
1 | P a g e  
 

Books from the Archives, Episode Three 

Contributed by Terry Badger, Deputy State Archivist 

As has been written about several times in this 

newsletter, art is not only an important part of our 

heritage, but it is also an important piece of the 

historical record.  Confirming the validity of this 

statement, two years ago, local Olympia historian, 

Drew Crooks, finished several years’ worth of work 

and research into one of Olympia’s most prolific, 

and yet, unknown artists, Edward Lange.   

Edward Lange: An Early Artist of Olympia and Washington State, documents the life 

and work of Edward Lange.  Lange migrated to Olympia in 1889 from Long Island, New 

York where he had practiced for nearly 20 years.  By 1889 though, work in Long Island 

became harder to come by and he had difficulties making ends meet, so he packed 

up his family and moved to Olympia.  Lange worked in Washington State for the next 22 

years until his death in 1912. 

One of the main efforts of Crooks’ book, is to highlight the importance of Lange’s work 

in Washington and the West.  Crooks contends that Lange and his artwork were much 

appreciated back East, but his work in Washington is all but forgotten.  After more than 

a decade meticulously searching for Lange works throughout Washington and the 
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greater Northwest, Crooks was able to create a catalog of Lange pieces drawn out 

West. 

During his time in Washington, Lange created hundreds of works done in pen-and-ink, 

watercolors, and oil on canvas.  His works were used as business letterhead, illustrations 

in newspapers, posters, pamphlets, real estate advertising and post cards to name a 

few. They show in great detail what life at the end of the 19th century looked like in 

Olympia.  

If you are interested in seeing some of these drawings, please look for Mr. Crook’s book, 

or visit the Washington State Library, where dozens of his drawings can be seen in the 

many publications that paid for his work. 

 

 

  

Images of the Old Dominion 

Mining and Milling Company 

near Colville, Washington.  

Both courtesy of the 

Washington State Library.  

Crooks, p. 49. 
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Additional Images: 

 

Page 1 – Letterhead from letter to T.I. McKenny to Mayor and 

Councilmen of the City of Olympia, 1899, City of Olympia, City 

Clerk, Miscellaneous Historical Records, 1872-1915, Southwest 

Regional Branch, Washington State Archives. 

 

Document with letterhead stationery, 1893, Probate File, Thurston 

County No. 474, Southwest Regional Branch, Washington State 

Archives.                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Page 3 – 1903 panoramic view of “Olympia the Capital on Puget 

Sound, Washington,” reprint, published by the Olympia Branch of 

Rainier Bank, Courtesy of the Washington State Library. 


