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Presenter Bios 

 
Amanda Boggs- Specialist in Visual and Digital Arts, Theater, and Dance- Defines the art and 
technology strategy for the district and leads the supports for how art is taught in the classroom 
through professional development, support materials, and creative initiatives. Ms. Boggs brings a 
varied background in digital arts, photography, and theater to her job with the DCPS. She was a 
teacher of art, dance, and theater at the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts and The New LA 
Charter School. She has collaborated on projects with the De Young Museum, DC Education Fund, 
and the San Francisco art incubator Treat Social Club. Ms. Boggs has also worked professionally as a 
photographer and actress most notably in the Off-Broadway show "De La Guarda in NYC. 
 
Ben Hall is Director of Music, Office of Teaching & Learning, for the District of Columbia Public 
Schools. Mr. Hall defines the music strategy for the district and leads the supports for how music is 
taught in the classroom through the coordination of professional development offerings, classroom 
material supplies, maintenance of equipment and recommendations for scheduling. He also co-
chaired the Arts and Humanities Sector Group of the DC Education Compact, which was charged with 
developing arts standards for the District of Columbia. The Comprehensive Music Plan was 
developed by Mr. Hall in partnership with the Washington Performing Arts Society and guides the 
strategies for DCPS Music Programs. Mr. Hall, formerly a teacher at Bell Multicultural High School, 
has developed materials to assist musicians, parents, students, teachers, and administrators for two 
decades. In 2002, he was recognized for outstanding teaching by the Wolf Trap Foundation. As a 
musician Mr. Hall has also performed at numerous venues including the Montreux Jazz Festival and 
the Kennedy Center for Performing Arts. Mr. Hall has a Master of Education from George 
Washington University and BA in Music Education from the University of Delaware. 
 
Jeanette McCune serves as Director, DC School and Community Initiatives in the Education Division 
at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts.   Ms. McCune manages the DC Partnership 
Schools Initiative in 21 DCPS and charter schools in Washington, D.C., including an intensive 
partnership with the Duke Ellington School of the Arts, and Kennedy Center performance access 
programs for under resourced communities.  Jeanette has been with the Kennedy Center since July 
2001 and formerly served as Director of Education and Outreach at the Choral Arts Society of 
Washington from 1999-2001.  Jeanette has been a board member of the DC Arts and Humanities 
Education Collaborative since 2006, is on the board of the Duke Ellington School of the Arts 
Partnership, and serves as a presenter as well as artist and grant panelist in the greater metro DC 
area.  
 



Facilitator Bio 
 

As Vice President for Public Programs at National Geographic, Greg McGruder oversees many of 
activities and events at National Geographic that give the public a chance to have a live experience 
with the adventure of geography.  These programs include National Geographic Live!, a series of 
events featuring lectures, films, concerts and performances at National Geographic headquarters in 
Washington, D.C, Seattle, Dallas, and Mesa, AZ, Calgary, and Toronto.  He also oversees the National 
Geographic Speakers Bureau, representing 75 individuals, from award-winning photographers and 
intrepid journalists, to renowned scientists and daring explorers.  Other programs under his umbrella 
include the National Geographic Museum, National Geographic Traveling Exhibits and National 
Geographic Competitions, whose National Geographic Bee engages nearly 4 million students every 
year in a test of geographic knowledge. 
 

 
Panelist Bios 

 
Brian Kisida is a Senior Research Associate in the Department of Education Reform at the University 
of Arkansas. Kisida works on original research projects, assists graduate students with research 
projects, and acquires and maintains external data sets for research purposes. His current research 
interests include evaluating the impact that cultural institutions have on the students who visit them. 
In partnership with the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Kisida served as the co-principal 
investigator of a large-scale randomized-controlled trial of student visits to art museums, where he 
played a significant role in designing all aspects of the research project, including project design, 
survey design, data collection protocols, and the implementation of data collection. He is conducting 
additional impact evaluations of cultural institutions through partnerships with the Walton Arts 
Center and the Museum of Discovery. 
 
Additionally, Kisida is involved with research concerning science standards and science education, as 
well as research involving school choice and school integration. Kisida also co-authored the 
congressionally mandated impact evaluation of the DC Opportunity Scholarship Program through the 
Institute of Education Sciences at the U.S. Department of Education. He has extensive experience 
and expertise in the areas of program evaluation, randomized controlled trials, survey design, and 
quantitative methods. 
 
Before joining the Department of Education Reform, he served as an Instructor in the Department of 
Political Science at the University of Arkansas, where he also worked at The Arkansas Poll, designing 
and implementing both national and state-level questionnaires. Kisida received his B.A. (’04, Phi Beta 
Kappa) and M.A. (’06) in Political Science from the University of Arkansas. 
briankisida@gmail.com  
 
Anne Kraybill is currently the Distance Learning Project Manager at Crystal Bridges Museum of 
American Art. In her previous position as the school and community programs manger, she 
developed and implemented all of the Museum’s programming related to K-12 students, teachers, 
and pre-service teachers as well as community groups. She has held positions at the Walters Art 
Museum in Baltimore; the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in Philadelphia; the Norton Museum of 
Art and the Center for Creative Education in West Palm Beach; and the Vero Beach Museum of Art. 
Prior to joining Crystal Bridges, she worked as the Art School Director at the Durham Art Council, 

mailto:briankisida@gmail.com


managing visual and performing arts classes for more than 3,000 youth and adult students annually. 
She is currently developing a distance-learning initiative for Crystal Bridges and pursuing her PhD in 
Education Policy at the University of Arkansas.  
Anne.Kraybill@crystalbridges.org   
 
 

New Board Member Bios 
 

Linda Donovan Harper is currently a principal at LHarper & Associates, where she has worked with 
more than 200 communities, state agencies, corporations and nonprofits in 30 states and three 
countries, developing a national reputation as a visionary strategic planner, creative thinker and 
meeting developer. Until recently she was executive director of Cultural Tourism DC, bringing more 
than 20 years' experience in community and economic development, as well as demonstrated 
performance in nonprofit management and fund raising. Between 2000 and 2007, Harper served as 
chair of the board to The Association for the Preservation of Historic Congressional Cemetery. In 
addition, she worked as director for the professional exchange and community sustainability 
program at the Countryside Institute in New York. At the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
Harper was a member of the management committee at the National Main Street Center, a widely 
recognized program in Washington, D.C. Harper holds a BS in Humanities from Missouri Valley 
College (Marshall, Missouri) and has pursued graduate level work in art history at the University of 
Kansas, Lawrence, and the University of Missouri, Columbia. 
ldharperdc@comcast.net 
 
Gerald Boyd, Sr., Ed.D, is president of DB Consulting Group listed among the top ten firms providing 
information technology and telecommunications-related work to the federal government with 
clients that include NASA, Health and Human Services, DOJ, DHS, NOAA and the Department of 
Defense. Dr. Boyd is a former longtime Anacostia resident and former teacher at Garfield Elementary 
School who went on to work at the US Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Dr. Boyd is 
also founder of the Anacostia Diaspora, which is a DC Collaborative Member, and holds an interest in 
preserving the collective memory of Anacostia’s past to help inform its present and future 
development wherein “Each one will teach one.” Dr. Boyd also founded and operates DB Cares 
which holds an annual health and wellness fair attended by thousands in the DC metro area. Dr. 
Boyd is featured in The Village That Shaped Us: A Look at Washington D.C.'s Anacostia Community by 
Dianne Dale. 
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