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On a warm November evening near the Pearl River delta 

outside Guangzhou, more than 500 Chinese Waldorf 

kindergarten teachers gathered expectantly on the shore 

of a small lake. Each held a silken lotus flower with a 

glowing candle, and one by one, each one placed the 

flickering lotus into the water. Slowly the hundreds of 

floating lights began to drift across the lake, illuminating 

the darkness, as participants walked across a footbridge 

and into the large conference center’s assembly hall.  

The sounds of the Guqin, a classical Chinese 
7-stringed pentatonic instrument, wafted 
through the hall, and the Soul Calendar 
verse for Christmas was spoken in Chinese 
and performed in eurythmy. Thus, in an 
atmosphere of beauty and reverence and 
deep listening, the first Waldorf Early 
Childhood Educators Conference in China 
began!  

This atmosphere continued throughout 

the five days of the conference, which was 

full of lively encounters, busy workshops, 

inspiring lectures, delicious shared meals, 

walks in the lovely landscape, amazing 

cultural presentations, and moments of 

great humor and joy 

  

Participating in this conference was a special 

privilege for me. I had taught in the Waldorf early 

childhood training course in 2008 in Chengdu when 

the Chinese Waldorf movement was just beginning 

to develop.  At that time there were about 20 

kindergartens and a small handful of Waldorf 

schools in China. It is quite amazing to see what 

has developed since then.  



Today, five years later, there are more than 300 

Waldorf kindergartens! Most are still very young 

and in the early stages of development; 

approximately thirty of these communities have 

founded Waldorf schools. Some kindergartens 

began as Montessori pre-schools and then, after 

the discovery of Waldorf education by the 

director or teachers or parents, are now 

undergoing a process of transformation into 

Waldorf kindergartens. Others are being 

founded by parents or educators inspired by the 

ideals of Waldorf education.   

Clara Aerts and I, as members of the IASWECE 

Coordinating Group, were invited to visit a 

number of kindergartens in Hong Kong, 

Shenzhen, and Guangzhou area during our two-

week visit to China for the conference. We 

experienced a tremendous pioneering spirit in 

the new initiatives, where parents and teachers 

are working together to build the 

kindergartens, make furnishings and play 

materials, develop play areas and gardens, 

while also attending training courses and 

promoting Waldorf education in their 

communities.  

Most Waldorf kindergartens in China are in vast urban areas and the parents who send their children 

are highly educated and successful. Through their search for the very best education for their child, 

they discover Waldorf education, and then often find that their lives are changed in ways they had 

not dreamed possible. They are profoundly grateful, enthusiastic and supportive, and discover that 

through their involvement in Waldorf education, they are becoming active participants in the renewal 

of human culture, bringing healing and planting seeds for the future.  



Training courses are absolutely essential in the development of 

Waldorf early childhood education in China. There are five training 

programs in Chengdu, Beijing, Xi’an, Guangzhou, and Hong Kong, 

with a sixth program opening soon in Nanjing. Most of the tutors for 

these training courses come from abroad –from the US, Canada, 

Australia, New Zealand, and Europe. International mentors are also 

needed for the hundreds of students enrolled in training courses or 

who have recently completed a course.  

In order to coordinate all this activity, Thanh Cherry, who has played 

a key role in the development of Waldorf education in China since 

the very beginning, was asked in 2010 by the Pedagogical Section, 

the Friends of Waldorf Education, and IASWECE, to act as 

Coordinator of the Waldorf Early Childhood China Training and 

Mentoring Project, known as WECC. Thanh has worked tirelessly to 

support the training and mentoring of the early childhood educators 

in China, has accompanied the astonishing rate of growth with 

sensitivity and a deep sense of responsibility, and is deeply 

respected and loved by her Chinese and international colleagues.  

Regional Representatives of the China Early Childhood 

Educators Forum (CECEF) with Thanh Cherry (seated, second 

from the left).  

Parallel to the development of the 

WECC Program, Chinese Waldorf early 

childhood educators have begun to 

work in association with one another to 

foster collaboration and quality in their 

work. The China Waldorf Early 

Childhood Educators Forum (CECEF) has 

six regions, each with a regional 

coordinator who works with the 

training centers and the WECC Program 

to organize mentoring within their 

regions, and to support the 

development of introductory and 

deepening courses, conferences such as 

the first China-wide conference in 

November, plans for translation of 

publications of Waldorf early childhood 

resources into Chinese language, and 

new training courses.  



A highlight of the conference for me 

personally was the moment when as a 

representative of the IASWECE council, I 

could formally welcome China as a new 

Member in our association and present a 

letter of acceptance to Hao Bing from 

Beijing, who is the vice-chairperson of 

CECEF. Li Zhang, the first Chinese Waldorf 

kindergarten teacher and chairperson of 

CECEF, was unable to attend the 

conference, but was very much in our 

thoughts.  

This moment felt like a true rite of passage. We are 

delighted that our Chinese colleagues will now be able 

to actively join us. In our IASWECE council meetings, 

early childhood colleagues representing 30 countries 

around the world collaborate in wrestling with the 

challenges of how we can help to sustain, deepen and 

metamorphose Waldorf education, so that its 

universally human spirit can light up in the hearts and 

creative will of human beings in all cultures around the 

world. The lotus candles gently floating in the lake at 

the beginning of the conference are an image of this, 

shining together in the darkness and illuminating the 

world.  

 

 

___________________________________________ 

Susan Howard is the Coordinator of the Waldorf 

Early Childhood Association of North America 

(WECAN), a member of the Coordinating Group of 

IASWECE, and directs the Waldorf early childhood 

training program at Sunbridge Institute in New York.  


