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Over the past few years educators throughout the nation have been 

developing "Common Core Standards" for the broad range of k-12 curricula, 

including History and Social Studies.  These include "Anchor Standards" for skills 

that students are supposed to develop in reading, writing, speaking and 

listening.  

  

Reading skills include:  
 finding explicit and implicit meanings and main ideas 

 analyzing multiple texts, text structure, author purpose and perspective, and the 

relationship between different texts 

 building vocabulary, visual literacy and the ability to understand, analyze and interpret 

complex text   

Writing skills include:  
 developing and supporting theses  

 informative/explanatory writing  

 development of narratives  

 the ability to write to specific tasks, purposes and audiences  

 developing systematic writing processes  

 inquiry, research, evaluation of sources and the analysis of evidence gathered through 

the research process   

Speaking and listening skills include:  
 information analysis, identification of bias, presentation, visual aids and speech 

adaptation  
 

The development of these skills depends on raw material for student projects, 

much of which archival repositories are especially well equipped to provide. 

  

In 2013 the Washington State Archives has done 

13 workshops to introduce teachers throughout 

the state to the resources available to support 

the development of these anchor skills.  The 

workshops also include resources from other 

Secretary of State programs such as the State 

Library and the Legacy Project.  This workshop 

will continue to be offered in 2014, along with a 

new workshop that will provide teachers hands-

on opportunities to work with archival resources. 
 

To learn more about the Common Core Standards or find out how you can take 

part in one of these workshops, email Mike Saunders at 

mike.saunders@sos.wa.gov.  Additionally, visit the educational resources page 

http://www.sos.wa.gov/archives/teachers-and-students.aspx.    
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