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“Jewess Jeans to Jewcy JAPS: Clothing and Jewish Stereotypes” 

As a student at Barnard College, Dr. Shuly Rubin Schwartz also pursued Jewish studies 

at List College, the undergraduate school of JTS – and the school where she has since 

served as dean for the last 20 years. Passionate about both American history and 

Jewish history, Dr. Schwartz succeeded in combining these two academic pursuits in 

the study of American Jewish history.  

In the 1990’s, as a professor at JTS, Dr. Schwartz expanded her area of expertise into 

women’s studies, then a burgeoning new academic discipline. As she delved into 

women’s studies in the context of American Jewish history, she also focused on 

American Jewish culture, family and life style. As Dr. Schwartz explains, these areas 

offer “a rich lens from which to examine the American Jewish experience.”  

On December 12th, Dr. Schwartz will enable the audience at Gratz to view the 

American Jewish experience through the cultural lens of clothing. People send 

messages through what they wear. “The messaging that can be read into clothing,” 

says Dr. Schwartz, “is often part of something much bigger that’s going on culturally.” 

She points out that American society has either tilted more toward a conformist 

culture or more toward multiculturalism, depending on the period of American history 

and the particular ethnic group. 

During the Gratz program, Dr. Schwartz will raise and discuss a host of interesting 

questions. For example, when do immigrants, such as the Jews at the turn of the 20th 

century, abandon their traditional clothing?  Conversely, when did American Jews 

begin to dress proudly as Jews, wearing kippot and Star of David necklaces? 

Addressing the question of the “JAP” stereotype, Dr. Schwartz also asks, “How did it 

happen that Jewish women have absorbed the stereotype of American opulence?” 

Given Dr. Schwartz’s fascinating topic, engaging presentation skills and great visual 

displays, this program will be a treat for adults and teens alike. And for Dr. Schwartz, 



who taught in the Gratz high school program many years ago, it will offer a warm and 

welcome bit of nostalgia. 

Dr. Schwartz will present “Jewess Jeans to Jewcy JAPs: Clothing and Jewish 

Stereotypes” at 7 p.m. on Thursday, December 12th at Gratz College. The fees for 

the program are $18 per person, $10 for teens and free for JCHS students. Register 

here or contact Mindy Cohen at 215-635-7300, x155 or mcohen@gratz.edu.  
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