
Ready for a Roaring Start 

Greetings Fellow Lions! When this article reaches you, I will 

have already been installed as your District Governor in Toronto, 

Canada for Lions year 2014-2015. Once again I want to thank you for 

the Honor and Privilege of serving as your District Governor this year. 

The last two years have been a wonderful adventure and I am sure that 

the year ahead will be no different. I look forward to meeting and 

talking with as many Lions as possible on our visits to each club in the 

District. 

As you may or may not know, our new International President 

is Lion Joe Preston from Arizona. Lion President Preston’s theme for 

the year is “Strengthening the Pride” and from that we have adopted 

the District 32-D theme of ‘Strengthening the Pride thru Education and 

Communication”. Just in case you do not recall, a family of Lions is 

called a “Pride”.  As Lions, we are a family in our clubs, in our 

communities, in our Districts, in our Multiple Districts, across the 

Nation and around the world. I’m sure that when we return from the 

International Convention in Toronto, we will have a much better 

understanding of how BIG our Lions Family (The Pride) really has 

become. 

The District Governor Team has developed some lofty goals for the coming year and we will need 

the help of every Lion in the “32-D Pride” to achieve these goals. The goals are as follows: 1) Charter at 

least one new Lions Club each quarter in the District by June 2015, 2) Promote the use of the New 

Member Orientation process to help retain Lions and increase knowledge and understanding of the Pride, 

3) Promote the induction of more female and minority members in our clubs to help provide more 

service work, 4) Promote the development of more “Service Projects” across the District to help increase 

our awareness within our communities and attract new members that are interested in doing the service 

work. 5) Promote the use of different membership categories in an effort to retain more Lions, who may 

be interested in remaining a Lion who do not have the ability to attend all meetings, are available to 

assist with service projects. 6) To promote the use of Vision Screening Cameras and the Health Screening 

Unit across the District in an effort to impact our communities in a way that Lions have never done 

before. Our current records indicate, with the use of the Mobile Health Screening Unit and the already in 

use Vision Screening Cameras that 20% to 30% of the school age children in our state are in need of 

further vision and hearing screenings. We as Lions have the means to impact the lives and futures of 

thousands of lives through our screening processes. Last year alone in grades PK thru 3rd grade, there 

were 191,000 children, most of whom had never had an eye exam, let alone a hearing exam. We need 

Lions to do the “Service Work” associated with the vision and hearing testing. We do not need just more 

Lions Clubs members! 

The New Lions Year is here and we have a great deal of work ahead of us. Our First Cabinet 

Meeting will be Thursday, July 31st in Prosperity (near Newberry) and will be hosted by the Mid Carolina 

Lions Club. We will make sure to have a flyer out in plenty of time for planning purposes. The Second 

Cabinet Meeting will be hosted by the Winnsboro Lions Club in Winnsboro on Thursday, October 30th, in 
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Winnsboro and all attending Lions will be encouraged to come dressed in their favorite costume. We look 

forward to having a great time. We want to put a little FUN in our business of Lionism. In addition, the 

District Convention/Mid Winter is scheduled for February 27 & 28 at the Hilton Garden Inn, just off I-26 

in Irmo and our guest speaker will be another one of those Minnesota Boys, International Director, 

Michael Molenda from Hastings, MN. Please plan to attend, room rates are reasonable and we hope to 

have a lot of fun and learn a lot about Lionism.  

 This is the first issue of our New Electronic Palmetto Lion and I am looking forward to 

“Communicating” with you all on a monthly basis over the course of Lions Year 2014-2015. If you have 

any feedback or thoughts to help achieve our goals or help improve our District as a whole, please do not 

hesitate to contact me or the other members of the District Cabinet. I have personally launched a 

campaign to reduce or eliminate the “Mushroom Syndrome” among Lions of District 32-D in the year 

ahead. I promise to do my best to accomplish this task! 

Yours in Service and Lionsim, 

District Governor Lion Rick  


