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Hol land & France 2014 Study Abroad 
Apri l  22nd – May 1st 

 
Tuesday, Apri l  22nd 
Arr ive in Amsterdam & Cocktai l  Reception 
Upon arrival in Amsterdam, we will check into the luxurious College Hotel. Students will have the 
afternoon to relax, get accustomed to the time change, and explore the beautiful city. Later that 
evening, to celebrate our first night in Amsterdam, we welcome you to Amsterdam with a meet 
and greet cocktail reception. Upon check-in welcome packets and information will be distributed.  
The College Hotel is one of Amsterdam’s most prestigious hotels located in the heart of the De 
Pijp neighborhood, the center of the city’s fashion and museum district. What was once a former 
secondary school, The College Hotel has continued this tradition by operating as a teaching hotel 
since 2005. In line with our own mission as floral students we will reside at this intimate, warm  
boutique hotel during our stay in Amsterdam. 
 
Wednesday, Apri l  25th 
Aalsmeer Tour 
On our first full day in Amsterdam, we will travel to the neighboring town of Aalsmeer. Here, we will 
have a tour of the famed Aalsmeer Flower Auction where over 20 million stems are sold daily on 
the auction clock. This will be an exclusive; behind-the- scenes look at this integral aspect of the 
floral industry. 
Lunch at Restaurant De Kas 
Following our morning at the flower auction, we will enjoy lunch at the prestigious restaurant, 
Restaurant De Kas. Led by Michelin rated chef, Gert Jan Hageman, De Kas grows their own 
produce and herbs in the restaurant's greenhouses and garden. 
Flower Farm Visit 
After lunch we will next explore several of the many flower farms local to the area. At these farms 
the growers coax flowers into perfect blooms using a variety of traditional methods and innovative 
technologies. We will visit a few different farms growing various products from the famous Dutch 
hydrangea to roses and lilac. This will be a unique look inside the floral growing process and 
starting point of the flower business.  
Cocktai l  Hour 
To end our first day in Amsterdam cocktails will be served at the bar of the College Hotel for 
students to connect and discuss the details of the day.  Students will be free for the rest of the 
night to enjoy dinner in Amsterdam. 
 
Thursday, Apri l  24th  
Tomas De Bruyne Workshop at the Historical Garden Aalsmeer 
Tomas De Bruyne is a Belgian Master Designer working in the floral industry for almost twenty 
years. Tomas is inspired by abundance of nature and transforms that expression into design. 
Based on Tomas’ previous work and style, we will begin the workshop with a discussion and 
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demonstration by Tomas featuring his particular design style. In the afternoon, students will join 
Tomas in a workshop bringing together European and American design aesthetics.  
Lunch/ Historical Garden Aalsmeer Tour  
After the morning session lunch will be served in the garden followed by a private tour of the 
beautiful Historical Garden Aalsmeer. The Historical Aalsmeer continues to grow ancient rose and 
lilac varieties using ancient methods and techniques developed by the first Dutch growers.  
Photography Workshop 
Following the tour Calvert Crary will give a floral photography workshop in the garden to help 
students understand how to work their cameras and take the best pictures possible of their 
arrangements and during the trip.  Upon our return to the College Hotel students will be free for 
dinner. 
 
Fr iday, Apri l  25th 
Shopping at Hi lverda de Boer with Ariel la Chezar 
We will begin the morning purchasing flowers at Hilverda de Boer distribution center with Ariella 
Chezar. Once we select from the freshest products available in the world, we will return to the 
College Hotel where Ariella will give an inspirational workshop pairing European influences with 
American sensibilities. 
Ariel la Chezar Workshop  
Under Ariella’s tutelage, students will create Dutch masterpieces using the best flowers available in 
Holland. After our workshop lunch will be served at the College Hotel.   After class, students will be 
free for the rest of the afternoon for sightseeing and shopping. FlowerSchool New York staff will 
provide vetted locations for the best antique shops in the popular De Pijp neighborhood. 
 
Saturday, Apri l  26th 
Flower Shops of Amsterdam 
After a free morning of sightseeing or sleeping in, we will I embark on a tour of the best flower 
shops in Amsterdam in the afternoon.  Stopping at several locations for a short discussion and 
demonstration, we will observe how European designers create different arrangements for 
different occasions and how they package them for delivery.  
“Vinkeles on the Water” to Restaurant 15 
Following the tour, we will board “Vinkeles on the Water”” a renovated 19th century wooden salon 
boat for a private cocktail cruise. We will travel throughout the Amsterdam canals taking in the 
sights by boat and later arrive at Jamie Oliver’s Restaurant 15 for dinner. Restaurant 15 is known 
throughout the world for providing students with opportunities to establish careers in the 
restaurant industry. After a delicious meal featuring seasonal produce from the Lindenhoff Farm, 
we will return to the hotel. 
  
Sunday Apri l  27th  
Keukenhof  
Our journey to Paris will begin by private bus to visit the famous Keukenhof tulip fields. What was 
once the hunting ground for Jacoba van Beleren in the 15 century is now the largest bulb flower 
park in the world. Keukenhof covers 32 acres of land with 4.5 million tulips of 100 different 
varieties and more than 2,500 trees in 87 varieties. After the tour and visual delights of Keukenhof, 
we will travel to Paris stopping in St. Nicholas, Belgium for lunch. 
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Travel to Paris 
Upon arrival at the Hotel Montalembert, students are welcome to unwind for the evening, explore 
Paris by night, and settle in their rooms. The Hotel Montalembert is located in the historic Saint-
Germain section of the Left Bank in Paris. FlowerSchool New York will provide lists of suggested 
restaurants and cafes located near the hotel. 
 
Monday, Apri l  28th 
Flower Shops of Paris 
We will begin the day with a tour of the best flower shops in Paris stopping at several locations to 
observe the Parisian method of making arrangements. The last shop will be at Odorantes, one of 
the most prestigious and chic flower shops in Saint-Germain-des-Prés.  At this shop  best known 
for arranging flowers by scent, we will enjoy a small demonstration and workshop by the shop 
owners, Christophe Hervé and Emmanuel Sammartino.  After the tour, a group lunch will be given 
at a local bistro. 
Optional Museum Tour of Les Arts Décorati fs 
After lunch, students are welcome to take the afternoon to explore the city or join the school on an 
optional tour of the Les Arts Décoratifs –Paris’ most dynamic museum of design and décor.  Les 
Arts Décoratifs is the only Parisian institution that pays tribute to the most iconic names in French 
design such as Boulle, Sèvres and Aubusson and genres of style from Louis XVI to Art Deco. 
 
Tuesday, Apri l  29th 

 A Visit to Rungis 
In the morning we will visit the wholesale market called Rungis just outside of Paris. 
Led by Christian Tortu, we will visit the market known for its bounteous displays of fruits and 
vegetables from all over the world where the major chefs in Paris purchase provisions. 
Here, Christian will order the elements that he will use in creating his very naturel style of 
arrangements. We will have an early lunch in the market surrounded by the market workers and 
then be transported back to Paris as a group. 
Christ ian Tortu Master Class: “Tortu Method” 
In the afternoon we will have a workshop taught by Christian Tortu using many of the flowers we 
purchased in the market earlier in the day. The workshop will be held at The Saint James Hotel, 
which is located next to the Jardin des Tuileries on the Right Bank of Paris. Students are welcome 
to enjoy dinner at their leisure. FlowerSchool will prepare a list of restaurants that we would 
suggest at different price points. 
 
Wednesday, Apri l  30th 
A Visit to Giverny 
Our last full day in Paris, we will travel about one and a half hours from Paris to visit the famed 
gardens of Monet, Giverny.  These gardens were designed by Monet and were the inspiration for 
many of his most famous impressionist paintings. Christian Tortu will guide us through the 
gardens, which have also served as an inspiration for his floral designs. Lunch at a nearby country 
inn will be provided.  We will arrive back in Paris in the late afternoon with everyone enjoying free 
time before our last night’s dinner. A final group dinner will be given at Aux Fins Gourmets, a bistro 
in Saint Germain that is located a short walk from the Hotel Montalembert. 
 
Thursday, May 1st 
Departure
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Cost of Europe Trip 2014 
 
Nine Night Complete Package: $9,500 
Price includes hotel accommodations (single room), all transportation throughout Holland and 
France, all breakfasts, tickets to all group attractions and tours, and materials fees for all 
workshops. Included lunches and dinners are indicated below. 
 
Shared Room Package: $8,000 
Price includes hotel accommodations (shared double room), all transportation throughout 
Holland and France, all breakfasts, tickets to all group attractions and tours, and materials fees 
for all workshops. Included lunches and dinners are indicated below. 
 
Programming Package: $6,000 
Price includes all transportation throughout Holland and France, tickets to all group attractions 
and tours, and materials fees for all workshops. Included lunches and dinners are indicated 
below. 
 
* Flight arrangements will be the responsibility of each individual participant.  
 
Included Meals 
All breakfasts 
Seven lunches 
Three dinners 
Two cocktail receptions 
 
 
Payment Schedule 
The first deposit of $1,000 is required no later than December 30th 2013 to hold a space on the 
trip. The deposit will be fully refundable until November 30th. 
 
The second deposit of $3,000 will be due by February 15th 2014 to confirm your space 
(nonrefundable). 
 
The remaining balance and full payment will be due by April 1st 2014. 
 
 
 
 

Please note that changes may occur as we refine the details to Holland & France Trip 2014. 
For more Information, please contact Brittany Bosch at (212) 661-8074 or 

brittany@flowerschoolny.com. 


