
Evaluating How We Do Things As Lions 

Fellow Lions!  I hope you are having an enjoyable summer and 

getting rested and ready for another great year as a Lion of 32A!  

Right now there is a mad scramble in the Greene house as Monica 

and I are preparing for our trip to Toronto to meet the new 

International President Joe Preston.  I am just back from Atlanta 

after discovering my old passport had expired and I needed a new 

one!  While I was waiting, I drove back up to visit the Salem Club, 

enjoy some of their delicious fried chicken and install the new 

officers.  The Salem club is entering their 10th year on a project called “Computers for Kids”.  They 

collect, refurbish and give computers to needy kids in their community.  Lion Ray Bramble is currently 

heading the project and asked that if you, a friend or relative, or if you know of a business that is 

upgrading computers, please let them know.  Big need right now for monitors! 

Incoming International President Joe Preston’s theme for the year is going to be “Strengthen Our Pride”.   

How you ask?  More members?  Yes, we all know this one.  Younger members?   Again, yep.   

Leadership?   Ditto.  Start making some changes in how we do things as Lions?  I will take a stab at this 

one for the upcoming year.  But please, if you have any ideas, share them with me and we can give it a 

try.  Here’s my idea though.  We need to create sparks.  Again, asking the membership for help with 

ideas on how.  But that little spark in each of us, the reason we joined Lions, the reason we are still 

Lions, needs to be regenerated from time to time.  It’s the reason we volunteer on Candy Day, at the 

Fair booth, the pancake breakfast, the BBQ fundraiser, computers for kids, and everything else Lions do 

in the Upstate to help the less fortunate and those in need in our community.  That’s what it is all about 

right?  We as Lions have been blessed and we want to share that blessing with others in our local 

communities.  Sharing both with people in need and with other Lions in fellowship.  Think about your 

time with fellow Lions.  Think about what your club has done and the impact it has had on your 

community.  You will hear this a lot from me; I appreciate everything you do as a Lion in service to your 

community. 

Monica and I were talking tonight and she asked why I became a Lion.  My response was that I was 

asked.  Same for being a zone chair; and then now serving as District Governor.  I was asked.  (See a 

pattern there?)    I think the better question is; when did I become a Lion?  It was one of my first Candy 

Days.  A lady obviously not well off came running up to me and threw some change in the bucket.  And 

then stood there thanking me for the next five minutes because Lions had given her daughter some 

glasses several years ago.  And then began to apologize for not being able to give more.  That was that 

moment I became a Lion and wanted to serve and do more. 

As for that pattern above?  Just ask someone to be a Lion.  Tell them what Lions do.  Let’s get that spark 

going again in 32A!  To quote; “Let’s kick the tires and light the fires”.  Now to make this interesting: $50 

to the first Lion in 32A who emails me (gary@carolinatrailers.com) with the actor and movie that quote 

is from.  Include in the subject line the last two words of that quote and in the subject matter along with 
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actor and movie, let me know when you joined Lions, why you are still a Lion, and when you became a 

Lion. 

A couple of housekeeping notes before I go: 

 First Cabinet meeting will be July 29th at Berea First Baptist.  Wes Corrothers will be voted on for 
2ND VDG. 

 I want to encourage clubs that have not participated in the Club Excellence Process/ Award to 
please consider doing so. 

 If you have a club activity you would like me to include, please let me know.  Also, please pass 
along any pictures of events your club does this year.  I would like to share them at our 
convention in January. 

 Ask someone to join your club this month. 
 
Again, I appreciate all you do for Lions in the service of your community. 
 
Yours in Lionism and Service, 
DG Gary 
 

 

 

 

  


