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 A Box of  Photos & Clippings From              

George Bunting 
In February, the club’s founder 
mailed us a box of his photos & 
newspaper clips from his time with 
the club. It’s a great “time capsule” 
from the period 1964 -1967. There 
is so much in the box that we have 
presented it over the two editions. 
The early photos show how much 
the Jayhawks & the Kansas City 
Rugby Club’s paths intersected.  

For more about Bunting and the 
formation of the club, see the 
January 2012 edition of this news-
letter.  

Bunting was the absolute perfect 
guy to start our rugby club. 

• He focused the newspaper on 
the club and was a terrific recruiter 
who attracted a talented 40-man 
squad. 

• He negotiated with the foot-
ball team for the use of old prac-
tices jerseys  and got permission to 
use the athletic fields near Allen 
Field House.  

• He personally purchased the 
club’s first set of rugby jerseys in 
their second season. 

• He orchestrated a tour of Ivy 
League Schools during spring 
break 1966 and proposed similar 
tours should occur every year. 

• More than anything, he 
stressed that the sport should be 
played as a fun past-time by the 
students. He notes it was relatively 
inexpensive to buy the equipment 
to play, the game was pretty easy to 
pick up, and the players could be 
all sizes. 

 

Thank you George for the memo-
rabilia and for starting the club.  

Pat Rapp  - One of the first centers on 
the club. He was the club’s 2nd president 
after Bunting. As a former QB on the KU 
football team, he recruited many talented 
players in the initial years of the rugby 
club. He coached the club even after he 
graduated. He owned the club’s first bar, 
the Bierstub. Pat now is manager of cater-
ing at KU and will supervise the banquet 
for our 50th anniversary in October. 

 

Pictured is Rapp kicking a penalty kick for 
3 points. Holding the ball is teammate 

Jack Lembeck. (Both were interviewed 
in the 2nd edition of the Old Boy Quar-
terly.) 

 

You can listen to Pat Rapp’s  10 minute 
comments about playing for the Jayhawks 
on YouTube by searching for Pat Rapp to 
KU Rugby Club 2013 or by clicking this 
link. 

http://youtu.be/bMkv9aYGXRs  
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The KU player in upper right corner is wing, Bill Chambers. Bob Wisdom is the near side KU 
flanker. The strange selection of jersey numbers by the player positions is because in the early days of 
the local clubs; they didn’t know that the numbers were linked to positions. That’s why the KC Rugby 
Club #13 is getting ready to join the scrum as a flanker. 

John LaRocca  - The 270 lbs prop had been a guard on 
the KU football team and was recruited by Pat Rapp. La-
Rocca was Rapp’s fraternity brother. They live a few blocks 
apart today. 

 

This may be the best picture of all time. LaRocca, resting 
during half time, surrounded by beauties. 
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