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Dear Waldorf Community, 

Following up on a CNN tweetchat during Screen-
Free Week in which AWSNA participated, the 
New York Times solicited opinions from various 
educational representatives on the question of 
whether social and creative skills are 
compromised by the rapid spread of coding 
instruction in grade school. Beverly Amico, 
representing AWSNA, was one of the 
contributors. She finishes by saying, “In Waldorf 
schools, where the vast majority of computer-
aided learning occurs in high school, students 
readily master computing and programming 
skills; more important, they graduate with the 
key capacities — independent thinking, collabo-

ration, creativity and 
curiosity—that our future 
demands.”  

Wishing you a restful and 
rejuvenating summer, 

Beverly, David,  

and Melanie 
 

AWSNA SUMMER CONFERENCE 

We look forward to seeing you at the AWSNA 
Summer Conference June 23-June 26, 2014 at 
the Hartsbrook School, Hadley, Mass.  The theme 
for this year is “Cultivating Humanness within a 
Technological World,” 
featuring keynote 
speaker, Craig Holdrege, 
Ph.D. As always, this 
annual event promises to 
be a wonderful way to 
connect with old friends 
and to make new ones! See you there. 

SCHOLARSHIPS GRANTED 
 

This year, five scholarships have 
been granted to Mexican 
colleagues to attend AWSNA’s 
2014 summer conference at the 
Hartsbrook School in Hadley, MA. 

This was made possible through a generous 
foundation grant aimed at engaging our Mexican 
colleagues more deeply in our continental work and 
availing them to networking and professional 
development opportunities.  Please be sure say hello! 
Richard Mason is the first and second grade teacher 
at the Ak Lu'um International School in Playa del 
Carmen. Luisa Fernanda Peña Olguín is a first grade 
Waldorf teacher at Colegio Waldorf Amanecer in 
Aguascalientes. Last year she 
completed first grade through sixth 
grade (the elementary school in 
Mexico). She is on the Board of 
Trustees and works in the 
administrative office. Bonnie Baker is the Program 

Coordinator at the Center for 
Anthroposophical Development. She 
has academic training as a Cultural 
Anthropologist, and has studied 
medical anthroposophy and 

biodynamic agriculture. She and her husband run a 
Biodynamic Farm and Learning Center in Cuernavaca, 
Mexico, where she also heads Satteva, a spa and 
wellness consulting company.. 
Cristina Franco has 15 years of 
experience in Waldorf education as a 
drama teacher and as a grade 
teacher at the Escuela Waldorf de 
Cuernavaca. She began her training 
at the Rudolf Steiner Institute in Maine, completed 
her training through the teacher training program at 
the Centro Antroposófico de México (currently CDA), 
and later received her Certification from the Educator 
Program at Sunbridge College. She is also a founding 
member of the Mexican branch, Sor Juana Inés de la 
Cruz, of the General Anthro-posophical Society. She 



 

currently teaches 7th grade at the Escuela Waldorf de 
Cuernavaca. Sandra Villaseñor Atilano studied 
fashion design and has been sewing and teaching for 

17 years. Over the last two years she has 
been the 3rd grade assistant and 
kindergarten assistant and will begin 
teaching first grade in the fall at Escuela 
Waldorf de Cuernavaca. She is also a 

member of the anthroposophic branch in Cuernavaca 
and a member of the Parent Teacher Board of the 
school. 
 

GREEN WALDORF 
Several Waldorf schools have recently been 
forerunners in the sustainable movement: The 
Corvallis Waldorf School is the first school in Oregon 
to have an award-winning SAGE classroom.  
The Waldorf School of Baltimore (WSB) has achieved 
recertification as a 2014 Maryland Green School, an 
award winning program founded in 1999 by The 
Maryland Association for Environmental and Outdoor 
Education. You can read about these school 
movements on our website: whywaldorfworks.org 

AWSNA JOB POSTINGS 
 

Employment opportunities at Waldorf schools 
and institutes can be found on the Why Waldorf 
Works website. Please post your available jobs 
by submitting them to webeditor@awsna.org.  
http://www.whywaldorfworks.org/03_NewsEve
nts/jobs.asp  
 
 

SPRING/SUMMER RENEWAL is here! Topics in 

the current issue include  

 Boys, Girls, Movement and Healthy 

Development 

 Electronic Technology in Education  

 Saying Good-Bye to WiFi 

 Waldorf in Russia 

You can order your subscription by going to:  
http://www.waldorfpublications.org/collections/ren
ewal-subscriptions

 

 

 

 
AWSNA RESOURCES AVAILABLE FOR YOU: 

We’ve compiled the best forms from member schools that you can use as 
templates to create your own. They’re in the “Affiliated School Resources” page of 

www.WhyWaldorfWorks.org. 
To get the latest on Waldorf Education in North America sign up to receive the e-

news on www.WhyWaldorfWorks.org; also please ‘like’ us on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/AssociationOfWaldorfSchoolsOfNorthAmerica.  

You can also support AWSNA on-line: www.WhyWaldorfWorks.org.  
Thank you for your commitment to Waldorf Education! 
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