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The House and Senate will reconvene on Monday, February 3rd at 10:00 am.  

State Budget – House and Senate Budget Committees will meet next week. The House will begin work 

on the FY 2015 budget that begins July 1st of this year. The Senate will begin work on the FY 2014 

Amended Budget which ends June 30th of this year.   

Amended FY 2014 Budget Tracking Document 

FY 2015 State Budget Tracking Document  

Bills to Watch 

HB 363 – Provides for Licensure of Lactation Consultants  

HB 839 - would revise provisions relating to hospital authority board members to require increased 

oversight and control by the Local County or municipality governing body - In the House Hopper and has 

not been assigned to a committee yet 

HB 853 - would allow an exemption from Certificate of Need for private mental health facilities – In the 

House Hopper and has not been assigned to a committee yet 

HB 885 - allow the medicinal use of marijuana extracts for patients who suffer from seizures - In the 

House Hopper and has not been assigned to a committee yet 

SB 298 – would require a submission of a doctor's prescription with an application for a special parking 

decal for persons with disabilities in lieu of an affidavit when a notary public is not available = Passed the 

Senate on January 28th 56 – 0.  

SB 291 - would move the Division of Aging Services out of the Department of Human Services and create 

a separate agency – on the Senate Rules Calendar for Monday  

SB 292 - would launch a registry of Georgians with Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders, tracking 

their prevalence in the state – on the Senate Rules Calendar for Monday 

SB 273 - would require the Department of Public Health to establish a committee to review maternal 

deaths and to report on their causes – passed out of Senate Health and Human Service Committee 

SB 308 - provides for the authorization of appropriations for the purposes of obtaining federal financial 

participation for medical assistance payments to providers of Medicaid expansion under the Affordable 

Care Act – in the Senate Appropriations Committee  

http://www.house.ga.gov/budget/Documents/2014_FiscalYear/AFY_2014_Tracking_Govs_Rec.pdf
http://www.house.ga.gov/budget/Documents/2015_FiscalYear/FY_2015_Tracking_Govs_Rec.pdf
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20132014/HB/363
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20132014/HB/839
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20132014/HB/853
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20132014/HB/885
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20132014/SB/298
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20132014/SB/291
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20132014/SB/292
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20132014/SB/273
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/Display/20132014/SB/308


SB 338 - provide that stabilization centers in rural counties are exempt from certificate of need 

requirements; to provide for licensure by the Department of Community Health of stabilization centers 

– in the Senate Hopper and has not been assigned to a committee yet 

Articles of Interest 

Flight Plan: State wants air ambulances for rural region 

By Andy Miller 

January 29, 2014 

Gov. Nathan Deal’s budget proposal for fiscal year 2015 contains a surprising health care item: $13 

million to fund air ambulance service in 14 southwest Georgia counties. 

If the funding is approved by the General Assembly, it will the first time the state has ever operated an 

ambulance service — either by air or by ground. In Georgia, trauma transport typically is handled by 

counties, hospitals or private emergency medical services (EMS) companies. Currently, all air ambulance 

service in the state is provided by private carriers. 

Col. Mark McDonough, Department of Public Safety commissioner, told GHN there are no private air 

ambulance services based within the 14 counties that make up the Southwest Georgia Regional 

Commission (SWGRC). 

That void, he explained, is why the state has proposed enlisting the Georgia State Patrol to operate two 

helicopters in the region, providing both ambulance and law enforcement services. The aircraft would 

be based in Camilla. 

Read more 

 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20132014/sb/338
http://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2014/01/flight-plan-state-air-ambulances-rural-region/?ref=ft

