
TRANSITIONS IN CHILDHOOD FROM BIRTH TO 14 YEARS- Significance, Challenges and Consequences 

The tasks for Teachers and Educators 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
THE CONFERENCE THEME 
Conference participants will have an opportunity to look together at the most significant milestones and 
transitions in the entire span of development from birth to age 14, especially through the morning lectures by 
medical doctors, class teachers, birth to three educators and kindergarten teachers. A wide array of workshops 
will offer an invitation to professionals in various fields to work with one other on specific themes, such as the 
meaning of handwork, the development of speech and language, living and working in and with nature in 
today's "unnatural" world, an anthroposophical understanding of transitions, the metamorphosis of growth 
forces into consciousness forces, new approaches for working in schools, kindergartens, and child care centers, 
and more. There will also be workshops focused on particular transitions, such as the transition of the young 
child from the family into child care, readiness and the transition from kindergarten to school, and the 
transitions of the 9,- 12- and 14-year-old child.  
 
Finally, there will be workshops such as "movement development from birth to age three" or "questions of 
group size and mixed ages in the kindergarten,"  the "movable classroom" in the lower school, and models of 
middle school education, for those who want to work with others in their area of professional specialization. 
 
 
THE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Morning lectures will be only ninety minutes long and on two days they will be held by two people. During 
the first workshop session afterwards there will be three different options. First, there are many                   
artistic workshops for those who would like to be artistically active after listening to a lecture. Then, those 
who have questions about the content of the morning lecture and want to discuss them further can attend a 
discussion group in one of several languages. And finally there will be opportunities to participate in a less 
formed approach guided by Clara Aerts and Florian Osswald, which allows participants to deepen the 
conference theme in a creative and playful way.  
 
After lunch there will be a "pedagogical marketplace." Marketplace sessions are single events that do not 
require pre-registration. They are intended to offer opportunities to engage with pedagogical issues such as 
nutrition; addiction; the question of Waldorf education, religion and cultural diversity; child observation; 
working with parents; school readiness; full-day care, and much more. Each day one of the marketplace sessions 
will take place in the Great Hall and will be translated into all of the conference languages. Participants in the 
marketplace events include Jean-Michel Florin, the leader of the Agricultural Section; Michaela Glöckler, leader 
of the Medical Section; Florian Osswald and Claus-Peter Röh, leaders of the Pedagogical Section,; and members 
of the German working group on the small child and IASWECE  working groups on birth to three and school 
readiness.  
 
After a 45-minute break (breaks are the most important moments of a conference!), afternoon pedagogical/
practical workshops take place.  
 
Evenings are devoted to artistic events:  
On Monday there will be a performance by the Goetheanum Euythmy Ensemble, accompanied by a symphony 
orchestra,  featuring Norwegian poetry (Henrik Ibsen's "Peer Gynt") and music (Edvard Grieg) that are 
confronting questions of the times. The title of this performance is "The Light and the Lie." On Tuesday evening 
there will be an English-language theater performance by an  international group of students completing a 
master's program in Waldorf education in Stuttgart. On Wednesday, „La Banda Ki“  will perform music from 
around the world and from different cultural epochs –a preview of their work from a performance at the 
International Menhuin Festival in Gstaad can be heard at  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LpVm76k1MXY.  
On Thursday, it is the participants' turn - an evening  of "Polarities, Transformations, Transitions - Serious and 
Lighthearted Contributions from around the World." This evening offers a colorful mix of songs, dances, skits 
and more, and will help us experience the conference theme in a humorous and artistic way.  All participants are 
warmly invited to offer contributions. (Please contact Thomas Tirler or Philipp Reubke (ph.reubke@iaswece.org) 
beforehand.  
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