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DC Arts and Humanities Education Collaborative 
The Educational Value of a Fieldtrip- Members’ Meeting Notes 
Thursday, April 3, 2014 4:30-6:00 p.m. 
DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities 
200 I Street, SE Washington, DC 20003 

 
 

 
I. Welcome & Call to Order –  Lionell Thomas, Executive Director, The DC Commission on the Arts 

and Humanities 

a. Lionell Thomas welcomed the DC Collaborative and the Membership and acknowledged the 

important work that the Members are doing for arts and humanities education throughout the 

city.  He also introduced Judith Terra, Chair of the DC Commission. 

b. Meeting called to order at 4:45 p.m.  

II. Agenda Overview –  Louise Kennelly, Executive Director, DC Collaborative 

a. Louise explained the order for the agenda and thanked everyone for coming, especially the 

Crystal Bridges team for coming from Arkansas to share their research findings with the 

membership and teachers who can utilize the findings to help make the case for more arts 

education learning experiences, particularly the cultural fieldtrip --not only in order to meet 

academic standards but to exceed them. 

III. DC Collaborative Business and Updates 

a. Vote on DC Collaborative's Nominated Board Members and additional VP: Gregory McGruder 

discussed the prospective member biographies that were also provided in handouts to the 

Membership. 

i. Gregory McGruder (representing the DC Collaborative Board of Directors) made a 

motion for Linda Donovan Harper to be voted on the Board of Directors.  

1. Josh Levin, West End Cinema- 2nd 

2. all in favor, no abstentions or opposed 

ii. Gregory McGruder made a motion for Dr. Gerald Boyd, Sr., Ed.D to be voted on the 

Board of Directors.  

1. Josh Levin, West End Cinema- 2nd 

2. all in favor, no abstentions or opposed 

iii. Gregory McGruder made a motion for Linda Donovan Harper to be voted as second Vice 

President of the DC Collaborative Board of Directors. 

1. Roberta Gasbarre, Discovery Theatre- 2nd  

2. all in favor, no abstentions or opposed 

b. Strategic Plan Overview- Jeanette McCune, Director, DC School and Community Initiatives, John 

F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and DC Collaborative Board Member and Chair of the 

DC Collaborative Strategic Planning Committee, thanked the Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz 

Foundation for making this work possible and Mary Ann de Barbieri for consulting on this 

effort.  Ms. McCune discussed the overarching goals that came out of the plan: 
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1.  Reaching 100% of DCPS students 

2. Establish DC as a city-wide creative learning laboratory 

3. Provide a collective voice that communicates the importance of learning in and 

through the arts and humanities 

4. Develop and invest in tomorrow's diverse arts audiences and arts consumers, 

artists, creative economy participants, leaders and global citizens 

c. Program Updates- Tracey Alperstein, Program Director, DC Collaborative 

i. Tiered registration on September 9 for fall registration and December 9 for spring 

registration.   

ii. AFES Reservations- 18,000 individual student fieldtrips to date 

iii. PD Reservations- 250 teachers registered to date 

iv. New Members since the September meeting: 

1. AFI Silver Theatre and Cultural Center 

2. Anacostia Diaspora Group 

3. Levine Music 

4. The Links, Incorporated (DC Chapter) 

5. The MusicianShip, Inc.  

6. Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting 

7. Quest Visual Theatre 

8. Trust for Indigenous Culture and Health (TICAH-USA)  

v. There will be a New Member Orientation- April 16 at 3 p.m. at the DC Collaborative 

offices.  Email tracey@dccollaborative.org if you would like to join! 

vi. Spring Members’ Meeting- June 19 at the Library of Congress Stay tuned for more 

details! 

vii. FY15 Members Meeting Dates and locations.  

1. September 18, 2014 (3:30 – 5:00pm) DAR Museum 

2. February 12, 2015 (4:30 – 6:00pm) The Kreeger Museum 

3. May 14, 2015 (4:30 – 6:00pm) TBA 

IV. DCPS News and Updates- Amanda Boggs, DCPS Specialist in Visual and Digital Arts, Theater, and 

Dance and Ben Hall, DCPS Director of Music, Office of Teaching & Learning.  

a. Ben Hall discussed:  

i. Investments- new instruments and smart boards in every DCPS classroom. 

ii. Festivals- DC Music Festival was a success with many children and schools participating 

on 3/18 and 3/19. 3/17 got snowed out and will be rescheduled for mid-April. 

iii. Encouraged more choirs at the high school level. 

b. Amanda Boggs discussed her initiatives and goals from her first year at DCPS Central Office.  

She grew up in DC and went through DC Public Schools. 

i. DCPS Digital Arts Updates 

1. Launch of 4 New Digital Art Labs  

2. Launch of 7 Digital Photography Programs 

http://www.afi.com/silver/
http://www.levinemusic.org/
http://www.linksinc.org/
http://www.themusicianship.org/
file:///C:/Users/LKennelly/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/CN3JGLAG/pulitzercenter.org/
http://www.questvisualtheatre.org/
http://www.ticahealth.org/
mailto:tracey@dccollaborative.org
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3. Partnering with Critical Exposure, the Hirshhorn Art Lab, and Shootback (LTP) (in 

partnership with Lana Wong who also represents TICAH, a new DC Collaborative 

member). 

ii. Professional Development 

1. On October 18, 2013, Ms. Boggs hosted Phillip Yenawine to present on Visual 

Thinking Strategies to DCPS art teachers at the MLK Library for their Professional 

Development Day. 

2. Congressman John Lewis and co-author Andrew Aydin spoke to Art Teachers 

about their graphic novel and advancing literacy through art for the PD Day in 

February. 

iii. Amanda also outlined plans for the Trashion Fashion Show and the annual student art 

exhibit.  Contact: Amanda.boggs@dc.gov   

V. DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities Updates– Moshe Adams, Director of Grants; David 

Markey, Arts Education Program Coordinator; and Ariel Wilson, Arts Education Program Associate 

a. Moshe Adams discussed the Grants Launch on Monday April, 7 and outlined the arts education 

program grants. 

b. David Markey updated the Membership on the Arts Education Census that the Commission is 

implementing.  This census will determine the breadth and depth of arts education 

programming currently in place in the DC public and public charter schools. Teachers should 

contact david.markey@dc.gov to see if their school is signed up. 

c. Ariel Wilson- discussed the Larry Neal Awards (Awards Ceremony May 9) and Poetry Out Loud 

(National Semi Finals- April 29, National Finals- April 30). 

VI. Panel Discussion and Q and A: Cultural Fieldtrips Make a Difference: Science Says Art Fieldtrips 

Will Make Your Kids Better Thinkers (and Nicer People)  

Q&A Facilitated by Gregory McGruder, Vice President Public Programs, National Geographic Society 

a. Anne Kraybill, Distance Learning Project Manager at Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art 

i. Kraybill went over the history and mission Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in 

Bentonville, Arkansas, about 3 hours north of Little Rock.  The nearest museum or is 2 

hours away in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

ii. Crystal Bridges was founded by Alice Walton, who is passionate about the arts 

education and access to the arts.  The museum has a 10 million dollar endowment 

which helps to fund the museum’s education initiatives and allows the free tours to 

students.   

iii. The museum was designed by architect, Moshe Safdie.  Ms. Kraybill shared the sketches 

and showed the phases of construction. 

iv. Due to the fact that the museum is the first art museum in the area, it was many 

children’s (and teachers) first visits to an art museum. When the museum opened they 

were over-run with tour requests.  So they made a lottery system which lent itself to an 

effective approach to research (control and treatment groups). 

v. The museum covered all transportation costs, regardless of the distance, ticket costs 

and healthy lunches for all of the students on the tours.  The tour ranged from a general 

mailto:Amanda.boggs@dc.gov
mailto:david.markey@dc.gov
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tour (this is an art museum and how to look at art), unguided tours and thematic tours 

geared for specific grade levels and connected to Common Core and other state 

standards.  All tours provide teachers with pre and post-trip educational materials to 

connect to what students are learning in the classroom. 

vi. The study was for about 10,000 in the first year and this year the museum is able to 

accommodate free tours to 27,000 students. 

b. Brian Kisida, Senior Research Associate in the Department of Education Reform at the 

University of Arkansas 

i. The study was designed to be a random assignment evaluation of school visits to an art 

museum. The lottery tour design that the museum was already using was perfect for the 

study because it uses random selection. Conditions were ideal because of the ability to 

pair treatment and control groups selected at random and that most students had never 

been to an arts museum.   

ii. Kisida discussed that fieldtrips have been in decline throughout the recent years 

partially due to budget cuts and standardized testing.  In looking at the data, Kisida 

observed that the tours increase heavily in May, after the conclusion of testing.  

iii. Study Overview 

1. The motivations for research: 

a. To quantify what is lost when fieldtrips are cut. 

b. How to expand the measures of educational outcomes to capture the 

role of the arts and cultural institutions. 

2. In total, 525 K-12 school groups with 38,347 students applied 

3. Applicants were organized into matched pairs 

a. Pairs randomly assigned to treatment and control 

b. Pairs randomly ranked to fill available spots 

4. 95 applicants awarded tours (treatment group) and 95 applicants awarded 

deferred tours (control group) 

5. Data collected from 174 applicant groups (80 matched pairs) on average 3 weeks 

after tour 

6. The study involved: 

a. 174 applicant groups 

b. 123 schools 

c. 11,973 miles driven 

d. 10,912 students surveyed 

e. 489 teachers surveyed 

f. 531,781 bits of data 

iv. Findings: 

1. Students who won the lottery and received a school tour of Crystal Bridges are 

significantly more likely to: 

a. Recall themes 
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i. Kisida shared two examples of paintings wherein students were 

asked to identify the underlying themes of the paintings from a 

multiple choice set in both the control and treatment groups. Of 

the two paintings, 79.2% (painting 1) and 87.9% (painting 2) of 

students that went to the museum were able to recall the 

underlying theme of the work of art.  Only 27.0% (painting 1) and 

30.0% (painting 2) of the control group were able to guess the 

theme (they were guessing because they had not seen the 

paintings before). 

b. Demonstrate stronger critical thinking skills 

i. Students were asked to write essays describing what they thought 

was happening in paintings that they did not see before and were 

instructed to explain why.  Since students did not see these 

paintings at the museum, it showed that they were able to draw 

their own conclusions from what they learned at the museum.  

They were scored on a 7 item rubric: 

1. Observing, Interpreting, Evaluating, Associating, Problem 

Finding, Comparing, Flexible Thinking  

ii. Results- The researchers averaged the results of the treatment 

and control groups.  The full sample of the treatment group 

showed a 9% increase in critical thinking skills (with +/- 1% for 

error) compared to that of the control group.  The effects were 

greater in students from smaller towns, 34% growth (+/- .5%); 

high poverty students, 17.9 % growth (+/- .5%); non-white 

students, 18.3% growth (+/- .5%); and students that were visiting 

for the first time to a museum, 16.6% growth (+/- .5%) in critical 

thinking skills. 

c. Display higher tolerance 

i. Students were surveyed prior to and after the tour.  They were 

asked to rate the following statements on a scale: “People who 

disagree with my point of view bother me; Artists whose work is 

critical of America should not be allowed to have their work 

shown in art museums; I appreciate hearing views different from 

my own; I think people can have different opinions about the 

same thing.”  

ii. Results- The researchers averaged the results of the treatment 

and control groups.  6.9 (+/- 1%) of the full sample showed a 

significant increase in tolerance compared to the control group.  

Those from smaller towns showed 6.8% growth (+/-.5); higher 

poverty students saw a greater growth of 9.2% (+/- 1%); the 
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results of the students on their first visit were not statistically 

significant compared to the control group. 

d. Exhibit greater historical empathy 

i. Students were surveyed and asked to rate the following 

statements on a scale (pre and post trip): “I have a good 

understanding of how early Americans thought and felt; I can 

imagine what life was like for people 100 years ago; When looking 

at a painting that shows people; I try to imagine what those 

people are thinking.”  

ii. Results- The researchers averaged the results of the treatment 

and control groups.  The full sample showed a 5.9% (+/- 1%) 

growth in historical empathy compared to the control group; 

those from smaller towns showed a more significant growth, 15% 

(+/-.5%); the results from higher poverty students alone were not 

statistically significant compared to the control group; first visit 

students showed a more significant growth- compared to the 

control group, 12.2% (+/-.5%).   

e. Develop a taste for art museums and cultural institutions 

i. Students were surveyed (pre and post) and asked to rate the 

following statements on a scale: “I plan to visit art museums when 

I am an adult; I would tell my friends they should visit an art 

museum; Trips to art museums are interesting; Trips to art 

museums are fun; Would your friend like to go to an art museum 

on a field trip?; Would you like more museums in your 

community?; How interested are you in visiting art museums?; If 

your friends or family wanted to go to an art museum, how 

interested would you be in going?”  

ii. Results- The researchers averaged the results of the treatment 

and control groups.  8% (+/- 1 %) of students from the full sample 

had an increase of taste for an art museum compared to the 

control group.  The following segments showed an even greater 

growth from the full sample: students from smaller towns showed 

a growth of 22.4% (+/- .5%); higher poverty 11% (+/- .5%); non-

white 10% (+/- .5%); first visit 16.8% (+/- .5%). 

iii. To obtain a behavioral measure, students (treatment and control 

groups) were given vouchers to come back to the museum and 

bring their entire family to see a special exhibition for free.  Each 

voucher was coded to indicate whether the students were part of 

the treatment or the control group. 

iv. Results- 57.8% of the redeemed vouchers were from the 

treatment group (attended the tour).  Of this group 58% of the 



7 
 

adults were from the treatment group and 57.4% of the students 

were from the treatment group.  The treatment group received 

48.8% of the vouchers. So, those that attended the tour were 9% 

more likely to attend again (+/-.5%), 9.2 % (+/-.5%) of adults were 

more likely to go if their students went on the tour; students 8.6 

% (+/-1%) more likely to return if they went on the tour.  

f. Overall benefits are generally significantly larger for disadvantaged 

students (minority, low-income, or rural schools) 

g. This study scientifically proves that cultural fieldtrips improve student’s 

education above and beyond their standardized test score, though 

more rigorous research is needed.  Policy makers and school 

administrators should make sure that there are funds allocated for 

these trips. 

2. Policy Implications- There is a need for this research.  The NY Times article was 

the most forwarded, most viewed and one of the most blogged about articles in 

the New York Times for the month of November.  For what it’s worth it also had 

more than 112,000 Facebook likes and was shared more than 35,000 times. 

3. Contact Brian Kisida- bkisida@uark.edu for more information. 

c. Question and Answer- Gregory McGruder, moderated the discussion. 

i. Greg McGruder- How transferable is the data that you collected to other populations, 

like DC?  Brian: Though there are many cultural resources in DC the results are 

transferable due to the amount of disadvantaged students in DC.  This information 

shows that benefits are higher for minority and low income students. 

ii. Greg McGruder- In an article, you discussed that findings from the teacher’s survey 

revealed that the preparatory materials disbursed to the classrooms received no more 

than an hour of time in the classroom, on average.  What do you do now to make sure 

that the teachers utilize the documents?  Anne: The teachers are all provided with prep 

materials and most of them use the resource.  We offered teacher PDs because most of 

them had never been to an art museum or used it for class.  The one hour figure was the 

average instructional time based on the teacher survey.  Kisida: We also downplayed the 

use of the preparatory materials in the article to show that it was the visit, not the 

materials that contributed the most to these results. 

iii. Greg McGruder- asked how much the study cost.  Anne explained that the museum’s 

endowment helped to cover the costs.  Kisida said that his hard cost for the research 

was about $200,000. 

iv. Josh Levin described that he gives pre and post-trip surveys to every student that 

attends his screenings.  He asked Kisida how big the sample size should be before he 

begins to use the results of his study.  Kisida complemented his efforts and said that it 

depends but a good rule of thumb was a sample size of 1,000. 

VII. Member Updates 

mailto:bkisida@uark.edu-
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a. Jeanette McCune-- Kennedy Center is having a three-week long Hip Hop Festival. in 

collaboration with Hi-ARTS, One Mic: Hip-Hop Culture Worldwide 

b. Laura Wood- Young Playwrights Theater’s New Play Festival from April 28-April 30. The plays 

were written by students in Young Playwrights’ Theater honors.   The plays will be performed 

by professional actors.  

c. Gerald Boyd- Anacostia Diaspora is pleased to be in the membership. 

d. Cleon McMillan- National Geographic- New exhibition opening April 10th called “Peruvian 

Gold.”   

VIII. Meeting Adjourned- 6:30 p.m. 


