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Some important reasons why we need a will: 
 

• Without a will, your estate will be divided according to the law, and whom it goes to 
may not be whom you want it to go to. 

 
• You may want to ensure that you will not be kept alive by extreme measures such 

as being attached to tubes – and you can put this direction in your Power of 
Attorney for Personal Care. If you have a will but made it years ago, likely it will not 
have this ‘modern’ “do not resuscitate” clause. 

 
• If you are injured in an accident and receive brain injuries, you may not be 

“competent” anymore to make your own will. 
 

• As we know, anything can happen in life and with a will and proper powers of 
attorney (for personal and financial care), you are in control of what happens to your 
estate, and it goes to whom you want it to go to. 

 
• With thorough and comprehensive will planning, you can potentially reduce probate 

fees and/or income taxes that will have to be paid from your estate to the 
government, thus leaving more to your loved ones or to your desired charitable 
causes. 

 
Many of my family law clients are “boomers" and have complicated lives which can include 
second families, considerable assets, and corporate assets. Yet it is a shocking reality that 
so many people do not have a will, thereby leaving important and vulnerable people in 
their lives unprotected in the event of their demise. It is in response to this need that I have 
added Wills and Estates as a specialty, in addition to my Family Law practice. 
 
The fields of family law and wills and estates are integrally connected. As many of you 
know, my work in family law is meticulous, thorough, and leaves no stones unturned. This 
is also characteristic of my work in wills and estates, where meticulous and detailed will 
preparation is essential in order to create a will which will give you peace of mind that your 
loved ones are properly taken care of and that as far as possible your bequests will be 
crystal clear, not in "legalese", and will leave no room for ambiguity. 
 
To conclude, while we have not yet found the secret to living forever, by the pro-active act 
of creating our wills, our lives can go on through the people and/or charities we wish to 
bequeath our assets to. 
 
It can be a challenging process to go through, as you must temporarily suspend your state 
of denial about death, while you are working with your lawyer to create your will. However, 
it will give you peace of mind to know that those following you will be properly looked after 
and will remember and be grateful for your kindness to them. 
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