
Houghton v. Gulfstream Park – Equal Access for Persons with Mobility 

Disabilities 

 

 Gulfstream Park is a multi-million dollar racetrack in Miami, Florida.  Next 

year, the owners plan to install a giant thirty million dollar Pegasus statue 11 stories 

tall, with the bronze-and-steel winged horse trampling an equally massive dragon at 

its feet. The statute will stretch 220 feet long and will be shipped in 60 packing 

containers from China.  Despite millions of dollars that were infused in this racetrack 

since 2004, it has decided not to provide access to persons who use wheelchairs so 

they can actually come to the track to see the races. 

 

Andrew Houghton currently visits Gulfstream Park once or twice per month 

with his family.  While Gulfstream Park has three levels in which to watch the races, 

the ground level spectator section is the only spectator section physically accessible 

to Mr. Houghton and other wheelchair users due to stairs and tiered seating in the 

other levels.  On the ground level, spectators are expected to stand, so wheelchair 

users have the ability to see the backsides of those who are watching the races.  

Further, if a person who uses a wheelchair decided to go to the railing at the front of 

the section, the hedge separating the racetrack from the spectator area is higher than 

the line of vision for a person using a wheelchair.   

 

Persons who use wheelchairs must be provided lines of sight comparable to those 

provided to other spectators. In facilities where spectators can be expected to stand 

during the event, wheelchair users must be provided a line of sight over the standing 

spectators.  Only when there is a comparable line of sight do guests with disabilities 

have an equal use and enjoyment of a facility as those without disabilities who all 

stand to see the races. 

 

Gulfstream Park was previously sued in 2011 for inaccessibility and violations to 

the ADA. The previous case reached a confidential settlement but the settlement; 

however, it did not address the main purposes of the racetrack - betting on and 

watching the horse races.  When Mr. Dietz advised Gulfstream Park about the 

problems Mr. Houghton was having and asked to see the settlement to determine if 

Mr. Houghton’s concerns were being met, and was told: 

 

The Confidential Settlement Agreement is exactly that…confidential.  As 

for your claims of inadequate line of sight, please be advised that my client 



… ensures that it is compliant with all necessary ADA 

guidelines.  Specifically, there are no ADA violations with regard to line 

of site at the subject property. 

 

Disability Independence Group, Inc. is pleased to represent Mr. Houghton in 

vindicating his right to be able to have equal use and enjoyment of Gulfstream Park, 

and be able to see and participate in the services that they afford people who can 

stand and watch the races. 
 


