Here I am again with my back up against yet another deadline. (Ten points if you know the most probable origin of the term deadline, or dead line, or dead-line. I will include it at the bottom of this article). It seems like I, as many of you I am sure, don’t get anything done until a product or service has to be presented or is due. This lack of prior thinking and preparation is, very probably, nothing more than human procrastination. It doesn’t have to get done today so I don’t have to think about it. There are a lot of times when I get hit with a “surprise” deadline and begin to panic if I don’t think I can get the task done entrusted to me in the space of time given. This is the one instance where a deadline causes me to rush. Why the interest in deadlines? This is a precursor to what I am suggesting in this article.
Deadlines are, today, nothing more than artificial barriers; a time constraint we give ourselves to get a task accomplished. As of the reading of this newsletter we have crossed yet another type of time barrier. It is now 2015. There have been many New Year’s resolutions made. How many of these are re-ups from 2014 would make for an interesting article in itself. How often have we put off something until later, giving us time to prepare ourselves for the new experience or diet or physical training? How many times have we reset that same deadline to the point that we have forgotten all about the thing we were so enthused to begin? Has our attitude changed that much? Rather than make a New Year’s resolution in November, or plan to do something once the holidays are over, how about beginning a “daily resolution”? Our days here on earth are known only to God. The resolution we plan to make for next month may be irrelevant if God plans to bring you Home before that time. Where does that leave your good intentions?
Decide to begin a new habit, break an old one, and reestablish personal connections TODAY. Put that cookie down. Throw that box of truffles away, and don’t feel you are wasting them if they interfere with you getting into better eating habits. Call someone you haven’t spoken with, or maybe even thought of, for a long time. Begin daily devotional time. Spend time with your children and grandchildren while you are still able to enjoy them. Take that first step in your disaster plan. Life isn’t about how much you can make before you die or how financially secure you can make your retirement years. After all, God is in the small things in your life; a cat or dog that wants to sit in your lap; a baby reaching out and grabbing a hunk of your hair; quiet time you spend talking with God in the early morning.
Make today the beginning of a new attitude. Enjoy life. Make plans but be flexible if God wants to change your plans. Take life more seriously. If you haven’t noticed, I can’t think of a single instance where an individual couldn’t be replaced; whether at work, or in a choir, or practically anywhere you can think of. Do yourself a favor. Take the advice of a notable garden gnome – “Go and smell the roses”.
And now for the origin of the term “deadline” as I have understood it for some time. The first uses of the term came about during the American Civil War. It was in reference to the deplorable conditions at prisoner-of-war camps run by the Confederate Army. It was the practice at Andersonville, and several other camps, that a line of demarcation was established about 20 feet from the prison walls. If a prisoner was to cross that line for any reason, deliberate or otherwise, the prison guards were under orders to shoot to kill. So, originally, it was literally a point where you would die if you crossed. So, you not only get my words of encouragement but also an American history lesson in the same article. God bless and may this be your best year yet.
