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Where and what level do you currently teach and why did you choose to become an educator?   

 
This will be my 16th year of teaching Art to students in grades K-8 at St. Michael Catholic School 
in Prior Lake, MN.  I think I always knew I would become a teacher.  When I was younger, my 
siblings and I would play school during the summer months.  As I got older and started 
babysitting, I would bring art supplies with me to my jobs.  I loved drawing, painting, and 
creating sculptures with kids.  It was exciting to hear them ask if I brought something with me so 
they could create works of art.  As an art teacher, I get to see that excitement every day.  I really 
enjoy watching my students use their artistic ability as they explore new media and learn 
different ways to communicate with the world.  Because I teach my students until 8th grade, I 
am able to see the changes they go through as they develop their artistic talents.  This has been 
a real gift.   

 
How has agriculture and the Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program and resources impacted 
your students and instruction?   
 

During the 2012-13 school year, our school received a grant from MAITC.  With that grant, we 
were able to purchase six incubators that are used for hatching chicken eggs.  These incubators 
were placed in the art room, the MS science room, and in the first and second grade classrooms.  
Because of the grant, students were able to develop a greater understanding of what happens 
during the life cycle of a chicken.  Instead of just reading or watching videos about Life Cycles, 
students were able to witness first hand how a chick hatches from an egg.  They developed a 
greater understanding of the Life Cycle of a chicken in a way that was meaningful and 
memorable.  

 
Describe your favorite ag-based project and how this has impacted your students. 
 

During the last two years, I have been working with the first and second grade teachers and the 
MS science teacher as they teach their students about the Life Cycles.  Videos and photos of this 
project can be found on at http://goo.gl/fs0Ajl.  My husband collects chicken eggs from our 
farm.  These eggs are then placed in six incubators throughout the school.  During the next three 
weeks, we teach students about the incubation period of the eggs, how to candle eggs, and how 
humidity and temperature have an impact on eggs through a variety of cross-curricular lessons 
taught in science, language arts, math, and art. Around day 21, if incubation has been successful, 

http://goo.gl/fs0Ajl


students get to watch the chicks as they hatch.  As these lessons occur and we progress through 
different stages, we use technology (in and out of the classroom) to communicate and share 
with students and parents.  For example, in my classroom, I position a Document Camera over 
my incubator.  This camera is hooked up to my laptop and SMART Board so when the chicks 
start hatching, all kids are able to watch instead of trying to crowd around a tiny incubator.  In 
addition, I installed Camtasia software on my computer and I am able to record the chicks as 
they are hatching.  We share these videos on our school Facebook page and/or teacher websites 
so students and parents can watch the videos from home.  Also, Mrs. Peterson, one of our first 
grade teachers, uses her laptop and Ustream to provide a live broadcast of the chicks if it looks 
like the chicks will hatch after school hours.  The use of this technology and a digital camera, an 
iPad, and iPod Touches has allowed us to document the Life Cycle unit so students can revisit it 
later.  
  

What advice do you have for other teachers on implementing agriculture into their 
classroom/program? 

 
I would encourage all teachers to find ways to implement agriculture in their classroom.  
It provides real life experiences that will help students understand the world around them.      
Our students have a greater understanding of life cycles because of this project.  The students 
had great memories of what they learned the year before and asked, no begged, to do it again 
this year.  It was so much fun to watch the students as they come running into the classroom at 
the start of the day to see what happened in the incubators overnight. Seeing this made me 
realize that I need to take advantage of opportunities like this to make learning exciting.  It 
wasn’t easy getting started but we have learned so much along the way.  I would encourage 
teachers not to be afraid to try but to start slow and implement changes year-by-year.  Don’t be 
afraid to tell the kids you that you don’t know what will happen and that you will learn with 
them.   

 
 
Why do you believe it is important for our students to be agriculturally literate and aware in today’s 
society? 
 

I think it is important for our students to be agriculturally literate for a variety of reasons.  For 
me, the reason I asked to implement this unit was so students had a greater understanding of 
the life cycle of a chicken, duck, peacock, etc.  It wasn’t the only reason, however.  Before we 
started this unit, my twin sister had been teaching it in her school in Shakopee.  On my way to 
school, I would pick up eggs from both my house and my dad’s house.  I would keep these eggs 
in my classroom until the end of the school day when I would then deliver them to the school 
where my sister teaches.  One day, while my students were working on their Claymation 
projects, one of my students asked if I had white clay.  We had run out of white clay and I asked 
if they could use another color.  They were adamant that it had to be white so I asked them 
why.  They said that they needed to make an egg for their scene and that eggs were white.  At 
that point, I brought out a dozen of the eggs that I was delivering later.  My students were 
surprised to see all the colorful green, brown, and tan eggs.  One group of students asked me 
why I dyed the eggs.  At that moment, I knew that I wanted to bring more agriculture lessons in 
my classroom.    

 
 


