
AUDIENCE:
This advanced course is aimed at chaplains,  
ministers, clergy, spiritual care counselors, nurses, 
and social workers as well as other health care  
professionals delivering spiritual care in the  
community and in healthcare facilities.

Certificate of attendance will be awarded

Cost:	Postmarked by 1/17/2014.......... $75.00 
	 Postmarked after 1/17/2014...... $90.00

Spirituality and religiosity are recognized as 
factors that contribute to quality of life and 
healthy coping strategies in many persons 
facing life-threatening illnesses such as cancer. 

These life threatening events can also give rise 
to spiritual distress. When combined with 
chronic or acute pain and other physical and 
psychological symptoms, spiritual pain can be  
a component of a patient’s total suffering which 
the palliative care team (The Collective Soul) 
seeks to alleviate. 

The purpose of this advanced course is to 
provide a better understanding of the Palliative 
Care team’s role in relieving biopsychosocial  
and spiritual suffering.

DEPARTMENT OF PALLIATIVE CARE AND REHABILITATION MEDICINE

The Collective Soul Symposium
Healing Through the Collective Soul:

Relieving physical, emotional, and spiritual suffering of  
persons with advanced illness and their caregivers

January 31, 2014 • 7:30 am–6:00 pm

Third
Annual

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  
Christina Puchalski, MD 
George Washington University

LOCATION:
MD Anderson • Onstead Auditorium

Mitchell Building
6767 Bertner, Houston, TX

www.mdanderson.org/conferences



•	Registration and Breakfast	

•	Welcome, Invocation/Blessings

•	Providing Healing and Relieving Suffering through The Collective Soul: 	
The Interdisciplinary Team Approach of Palliative Care

•	The Impact of Multiple Distressing Physical Symptoms in the Quality of Life 
in Patients with Advanced Illnesses	

•	Introduction of the Steve Thorney Award Lecture to Christina Puchalski, MD

	 The 2014 Steve Thorney Award Lecture in Spiritual Care
	 Creating Healing Environments in Healthcare: The Spirituality Initiative	

•	My Role in Sustaining Hope and Peace in the Lives of Patients 	
with Advanced Illness

•	The Words That Impart Healing in Difficult Moments of Life

•	Lunch and Music Performance

•	Spiritual Transformation and the Sacred Experience of Caring for 	
Patients with Advanced Illness and Their Caregivers

•	Unspoken Stories: Images That Restore the Soul

•	Healing Broken Hearts: The Care of Kids with Parents Who Have 	
Advanced and Terminal Illness

•	Cultural and Spiritual Perspectives of Death

•	Delivering Spiritual Care to Patients with Advanced and Terminal 	
Dementia and Their Caregivers

•	Step by Step: Promoting Control in the Lives of Patients with 	
Advanced Illness 

•	Self-care and Coping Strategies of Healthcare Teams When Treating 	
Patients with Advanced Diseases and Their Families

•	Reflection of the Day

•	Adjourn and Evaluation	

Martha Aschenbrenner, MA
Palliative Care Psychological Counselor
Palliative Care and Rehabilitation Medicine

Eduardo Bruera, MD (co-chair)
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Professor
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MD Anderson Speakers: 

Guest Speakers: 
Rev. Dr. Carla Cheatham, PhD
Chaplain, Heart to Heart Hospice

Kenneth I. Pargament, PhD
Distinguished Scholar 
Institute for Spirituality and Health at the Texas Medical Center 
Department of Psychology 
Bowling Green State University

Christina Puchalski, MD - Keynote
Director, George Washington Institute for Spirituality and Health
Professor, Department of Medicine and Health Sciences
George Washington University School of Medicine

Steve Thorney, BCC (co-chair)
Retired

Cletus Udoh, MDiv
Chaplain Spiritual Care
Lyndon B. Johnson General Hospital

To register: www.mdanderson.org/conferences

For more information contact 	
Maureen Valenza: 713-794-1887

Department of Palliative Care and Rehabilitation Medicine

All statements and opinions presented are solely those of the  
individual speakers and may not reflect those of The University  
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center.


