
Disability Independence Group represents HOPE Fair Housing Center and residents of housing 
developments against the owners and operators of federal housing program 

 Earlier this month, Disability Independence Group filed a lawsuit on behalf of Housing 
Opportunities Project for Excellence, Inc. (“HOPE”), along with residents from the 183rd and 187th Street 
Apartments in Miami Gardens and the 22nd Avenue Apartments in Opa Locka, against Miami Property 
Group, Charter Realty Group, and property manager, Paulette Gopaul for discriminating against persons 
with disabilities, families with children, and victims of domestic violence.   
 

 After being contacted by several residents of the Subject Apartments, HOPE filed a Fair Housing 
Complaint with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”).  The complaint 
contained thirty different complainants who are residents of the apartments and alleges that the 
Defendants have systematically limited and denied the equal housing opportunity rights of its residents by 
promulgating rules and regulations and establishing practices which discriminate against persons based 
upon their sex, disability and familial status; and denied residents reasonable modifications or 
accommodations for their disabilities which would allow them equal use and enjoyment of the premises, 
including the common use areas.   Despite spending over six million dollars in improving the properties, the 
defendant’s violations included the following: 
 

 Failing to install grab bars in bathrooms 

 Failing to install ramps at the steps of the apartments 

 Failing to have accessible paths and common areas 

 Failing to have any accessible apartments 

 Requesting excessive and unnecessary health information 
 

Notwithstanding filing a complaint against the Defendants with HUD regarding these unfair housing 
practices, the Defendants have continued these unfair housing practices which led to further 
discrimination, and even physical injury to its residents – and DIG was retained to vindicate these housing 
rights in the United States District Court. 
 

 Keenya Robertson, HOPE President & CEO, said, “Housing Assistance programs are intended to 
help people, not cause them harm or violate their civil rights and liberties.  People are getting physically 
and otherwise hurt as a result of disregard for the laws and regulations attached to the federal housing 
program that investors are profiting from.  What these families have been subjected to is shameful and 
lacks basic human decency.” 
 


