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 BIA Upgrades and Expands Its Mobile Apps

 

Since the launch of its first mobile app in 2011, Braille Institute has been moving forward to provide accessible digital tools for mainstream devices. This summer we are releasing the second of our updates to our popular VisionSim app that uses mobile device cameras to simulate various eye conditions, and are on the cusp of releasing an improved iOS and new Android version of ViA, which helps people who are blind or visually impaired easily find apps most useful for them.

 

To help develop our strategy, we included the option within our apps for users to send emails about their experience. This feedback provides us with very useful data. As an example, 40% of the emails received about VisionSim asked us to expand the number of visual conditions represented. So last year we doubled the number of visual conditions on our iOS version of VisionSim, and now will do the same in the new release this month of the expanded and improved Android version. In response to comments from professionals, we also invested in creating more accurate visual displays of the range of severity for each eye condition, making the new versions of VisionSim more useful as a realistic educational tool.

 

User feedback is also guiding the current update of ViA. Users told us they were having some difficulty finding the apps they wanted, and others were clamoring for an Android version. This summer we will be releasing an improved iOS version and a new, parallel Android version.  Users will see improvements in the search function, how reviews are entered and shared, a more robust version of the ‘recently added apps’ feature and a more personalized ‘my apps’ section. The new versions also will be streamlined so that all apps included will be more strictly vetted for accessibility. 

 

Based on a total of more than 35,000 downloads for both apps since their inception, Braille Institute remains committed to growing the scope and impact of programs and products that utilize the power of new technology to the benefit of people who are blind or visually impaired.
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