
One in three American children will be arrested by the time they are twenty-three, and many will spend 
time locked in horrific detention centers that defy everything we know about how to rehabilitate young 
offenders. Burning Down the House introduces us to youth across the nation who have suffered violence 
and psychological torture at the hands of the state, offering a call to shut down our nation’s brutal and 

counterproductive juvenile prisons and bring our children home.
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“Passionate, thoughtful, and well-researched, this is a resound-
ing call to action.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“Passionate and convincing.”—Kirkus Reviews

“The real recidivism problem in juvenile corrections is not the 
rate at which kids re-offend but the regularity with which state 
youth corrections agencies repeat the same 
cycle of abuse, scandal, reform, and aggression.”—Bart Lubow, 
Annie E. Casey Foundation

“Nell Bernstein asks a provocative question: why do we have 
juvenile prisons? [T]his smart and humane book makes a 
persuasive case that the time for tinkering has passed.”
—Jeremy Travis, president, John Jay College of Criminal Justice 

“A riveting must-read for anyone on the ‘outside’ with
 influence to send kids to the ‘inside’ of juvenile prisons.”
—Judge Steven C. Teske, chief judge, Clayton County Juvenile 
Court, and author of Reform Juvenile Justice Now

“Bernstein reveals a shocking truth: what adults do to children 
behind the walls of America’s juvenile prisons is criminal.”
—Piper Kerman, author of Orange is the New Black

Available now: A stirring indictment of our nation’s failed juvenile justice system by award-winning 
journalist Nell Bernstein. Use coupon code CASEY6314 for 30% off purchases at www.thenewpress.com.
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