 

the Episcopal Church. 

   The Episcopal Diocese of North Dakota has committed to providing a 

three year grant to help sustain this new ministry partnership.  It is a gift 

of God when we are able to partner with other denominations for the 

sake of proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ.   

   In other parts of our synod congregations have partnerships with 

Methodist congregations and United Church of Christ Congregations.  In 

the past there have been partnerships with Presbyterian congregations.   

 

LYO… 

   Watch your email for registration material for the Lutheran Youth 

gathering October 16-18 which will be held at the Ramada, Bismarck.  If 

you have questions contact Beth Anderson, Synod Ministry Coordinator. 

 

Portico Announces 2015 Rates… 

   Portico - a ministry of the ELCA, which provides health and retirement 

benefits for church leaders has announced rate increases for 2015.  The 

cost of health insurance will rise approximately 11% and there will be a 

charge for disability insurance this year. 

   Terri Endres, regional Portico representative will be in the synod in 

early September.  We are encouraging church council members and 

financial administrators to gather either on: 

     -Sept. 9, 2014 - 7:00PM -Lynne Center, Good Shepherd, Bismarck    

  -Sept 10, 2014 -7:00PM - First Lutheran, Minot, sanctuary basement 

 

Blessings - Bishop Mark Narum   

  


