
Saint Martin’s Day Celebration
November 9, 2014  4 PM  FREE

Presented by Minnesota Landmarks, Germanic American Institute  & 
the Twin Cities German Immersion School

Sundays at 
Landmark

ABOUT TCGIS (Twin Cities German Immersion School)
Twin Cities German Immersion School (TCGIS) is  a tuition free charter 
school developed by an independent group of teachers and parents under the 
sponsorship of the Germanic-American Institute. Our school is dedicated 
to educating children for bilingual, informed and active world citizenship. 
It serves approximately 430 students in a fully articulated K-8 immersion 
program. The School’s curriculum has an international focus, is academically 
rigorous, and is fully aligned with Minnesota standards. F our years in a row,  
TCGIS has been designated as a Charter Rewards School by MN  Department 
of  Education . For more information visit www.tcgis.org.

About GAI (Germanic-American Institute)
Germanic-American Institute (GAI) is a Minnesota non-profit whose mission 
is to foster appreciation and understanding of the culture, language, arts, and 
ongoing history of the German speaking peoples through public educational 
and cultural programs. For more information visit www.gai-mn.org.

 The Blumenkranz is a d ance g roup at TCGIS. The German word Blumenkranz 
means Flower Crown. The name refers to many circle dances from our reper-
toire, and it also emphasizes the team spirit and the inclusive character of our 
group.
 We  learn, practice and perform a variety of dances in order to nurture a rich 
dance culture, preserve many forgotten dance forms and  represent TCGIS 
at public events such as the Festival of Nations, GAI German Days, MN 
Renaissance Festival  and at  other venues.
Joseph’s Coat is a free store and community support organization, providing 
essential goods and services to disadvantaged individuals and families with a 
variety of life challenges. Today, they will be accepting lightly used doantions 
for families.

Sundays at Landmark is Sponsored By:

Upcoming Sundays at Landmark Events:

December 7 From Pearl Harbor to Peace 1 pm Free

December 14 Santa’s Workshop    1 pm   Free

January 4     The Minnesota Boychoir Concert   1 pm & 3:30 pm   Free

January 18   Urban Expedition: Austria   1 pm    Free



THE HISTORY OF ST. MARTIN
The Catholic Church has dedicated every day of the calendar to a saint. The 11th of 
November is St. Martin’s day.  Bishop Martin of Tours lived between 317 and 397. 
Traveling as a Roman soldier in Gaul, the legend recounts how Martin encountered 
a beggar, cold and hungry. Not knowing what else he could do for the beggar, he 
tore his cape in half with his sword and gave it to the beggar so he would not freeze 
to death.  Christ appeared before Martin to reveal that he had been the beggar. 
Later, Martin became a Christian and in 361 he founded France’s first cloister and 
in 371 he was elected to be the Bishop of Tours. One legend tells that Martin hid in 
a goose coop from the citizens of Tours who wanted to make him Bishop, however 
the loud quacking of the geese gave him away. The symbol of a goose appears often 
in connection with St. Martin. Restaurants in Germany often serve “Martinsgans” 
as a special menu item around the date of St. Martin’s Day.

On this evening and in the days around it, in Germany and many other countries in 
Europe, people celebrate “Martinstag” with roast goose, bonfires and, particularly 
in Germany, with lanterns. In the area around Neuss, Germany, St. Paul’s sister 
city, the custom is common in practically every village and one can go to many 
parades in the days around November 11th. In Duesseldorf, across the Rhine river 
from Neuss, as many as 40,000 people parade through downtown for St. Martin 
and watch the “Mantelteilung” (tearing of the cloak). Elaborate seating areas are set 
up and tickets are sold for two squares in the old town of that city. Children also 
partake in a kind of door to door tradition, singing St. Martin songs and getting 
treats called “gripschen”, “grabschen” or “Heschegang”. Sometimes there are also 
bonfires to commemorate the day.

In Europe, charities and cultural 
institutions have come together to 
celebrate the importance of the notion 
of sharing inspired by St. Martin. In 
Tours, France, in 2004 during the 
Summer of St. Martin, the European 
“Days of Sharing” were established 
as a yearly event on November 8-11. 
The European Commission also 
supported the establishment of the 
route of St. Martin de Tours, a cultural 
route following the saint’s journey, in 
recognition of the tradition of sharing 
- also in the modern sense of sharing 
the riches of nature, the environment, 
universal values and diverse cultures.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Food available for purchase, provided by:
Black Forest Inn
Aki’s Breadhaus

Landmark Center Hospitality Booth
Glüwein (mulled wine) is also available for purchase.

INFORMATION BOOTHS
Twin Cities German Immersion School (TCGIS)

Germanic American Institute (GAI)
International Experience - USA

4:00pm  Welcome
4:10pm Joyful Winter Singers (Herbert Engelmeyer &  
  Vienna Community)
4:20   Stories and Songs by 2nd Graders
4:45   Der Mann im Mond by 4th grade
4:50   Intermission (Enjoy lantern making!)
5:00  Twin Cities German Immersion School Band  
  Performance
5:05   Blumenkranz: Laternentanz
5:10  Adiemus by 6th grade
5:15  Medieval Dances by 5th Grade
5:25  Blumenkranz Jr.: Gardetanz
5:30  Lantern Parade (Join St. Martin with your lantern  
  for a parade through Rice Park!)


