
Remembering Janet Kalven 
by Kathy Wade, former WWf(a)C Executive Director and Facilitator 
 
We at WWf(a)C are lucky to claim Janet Kalven as one of our own. Janet, who 
passed away on April 24, 2014, a little less than one month from her 101st 
birthday, was a writer in the WWf(a)C community almost since its founding in 
1991.  From 1992 to 2011, Janet never missed a semester, and that includes 
many summer semesters and workshops. For nearly two decades – at least 38 
semesters – the WWf(a)C community was gifted with Janet’s keen intellect and 
her sharp listening skills.  She wrote faithfully and always brought copies for 
feedback from her sister writers in small group. 
 
Janet had the distinction of being one of WWf(a)C’s elders.  In fact, she was 
always our eldest member, yet she was better known for her young ideas and 
youthful view of the world. While still a teen, Janet studied the “Great Books” at 
the University of Chicago where she was later a teaching assistant in the famous 
program run by Mortimer Adler and Robert Hutchins.                                                                                Kathy Wade presents Janet  

                                                                                                                                                                                             with a certificate for her 95th birthday 

 
Janet was a founding member of Grailville, an organization of Catholic lay women which reached out to women 
throughout the world.  The American Grail was a movement of religious women who were independent and maintained 
control over the workings of their organization and their mission.  The Grail is the story of progressive Catholic thinking 
and action in the US since the 1940’s.  Janet liked to say she and other faith-filled Grail members were “fast women in a 
slow church,” referring to how she saw the Roman Catholic institution ignoring the spiritual richness of its own women. 
 
Janet published many works, including Women Breaking Boundaries: A Grail Journey, 1940-1995; and With Both Eyes 
Open:  Seeing Beyond Gender.  But her writing talent was much more versatile, given her ease at writing poetry, essay, 
and in her final years, memoir, as she focused on the story of her remarkable life. During her final semesters with us, 
Janet wrote about her devotion to her only sibling, her brother Harry, who became one of the preeminent legal scholars 
of the 20th Century. 
 
Born in 1913 before women could vote, Janet witnessed considerable progress over her lifetime, especially for women, 
through her journey with The Grail movement, her evolution as a feminist, and her vision of women and power in the 
21st century. 
 
In Women Breaking Boundaries, Janet writes:  “The Grail is an example of women with a global vision, breaking 
boundaries of race, class, notion, and creating bonds of solidarity around the world.” 
 
Her dedication to feminist circles, including WWf(a)C are evident in these words from the same book:   
 

There is an intensity of spirit when we come together… a wholeness, an integration of multiple aspects of life….  
Women’s spaces, controlled by women, are crucial for the development of feminist consciousness….  As I look 
around the world, I find the energy for change strongest among … feminist groups. 

 
WWf(a)C is fortunate to have benefitted from Janet Kalven’s amazing energy and presence. A recent obituary notes that 
she died peacefully in Milford, Ohio, near Cincinnati, on April 24, 2013.  The Grail invites all friends to celebrate Janet’s 
life on Sunday, June 1st, 2 p.m., in the Grailville Oratory, 932 O’Bannonville Road, Loveland, Ohio 45140.  Janet requested 
a Mass of Christian Burial that will be preceded by a short “Circle of Remembrance.” Burial will follow in the Grailville 
Cemetery. 

 
The following page contains a poem written by Janet which she read in September 2004 at a WWf(a)C Readaround 
held in conjunction with an exhibit of world-renowned photographer Joyce Tenneson at the YWCA Women’s Art 
Gallery:  WISE WOMEN, A Celebration of Courage, Strength, and Beauty 



 
 

SINGING PRAISE   

By Janet Kalven 
revised Dec. 2013 
 
Let us now praise famous men 
Says Jesus ben Sirach 
as he sets forth the high achievements 
of the fathers  since time began-- 
Enoch and Noah 
Abraham and Moses 
and the other familiar names 
of the long line of patriarchs. 
 
But I say let us now praise ordinary women our mothers in their 
generations since time began the weavers of the web of life. 
Without their wisdom no city can be built. 
We do not know their names 
but we know we live because of them-- 
the gift of their lives to the endless round of birthing and feeding, 
cleaning and healing that sustains daily life. 
The women skilful in their work 
passing on their wisdom to their daughters, the mothers who guided the 
steps of toddlers, the gardeners who sowed the seeds, the bakers who 
mixed the leaven with the flour, the potters and basket makers the 
tellers of tales, singers of songs, makers of poems that come to us 
   from  that creative composer anonymous. 
Their names have not been remembered 
but their works bear testimony to their lives. 
Let us give thanks and praise to the weavers and re-weavers of the web of 
life who keep stable the fabric of the world from generation to 
generation. 
            

                
 


