
Blythewood Lions Recognized for “Book Buddy” Program 

 

During the Pre-K graduation and bridging ceremony at the Carolina School for Inquiry last week, the 

Blythewood Lions Club was recognized with a Proclamation by the Richland County Council.  The 

Proclamation, presented by County Councilman Torrey Rush, recognized the Lions for their many acts of 

service to the school this past year.   Attending the ceremony along with the school staff, parents and 

Lions was S. C. Representative Joseph McEachern. 

The Blythewood Lions were honored to receive this recognition.  Their service to the school actually 

began from a seed planted two years ago by the President of Lions Clubs International who 

challenged worldwide clubs to develop programs to promote literacy.  The initiative was called Reading 

Action Program.  The Blythewood Lions Club desired to take part in this program and began a 

partnership with the Carolina School for Inquiry. 

  

The first service to the school 

was building a sandbox for the 

young children.  The Lions also 

recruited students from their 

two sponsored Leo Clubs 

(Lions Clubs for youth) to 

assist.  Enough volunteers 

were gathered to build the 

sandbox, clear the yard of 

debris, trim the hedges, paint 

some of the school’s interior 

and help sort books in the 

library.   

  

The Lions then met with the 

school faculty to research 

areas of need in regards to 

literacy.  Those discussions led 

to several additional service opportunities.  First, Lions would provide volunteers to read to and with the 



students.  This provided another opportunity for Lions and Leos to unite in a project.  This joint effort of 

Lions and Leos became an after school  "Book Buddy" program.  Lions and Leos come and model 

reading to the younger students by reading to them and they help the older students with their reading 

skills by reading along with them. 

  

The second opportunity of need was with the school's library.  The school has a library, but help was 

needed utilizing new software for checking out books.  The Lions have volunteered the manpower to set 

up the computer system and label all the books.  By fall 2014 the school will have an updated library 

system.   And finally, the Lions wanted to put literature into the hands of each student.  Studies show that 

many students today do not have books of their own.  As a result, the Lions purchased one book for each 

student.   Additional books were purchased for the library and some teachers.  The Leos and Lions are 

currently involved with a book drive to collect used books to provide to the students and the library.  

 

The Blythewood Lions Club is thankful for the recent recognition.  A great partnership has formed and 

Lions and Leos look forward to continued success in the future.  If anyone has books to donate to the 

Lion’s and Leo’s efforts, please contact the Blythewood Lions Club by emailing beckham1953@aol.com.  

  

Photo Top:   Lion Bob Cox and members of the Blythewood Lions Club accept the Proclamation from 

Richland County Councilman Torrey Rush. 

Photo Page 1 Center:  Lion Bob reads to children 

Photo Above:  Children pose with their new books! 
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