
Ms. Kellie Friend 
3rd Grade Teacher 
Ms. Friend was one of the contributing writers to our 4th edition of Food for Thought: Connecting 
Minnesota Geography with Agriculture. 

 
Where and what level do you currently teach and why did you choose to become an educator? 
I am a third grade teacher at Turtle Lake Elementary in Shoreview, MN. This is my 14th year with the 
Mounds View School District. Before entering into the teaching profession, I was a social worker with 
Anoka County. I went into teaching for many reasons. My primary reason was a strong desire to work 
with young children and have an impact in their lives through education. Children have a natural 
curiosity and desire to learn. 

 
What advice do you have for other teachers on implementing agriculture into their classroom? 
I would encourage all teachers to begin to incorporate agricultural learning into their classrooms. It is a 
natural fit with social studies, science, and many of the reading standards. Even more important, it 
develops awareness of many resources in Minnesota and how agriculture intersects with their daily life. 

 
How has the Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program impacted your students and 
instruction? 
I love using the Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom Program with my students.  Living in a suburban 
area, students have limited experience with the agriculture that exists in Minnesota. Using the resources 
from Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom, builds an awareness of what agriculture is and how it 
impacts their own lives.  Additionally, students begin to understand and see the interdependence we 
have with people from all different regions in Minnesota and the United States. 

 
As we were delving into the Fall AgMag this year, my third graders were amazed to find that agriculture 
truly is everywhere. They began to make connections about the world around them and see the 
interconnectedness that exists between agriculture and their own lives. 

 
Minnesota Agriculture in the Classroom resources are also a natural fit for many other curricular areas. I 
use these resources to teach and reinforce nonfiction text features and various comprehension skills 
relevant to informational text. I absolutely love all the connections with geography and economics.  It 
provides a meaningful context for teaching mapping skills and economic concepts which are a part of 
t h e  Social Studies standards. 

 
Describe any agriculture based projects you have been involved in lately. 
This year we are beginning a community garden at Turtle Lake. We are constructing eight raised bed 
gardens. Being in the initial stages it will provide many opportunities to educate students and bring 
them in on the process and some of the planning pieces. It is exciting to have children directly involved 
in the planning, planting, and harvesting. The community garden provides hands on learning which will 
allow children to be a part of a true agricultural experience. 

 
Why do you believe it is important for our students to be agriculturally literate and aware in today’s 
society? 
Agriculture is a vital industry that encompasses nearly every aspect of our lives. It is important that 
students become aware of the resources, agricultural careers, and industries in our state.  Teaching 
students about agriculture will allow them to better understand the world around them and how we are 
all interconnected. 


