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Mideast Region Youth & Junior Race Series
www.usatmideast.com/juniors/
The Mideast Region Talent ID Series is designed to foster development of young athletes age 13 - 19.  The series consists of nine independently produced triathlons.  Each event meets a set of criteria ensuring the race is optimized for those new to the sport as well as those who wish to compete against the best in the region.  Events 1 - 8 are non-draft format and spread across the Mideast Regional states.  The top 10 finishers at each event will earn points toward a season end tally.  The top 3 athletes in each division at the end of the series (totaling 12 athletes) will be rewarded with triathlon merchandise from series sponsors and an invitation to an elite skills camp in 2015 (details to follow).  The main purpose of this series is to encourage participation for young athletes, foster excitement in the Mideast Region, and ultimately develop competitors into the Olympic pipeline.
 

Series Events

	  

	Date
	Location
	Event
	Website

	Event 1
	June 8, 2014
	Batavia, IL
	Batavia Triathlon
	Website Link

	Event 2*
	June 8, 2014
	Grand Rapids, MI
	Grand Rapids Triathlon
	Website Link

	Event 3*†
	June 14, 2014
	Indianapolis, IN
	Indianapolis Sprint Triathlon #1
	Website Link

	Event 4
	July 13, 2014
	Waynesville, OH
	Caesar Creek State Park Triathlon
	Website Link

	Event 5*†
	July 19, 2014
	Indianapolis, IN
	Indianapolis Sprint Triathlon #2
	Website Link

	Event 6*
	July 26, 2014
	Marshall, IL
	Mill Creek Triathlon
	Website Link

	Event 7
	July 27, 2014
	Wauconda, IL
	Wauconda Triathlon
	Website Link

	Event 8≠ 
	August 10, 2014
	Sylvania, OH
	Sylvania Triathlon
	Website Link

	Championship
	August 16, 2014
	Detroit, MI
	Detroit Triathlon
	Website Link


*Sprint Distance only.  Youth will still be scored separately, but will race the sprint distance.
† Please note that the race is advertized as having a minimum age requirement of 14. 

≠ Youth Distance Race will be held August 9th (Sylvania SuperKids Triathlon - website link)
Series Eligibility
The Mideast Region Talent ID Series is open to all athletes between the race age of 13 and 19.  The "Youth" division consists of those with a race age of 13 – 15.  The "Junior" division consists of those with a race age of 16 – 19.  "Race age" is the athlete's age on December 31st, 2014.  Series events are independently operated and entry is not guaranteed.  Event directors have the right to limit the number of participants in their event.  It is in the athlete’s best interest to register in advance for ALL races in which they plan to participate.
Series Scoring
Points will be awarded at each event as listed below.  The top 3 scores of each athlete will be tallied to determine standings for the overall series.  Awards will be given for the top three males and females in each age category of 13-15 and 16-19.  In the event of a tie between two or more athletes, their placing at the Mideast Youth and Junior Regional Championship will be used as the tie breaker (or the last race at which both athletes competed). Those athletes that compete in only two events (excluding the Championship race) and end the series with a tie with an athlete that competes in the Championship race, the athlete that competes in the Series Championship race will by default win the tie-breaker.  Ties will only be broken for the top three overall places in the series.  Athletes must compete in a minimum of two events in the series to be eligible for overall series awards.  Series Results will be updated and posted on the USAT Mideast Region website no more than one week after each event.  Overall series winners will be announced following the final race of the series which is the regional championship event.
Since one of the goals of this series is to develop competitors into the Olympic pipeline, we strongly encourage those participating in the championship race to enter the Youth F1 race or the U25 race to gain experience in draft legal racing.  The points awarded will also be higher for those participating in the draft legal races at the Championship event. There is a non draft age group race held on that day at the same venue but we strongly encourage the athletes to try the draft legal race.
The Mideast Region will be hosting a clinic at Belle Isle to help with this transition to draft legal racing.  More details will be provided as they become available. 
Point Breakdown

	Series Events #1 – 8 
(and non-draft championship race)
	Championship race (draft legal)

	Place
	Points
	Place
	Points

	1st
	60 
	1st
	120

	2nd
	50
	2nd
	100

	3rd 
	42
	3rd 
	84

	4th 
	35
	4th 
	70

	5th 
	30
	5th 
	60

	6th 
	25
	6th 
	50

	7th 
	20
	7th 
	40

	8th 
	15
	8th 
	30

	9th
	10
	9th
	20

	10th 
	5
	10th 
	10


Championship Race
We are excited to have the Detroit Triathlon as our Mideast Regional Talent ID Series Championship for the following reasons:
· Timing.  The August 16, 2014 race date works conveniently as it is two weeks after Junior Nationals, one week after Age Group Nationals (Milwaukee), and during a time when schools are out for summer.

· Lodging.  Detroit is easy to get to – and the city is getting cleaner and safer.  There are quite a few lodging options within minutes of Belle Isle.

· Course.  The course (Belle Isle) is prime for a draft legal and non-draft race.  The swim is in a well tested swim area along the Detroit River.

· Experience.  The crew that founded and developed the Clermont and Sarasota event(s) are the same crew building the Detroit Triathlon.  The goal is to take a page out of the Clermont playbook and build a similar event in the Mideast Region.

· Strong Support from USAT.  The leadership at USAT are big supporters of the Detroit Triathlon as they are looking to this event to grow into a strong regional event.

· Race Experience.  Olympian Barb Lindquist will be at the event.  The plan is to have Barb and/or another pro athlete available meet with the athletes, talk to them about the sport, and provide tips to racing.

· Skills Clinic.  A group of Mideast Regional USAT Youth & Junior Certified Coaches will run a skills clinic for those athletes wanting to try the draft legal racing style. More news will follow regarding the details of this clinic at the race venue.
Race Cancellations and Alterations
If an event is altered to a duathlon or aquathlon format: points will still be awarded.  If a race is changed to a run only format, rescheduled for another weekend, or cancelled: no points will be awarded for that event. 
Series Questions
Any questions regarding the Mideast Region Talent ID Race Series should be directed to Mike Groaning (usatmideast@gmail.com). 
