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I remember when the Stadium opened in 1963 and I was living Dayton, Ohio. A friend of 
mine, Gene Whipp, called me on Saturday. He had been told by several friends of his 
that the Marine Stadium had just opened up and he said to me “Do you want to go to 
Florida tonight?” 
 
So we hopped on a plane on Saturday night, flew down to Miami, took a cab from the 
airport that gave us the “scenic route” to the Marine Stadium (we went all over town) 
and ended up at the Marine Stadium that night. There was no one around, so we just 
snuck in. We found a few pieces of cardboard, put them down on the seats, and went to 
sleep. 
 
The next morning we got up and saw it in the light-what a beautiful Stadium. We stayed 
for the races that day. 
 
I went down there every winter for the next 5-6 years-and then various times after that. 
Sometimes I went and worked in a pit crew, sometimes as a spectator and often I took 
pictures. I remember a great race in 1968-a famous boat called the Marion Bluegrass 
won the race they got the most amazing trophy with a custom designed hydroplane on 
top. Another time, they had a bunch of flags scattered around that said “Miami Marine 
Stadium” that had a picture of hydroplane on it owned by a friend of mine. I’ve still got 
one of those flags. I was down after Hurricane Andrew in 1992 and we had been told 
that the Stadium was unsafe. I wanted to see how bad it was and when I looked at it, it 
seemed ok to me.  
 
I had been going to boat racing as a kid since the late 1940s and I couldn’t believe it- I 
was really blown away by the Stadium. It was special for me, especially as a 
Northerner. Going to Miami would break up the winter-it was like going to utopia. I 
thought boy, this is what we need in Dayton. What a neat place-and we even tried to 
imitate it. In Dayton, we have a gravel pit, and when the pit was used up, it got 
converted to a boat racing basin-in the same shape as the Marine Stadium’s Basin.  
 
I was really envious. The Miami Marine Stadium was the most spectator friendly boat 
racing site that I have ever seen in my life-and it still is. 


