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In the process of fulfilling a reference visit by a Spokane 

firefighter at the Eastern Regional Branch, branch 

manager Debbie Bahn encountered a barely-processed 

group of Spokane Municipal Fire Department records, 

and upon learning that more firefighters would be 

consulting the archives for a department project, 

decided to have me, a lowly but faithful intern, index the 

records and update the catalog to provide efficient 

access to the collection.  The Eastern Regional Branch 

acquired the records in three accessions, the bulk of the 

material accessioned in 1998 and the remaining accruals 

transferred in 2007.  The material includes 486 volumes 

and two cubic feet of daily journals, time books, payroll 

ledgers, inventories, application files, budget reports, 

expenditure ledgers, administrative files and minutes, fire 

records, and annual reports, most of which were piled 

together in boxes with little to no indication of any 

original order or organization.  With a little archival savvy 

and determination I managed to remedy the situation, 

and with great timing. 

The firefighters are working on the Spokane Firefighters Memorial Project, an endeavor to honor 

colleagues fallen in the line of duty, initiated by SFD 

Lieutenant Greg Borg.  More information is available on 

the project’s Facebook page.  For the project, the 

firefighters are consulting the records here at the Eastern 

Branch to learn as much as they can about the fallen 

firefighters, where they were stationed, in which position 

they served, and the circumstances of their decease.  

The information will be used in creating plaques that will 

be installed permanently in commemoration of their 

service.  Since the recent completion of the indexing, 

the records have been successfully accessed three 

times for the firefighters’ project, bringing me immediate 

satisfaction with the thought that our work at the State 

Archives is needed and appreciated. 

The project exemplifies the importance of keeping and 

maintaining archival records.  The information detailed 

within the entries of the daily journals and application 

files, for example, give us insight into the work and 

dangers our firefighters face in protecting our 

community.  The records in this case serve as an 

extension of their service into our present and future 

memory, and it is my greatest pleasure to assist in 

maintaining that memory. 

https://www.facebook.com/spokanefirefightersmemorialproject
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