
 

 

Illinois adopted the Common Core 
standards in 2010 and full 

implementation of curricula to meet 
standards is expected by the 2013-
2014 school year.  
 

Many of the skills and concepts in the 
Common Core Standards were already 

included in the curriculum at Riverside 
Brookfield High School. The Common 
Core State Standards just place an 

even greater emphasis on these skills.   

 

Resources 

 

Information on this brochure was taken 

from the following sources:  

 

ISBE website: www.isbe.net 

 

PARCC website: www.parcconline.org 

 

Common Core State Standards website:    

        www.corestandards.org 
 

If you have questions regarding the 

implementation of the Common Core 

State Standards at RBHS, please 

contact: 

 

Kristin Smetana 

Assistant Principal of Curriculum and 

Instruction 

 

Sarah Johnson 

English Department Chair 

 

Doug Schultz 

Mathematics Department Chair 

 

 

NEW STATE ASSESSMENTS FOR 
THE 2014-15 SCHOOL YEAR 

Students will be assessed at two 

different times during a school year 

in both mathematics and 

English/language arts.  

 

Performance Based Assessments  

 Administered online in March, 

after 75 percent of instruction has 

occurred. 

 English/language arts will 

emphasize writing skills when 

analyzing text and using evidence 

from the text to support their 

arguments.  

 Mathematics will be multistep 

problems that require students to 

explain their thought process and 

apply their mathematical and 

problem solving skills to solve real 

world problems.    

 

 

 

 

 

End of the Year Assessments  

 Administered online in May. 

 English/language arts will focus on  

reading and will contain informational 

passages from studies, science, and 

technical subjects. 

 Mathematics will assess all standards 

in the particular course/grade level.  

Students may be required to write 

equations or expressions and construct 

graphs.  

Additional Assessment Information  

 

At this time, no decision has been made 

regarding the PSAE, which include the 

free, state mandated ACT.   

 

Additional testing information and 

updates can be found on the Partnership 

for Assessment of Readiness for College 

and Careers (PARCC) website:  

www.parcconline.org 

 

 

 

What are the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS)? 

 
Governors and state education chiefs 

from more than 40 states came 
together for the first time ever to 

develop the Common Core State 
Standards, which are clear 
benchmarks for what students should 

learn in each grade from pre-
kindergarten through 12th grade in 

English language arts and 
mathematics.   
 

The Common Core emphasizes critical 
thinking, mastery of key topics, the 

application of skills towards solving 
real-life challenges, and aligns with 
learning standards in other successful 

countries. 
 

COMMON CORE 
STATE STANDARDS 



 

5 Skills to Implement the 

Common Core Literacy State 
Standards in Every Department  

 

 Understanding academic 

vocabulary 

 Paraphrasing/Summarizing 

 Close reading 

 Central idea/purpose 

 Citing textual evidence 

 

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION AT 
RIVERSIDE BROOKFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 

www.corestandards.org 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 

The major differences between Illinois’ 

former learning standards in 

English/language arts and the 

Common Core are the latter’s 

emphasis on reading nonfiction, using 

textual evidence to strengthen writing 

and expanding vocabulary. In 

mathematics, the Common Core 

encourages deeper focus on fewer 

topics for complete mastery and the 

application of math to real-life 

situations. Illinois’ former learning 

standards had not been updated since 

they were approved in 1997. 

 
  

 

 

 

The English curriculum has been 

revised for grade 12, which will be 

implemented next year to incorporate 

more composition and critical thinking.  

 

 

RBHS is already 

aligning the 

current science 

curriculum to 

these standards in 

addition to the 

CCSS.  
 

COMMON CORE 
STATE STANDARDS AT RIVERSIDE 
BROOKFIELD  HIGH SCHOOL 

The Next Generation Science Standards 

 
MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT 
 
 Last year, more real-world assessment 

problems were created and implemented 

into the mathematics curriculum to 

provide students with the opportunity to 

apply their knowledge to non-routine 

types of problems. Additional real-world 

problems will continue to be incorporated 

into the curriculum this year. This year, 

mathematics courses will also focus on 

assisting students to use the correct 

math vocabulary, to increase their 

computational fluency, or analyzing the 

reasonableness of their answers.  These 

skills are aligned to the Mathematics 

Practice Standards.  

 

 

 

The State Board 

will review the 

NGSS for  

adoption this 

year.  

 

The NGSS are 

rigorous, 

internationally 

benchmarked, and 

intended to better 

prepare students 

for college and 
career.     

  
 

Illinois was one of 

26 lead states 

that collaborated 

on the Next 

Generation 

Science Standards 

(NGSS).  

To increase students’ reading 

engagement, the English Department 

is creating and implementing common 

assessments this year that require 

close reading and analysis.  

 

 

 

 


