CERAMIC MURAL CREATION AND INSTALLATION AT VFMS 2014

Rhoda Kahler (www.rhodakahler.com) will be our artist-in-residence during the month of February and probably into March. Rhoda is a graduate of West Chester University where she still resides.  She specializes in handmade tiles and sculpture and is currently creating centennial tiles in her Alphabet City motif for the Delaware Museum of Art.  She has also recently been invited by the Philadelphia Museum of Art to be a Guest Artist Instructor for their Form and Art program.

The location of the installation will be in the VFMS main lobby on the long brick wall across from the central entrance to the auditorium. 

· We have many of the texture tools, clay tools, clay and glazing supplies on hand at VFMS. 8th grade students have been recycling clay since November in preparation for this residency. We currently have about twenty new 40 lb. boxes of red clay and approximately 200 lbs. of recycled red clay. 
· Rhoda will come and give two assemblies regarding her artwork and her ceramic installation concept; one to grades 7/8 and one to grades 5/6. Each grade level will be responsible for creating one layer of the design (i.e. 8th grade will create the air layer, 7th grade will create the water layer, 6th grade will create the earth layer, 5th grade will create the fire layer, any extra groups will create the ether layer)
· Rhoda will work with all students in their art classes for one class (and art activity sessions for those who don't have art and want to work with her) to get them started on the project. The art teachers will continue supervising the work in the following classes, building on what Rhoda introduced. The clay work will dry and be fired at VFMS before Rhoda comes back.
· Rhoda will come back to talk to the art classes about glazing. The art teachers will continue to supervise the glazing work in the following classes, building on what Rhoda introduced. The glazed work will be fired at VFMS before Rhoda comes back.
· Rhoda will come back to install all the clay pieces. She will bring some larger pieces of her own made in her own studio to use as focal points in the installation.  The art teachers will plan a dedication ceremony when the installation is finished.
