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No, these are not college students, but middle school students getting an introduction 

to the Archives and the records we hold.  On November 6, twenty-four Pacific Crest 

Academy students and their teachers and chaperones toured the Archives.  This is their 

second year coming to visit.  We talked about the types of records we hold, interesting 

collections in the Archives, and what they could use for research projects in the future.   

 

On November 12, eight students from Pleasant Valley Middle School and their 

chaperones came to do research in the Archives.  Subjects included Mother Joseph, 

The Great Depression, the effects of World War II on the state, beach access and 

conservation in comparison with Oregon, Title IX and women’s equality in sports, and 

the labor strikes in the 1970s and 1980s in an attempt to determine if there were issues 

similar to the Polish Solidarity Movement.   

 

What are they doing?  Working on 

research for a National History Day 

project.  This year’s theme is 

“Leadership and Legacy in History.”  

History students from middle and high 

schools will compete at a local, 

regional, state, and finally national 

level in hopes of winning $1000 

($5000 from the History Channel for 

documentary if in the senior division).  

Runners up receive $500 for second 

place and $250 for third.  Schools in 

Washington who participate in 

History Day use this in conjunction 

with the Common Core requirements 

in writing and social studies.   

 

Irene Soohoo and her class from Pleasant Valley Middle School have been some of the 

top contenders at the History Day National Competition.  Teachers contact us ahead of 

time and let us know what the subjects are.  Many subjects may not fall directly into 

Washington State History but can tie in to national themes.  The most popular collection 

used for this research is the Governors’ Papers. 

 

For more information about National History Day and ways the Washington State 

Archives can help, contact your regional branch.  Visit www.sos.wa.gov to find the 

branch nearest you. 

Washington State students participate in National History 

Day, 2014.  Photo courtesy of Washington History Day page 

on Facebook. 
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