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From a Spring Stroll to a Win-Win at the Gratz College Tuttleman 
Library 

Nancy Nitzberg’s impressive resume includes work experience as a book conservator 

in the libraries of prestigious institutions, like Princeton and Yale. Among her 
responsibilities as interim librarian at Gratz College is the task of assessing, organizing 
and streamlining our collection to ensure that it meets the mission of the College and 

the needs of our various constituencies. Because of her familiarity with our library, as 
well as her careful and methodical approach, Nitzberg is an ideal fit for the job.  

“The goal,” she explains, “is to look at the Gratz collection freshly and objectively so 
that we can move with the times while preserving the library’s early materials.” 
Nitzberg has made it quite clear that every title and edition in the library will remain 
there. In line for possible removal are multiple copies of some lesser used books, as 
well as donated materials that were never added to our library holdings because they 
are outside the scope of our collection. In addition, with newspaper archives easily 
accessible online, the Tuttleman Library no longer needs to retain an archive of 
weekly news publications.  

The prospect of carefully sorting through thousands of materials, including cartons of 
donated books, is admittedly daunting. But, at the Tuttleman Library, it is also 
rewarding because of the unique personal and historical treasures that are uncovered 
in the process, such as the French volume on the Dreyfus Affair, published in 1898 
while the scandal was still unfolding. There is also the German art book from 1920, 
with the personal note tucked inside, revealing that the book was a birthday gift from 
a son to his mother. In addition, there is the centuries-old megillah, written on 
parchment and discovered in a tube at the bottom of a carton of donated books. 

Most of the donated materials that cannot be used in the library’s collection are 
available to the public through Gratz’s ongoing book sale, the proceeds of which are 
used for library acquisitions. According to Nitzberg, some of the donated titles 

include wonderful literature, history and art books that she would like to read herself 

– if only she had the time to get through her own stack of books, currently covering 
her night table. 

Realizing that Gratz would not be able to sell all of the donated books, 

Nitzberg arranged to contribute about 100 carefully selected titles to the library of a 
Philadelphia women’s prison, called the Riverside Correctional Facility. She also 



provided ten copies of a prayer book to an alumnus of the College so that he could use 
them to conduct Friday night services at the rehabilitation facility where he is 
currently recovering from a stroke. A small task force will be appointed to evaluate 
other options as the library project continues. 

Clearly, the hum of activity taking place under Nitzberg’s direction in the Tuttleman 
Library is having far-reaching effects. Most importantly, it will provide Gratz students 
and library patrons with access to our soon-to-be more streamlined unique library 
collection. As Nitzberg explains, “It’s a win-win situation for everyone.” 

 

The Gratz College Tuttleman Library serves as the Jewish public library of Greater 
Philadelphia. For hours and additional information, such as how to obtain a library 
card, please contact Nancy Nitzberg at nnitzberg@gratz.edu or 215-635-7300 x169. 
Also, click here to visit the library section of our website. 
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