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Student Spotlight on ‘Miss Emily,’ the ‘Tot Shabbat’ Rocker 

Emily Aronoff Teck entered college as a Jewish Studies major, a logical choice for 

someone intending to pursue a career in the rabbinate. To earn extra money while in 

college, Teck worked in the aftercare program at a local Jewish preschool. One day, 

she entertained the children by playing guitar, which landed her the job of teaching 

music at the school on a regular basis. 

“Singing and dancing with kids all day – I didn’t even know it was a job,” says Teck. 

Plans for rabbinical school soon faded as Teck focused on using music as a tool to 

teach Judaism to young children. However, she soon realized that to be an effective 

early childhood educator and songwriter, she would need a strong foundation in child 

development.  As a result, she pursued a master’s degree in curriculum and 

instruction – a decision reinforced by an incident that had stayed with Teck from her 

early days in the classroom: after a young boy was told that his shoes were on the 

wrong feet, he sobbed, “But these are the only feet I have.” For Teck, this classic 

story highlights how important it is for educators to be sensitive to the developmental 

needs of their students. 

During her career, Teck has taught music in over a dozen Jewish schools, recorded her 

own CDs, and toured as “Miss Emily,” performing Jewish music for young children and 

their families in different communities. As director of development, she has also 

created music curricula for Jewish Learning Matters, an organization that provides 

resources for Jewish educators under the auspices of The Rosenfeld Foundation at the 

University of Miami.1 

After years of honing her own skills, Teck knows that she could have a more 

widespread impact on young children and their families by sharing what she’s learned 

with other educators. As she embarks on this new challenge, she has decided to 

                                                             
1 Teck’s CDs, “Good Choices” (Volumes 1 and 2) are available as free downloads from Jewish Learning 
Matters. For more information, visit http://jewishlearningmatters.com/ and click on the music tab. 

http://jewishlearningmatters.com/


enhance her academic credentials by earning a doctoral degree. Since there are no 

doctoral programs in Jewish early childhood education, Teck opted for a more general 

program: a doctorate in Jewish education – at Gratz.   

“Gratz is uniquely capable of helping me on my path because of the flexibility of the 

professors,” says Teck. As a Gratz student, she has been able to design her own 

curriculum and to even present a final class project completely in song.  

Her experience at Gratz has also been eye-opening on other levels. It has armed her 

with a deeper understanding of Jewish prayer and sacred text, which informs her 

work as a Jewish songwriter. Teck has also been enormously impressed with the 

talent of her fellow students and with the range of perspectives represented. “There 

are classmates I disagree with so vehemently that I’m glad I have a platform to 

discuss our viewpoints,” she says. “I wish all Jews did – it would be good for our 

People.”  

Though for Teck, in the end, it is all about the music and the children. As she says, “I 

know it’s an old cliché, but ‘if you love what you do, you’ll never work a day in your 

life.’ And I feel like I’m living it.” 

For more information on Teck’s performances and bookings, visit her website at 

http://www.missemilycelebrates.com/Home.aspx. 
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